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     WELL DONE 

 Well done First Community. Your Christian commitment over the 
years speaks volumes to your faith in Christ our Lord.  However, before each 
one of us lies a very serious challenge.  The problem that I wish to address is 
one that plagues so many congregations today.  It is very unfortunate that we 
have allowed so many distractions to interfere with regular church services 
and responsibilities. There is a proverbial saying, “when someone screams 
fire; usually it attracts people’s immediate attention,” As of now I am screaming 
fire in regards to church attendance.  My hollering fire is not to scare anyone, 
but to motivate all members to a better church attendance.   

Now let me be clear about the proverbial “screaming fire” I think 
we know the value of church fellowship and when it comes to worshipping our 
Savior.  For one to be face to face with each other in a service of worship has 
tremendous spiritual value.  The church apostles knew the value of Christians 
meeting together for praise.  Paul wrote to the church in Rome, saying, “I long 
to see you,” in other words, I wish that I was there; his separation from the 
worship fellowship was almost unbearable.  Paul’s preaching ministry often 
prevented him from being in their services.  But, it was his most sincere desire 
to worship with the saints of God.  To be there was his aim.  Today, we must 
train ourselves to be there in Bible Study.  There is always some kind of 
distraction to prevent one from attending each session.  Yes, Be there, in 
Sunday School, we must learn how to control our different agendas, else we 
will find ourselves somewhere else.  Be there, for the eleven o’clock Worship 
Service on Sundays.  Don’t become overly obsessed with e-mail, twitter, face-
book, text messages and other high technical pleasures.  Remember, these 
are only entertainment distractions.  Refuse to become a victim of being 
somewhere else on the Lord’s Day.  If you must go online, let it be with Jesus, 
the Savior.  Be there, He is expecting you. 

   May you continue to be inspired to work for our Lord and Savior.  



        Sick and Shut-In 

Father God, Your Word says the prayer of faith shall 

heal the sick. We come today in faith asking that you 

heal our church members and neighbors from every 

sickness, disease, and illness. We receive our healing 

by faith.  

 In Jesus Name! 
 Amen  

    Sister Eugenia Jarrett    Sister Katie Roberson 
    Sister Esther Jeffries      Brother Henry Whitted 
    Brother Leon Lea      Sister Geraldine Wilson 
    Sister Mary McCauley      Brother James Wilson 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Congratulations 

on the arrival  

of your baby boy 

Joshua Quarterman Johnson II 

Congratulations to Joshua and Tiffany Johnson on the birth of 

their Baby, Joshua Quarterman Johnson ll.  Baby Joshua was 

born on his father’s birthday, November 2, 2017.   

   We continue to pray for Joshua as he serves our country. 

Our deepest sympathy is extended to: 

Sister Hazel Quick in the loss of her 
Son, Quinton Quick 

Sister Linda Snipes in the loss of her 
Brother, Lacy Bradsher 

Sister Eliza Torain in the loss of her 
Son, Larry Pettiford 

Sister Pamela Riley in the loss of her 
Brother, Larry Pettiford. 

Larry was a faithful member of First 

Community Baptist Church.  He served 

as the president of the Male Chorus, 

was a member of three Choirs, a 

Senior Missionary and an Usher.  He 

will be greatly missed in our 

congregation.  Rest In Peace, Larry! 



REFLECTIONS OF OUR PASTOR 2017 

OUR PASTOR 

You lead our congregation by opening 

God’s Word, and then you live your life 

reflecting all we’ve heard.  You care for 

others deeply and lift them up in prayer 

and when we face misfortune, we know 

you will be there.  We really love you, 

Pastor, for everything you do.  And we 

thank God for giving us a Pastor just like 

you. 

During 2017 our pastor, Reverend William Richardson, 
delivered approximately forty eight influential momentous 
sermons at First Community Baptist Church.  Sermons 
that give us hope, sermons that lift our spirits when we are 
feeling down, sermons that encourage us to love and help 
each other, sermons that remind us that Jesus Is Our Lord 
and Savior, sermons that remind us that if we serve the 
Lord, He will always be with us, He will never leave us or 
forsake us and He will bless us over and over again.  
Reverend Richardson encourages us to study so that we 
will not be led astray by false teachers.  Thank you 
Reverend Richardson for delivering the word of truth 
each Sunday and Wednesday to guide us on our Christian 
journey, so that we will live a life that is pleasing to God so 
one day we will have eternal Life. 

    October 8, 2017 

Sister Cherba Torain, Presiding 

 Call To Worship / Invocation …………………………………………………………………….Sister Cherba Torain 

 Scripture…………………………………..........................................................................Brother Michael Watson 

Prayer………………………………………………………………………………………….. .Sister Cothene Watson 

Litany “Pastors Appreciation”………………………………………………………………………. Brother Brad Duff 

  Special Presentations To The Pastor 

Pastoral Appreciation Letter 

By:  Sister Jasmine Foust 

Facilitator…………………………..…………………………………………………………...Sister Stephanie Brodie 

Offertory Prayer….…………………………………………………………………………………….Brother Leon Lea 

Sermon:  “Give It All You’ve Got!” 

Reverend William Richardson 

If you are going to have a strong spiritual life you need to give God all that you have, 
it tells God where your heart and mind is. 

Thank you Reverend Richardson for your dedicated leadership. 

We Love and appreciate you! 



FIFTH DISTRICT 

October 5, 2017 
The Sunday School Convention was held at St. John’s 
Missionary Baptist Church.  The Pastor of St. John’s is 
Reverend Robert Daniels. Music was provided by St. 
John’s Mass Choir.  The Presentation Topic:  “Preparing 
To Meet God.” Youth from the following churches 
participated:  1st Calvary Baptist Church, Mount Zoar 
Baptist Church, Orange Grove Baptist Church, St 
John’s Missionary Baptist Church and West Durham 
Baptist Church.  Speaker:  Rev. Dr. Lamont Johnson, 
Sr.  Sermon, “Pain In A Pleasant Place.”  Mount Zoar was 
presented the Trophy for having 41 members in 
attendance.  First Community had 15 members in 
attendance.  

Sister Audrey Jarrett, Superintendent  

      President/Financial Secretary, Deacon Lloyd Roberson  

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

November 12, 2017 

Litany: “A Litany Prayer For Veterans”  Brother 
Earl Brown 

Poem: “We Remember Them” 
Sister Romaine Waller 

Prayer:  “A Veteran’s Prayer” Submitted by:  
Sister Romaine Waller 

Sermon:  “Show Us”  
 Reverend William Richardson 

Veterans 
Brother Eric Brooks
Brother Earl Brown
Brother Keith Cook 
Brother Leon Lea 

Brother Donald McIver
Brother William Richardson, Jr. 

Sister Romaine Waller 
Brother Micheal Watson
Brother Lester Whitted

 

  HONORING SURVIVORS 
 October 29, 2017 

 Sister Stephanie Brodie 

     October is National Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 
Considering the fact that breast cancer is the most 
common type of cancer diagnosed among women – and 1 
in 8 women will be affected – it only seems appropriate 
that there’s an entire month dedicated to raising 
awareness about it.  
     First Community Baptist honored members and 
survivors of breast cancer on October 29, 2017.  Pink is 
the color representing breast cancer and all ladies 
honored, wore pink or accented their attire with pink. 
Sister Stephanie Brodie; a survivor herself was the 
spokesperson.  Each survivor received a gift bag as they 
gave the number of years they have been cancer free.  
Honored were:  Sister Odessa Breeze, Sister Stephanie 
Brodie, Sister Diane Corbett, Sister Selena Council, 
Sister Tuesday Jackson, Sister Beulah Johnson, 
Sister Linda Snipes, Sister Candance Truss and Sister 
Cothene Watson.   Sister Romaine Waller accepted in 
memory of her mother, Sister Yvonne Waller.   



  

TRUNK OR TREAT 
October 28, 2017 

 
    First Community Baptist presented their annual Trunk Or Treat on October 28, 2017.  This function is held for the children on 
Halloween in place of the traditional door to door Trick or Treat.  The name "Halloween" comes from the All Saints Day celebration of the 
early Christian church, a day set aside for the solemn remembrance of the martyrs. 
     The adults decorated their car trunks and some dressed in costumes themselves. The children, dressed in their costumes went from 
trunk to trunk to receive treats.  This year, First Community added a Haunted House; complete with scary sounds and smoke. The 
haunted house was a big hit!   Afterwards the children gathered in the Fellowship Hall to dine on hotdogs, popcorn and fruit drinks.   
     Sister Christina Harris and Sister Candance Truss coordinated this year’s Trunk Or Treat. Sister Christina Harris received praises 
and a little fear in her dinosaur costume.   Special thanks to Sister Dorothy Lee for kitchen duty and Sister Patrice Sneed for the 
delicious chili.   The children thoroughly enjoyed the haunted house and treats.  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

ANNUAL PRAYER SUNDAY 
Intercessory Prayers 
November 19, 2017 

 

A Prayer Of Thanksgiving 
 

Sermon: Reverend William Richardson 
“There Is No Substitute For Prayer” 

Don’t let anything move you from your prayer life. 
 

Church Officers 
 

Deacons – Deacon Lloyd Roberson 
Deaconesses – Sister Katie Roberson 

Trustees – Reverend William Richardson 
     

        Doris M. Richardson Missionaries                         
       Senior – Sister Cherba Torain 

 

Christian Education 
     Sunday School – Deacon Elizabeth Mayo 

 

Usher Department 
  Senior – Sister Shirley Byrd 

 

Music Department 
Senior Choir 
Male Chorus 
Youth Choir 
Mixed Choir 

Ensemble Choir 
Sister Marjorie Vanhooke 

 

Youth 
Sister Jasmine Foust 

 
 
 

We are grateful to God  
   for His Grace and Mercy through another year. 

  We are grateful to God  
for all of His Blessings for this congregation, our 

families and neighbors. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
There’s A Reason 

 For ev’ry pain, that we must bear, 
         For ev’ry burden, ev’ry care, 

 
                     There’s a reason. 

 
For ev’ry grief, that bows the head, 
For ev’ry tear-drop that is shed, 
 
                               There’s a reason. 
 
For ev’ry hurt, for ev’ry plight, 
For ev’ry lonely, pain-racked night, 
 
                               There’s a reason. 
 
But if we trust God, as we should, 
It all will work out for our good. 
 
      HE KNOWS THE REASON. 
 

 
 



Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)  And 
let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:  Not forsaking the assembling 
of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, 
as ye see the day approaching.  

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

31ST CHURCH ANNIVERSARY 
 

“Always Abounding In The Work Of The Lord” 1 Corinthians 15:58 
1986 – 2017 

November 26, 2017 
 

Deacon Elizabeth Mayo, Presiding 
 

Recognition Of Charter Members – Reverend William Richardson 
Certificates Of Recognition – Reverend William Richardson 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Memorial – Lighting Of Candle for 55 Deceased Members                                            Sermon: Dr. Veronica Wright         
Reverend William Richardson and Deacon Lloyd Roberson                                                      “Look Back But Keep Moving On”                                                                                                                                       

FIRST COMMUNITY MISSIONSARY BAPTIST CHURCH 
CELEBRATED THEIR 31ST CHURCH ANNIVERSARY 

We are deeply grateful to God for providing this place of worship for our congregation 
and for leading and guiding us through 31 years of  wonderful fellowship.   

Dinner was served following the service. 
 

 
 

 



 
 

“CENTER OF MY JOY” 
 

Jesus, You’re the center of my joy, 
All that’s good and perfect comes from you. 

You’re the heart of my contentment, hope for all I do, 
Jesus, You’re the center of my joy. 

 

When I’ve lost my direction, You’re the compass for my way, 
You’re the fire and light when nights are long and cold, 

In sadness, you are the laughter, that shatters all my fears, 
When I’m all alone, Your hand is there to hold. 

 

JESUS, YOU ARE THE CENTER OF MY JOY! 
                   Excerpts from a song by Richard Smallwood 

 
 

Christmas music adorned First Community Baptist Church on Sunday, December 24, 2017. 
. What a wonderful sermon and service we had on Christmas Eve!   Our hearts can rejoice because we have Jesus. 

                             
  Music                                               Greeter                     Ushers          

    The Youth Choir                  Sister Iris Folk                               The Senior Ushers 
 

                                                        Sermon “God Is With Us” 
                                                       Reverend William Richardson   

 
 
 

 
 
 



WATCHNIGHT SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends gathered at First Community Baptist Church,  
on December 31, 2017, to celebrate the passing of the Emancipation Proclamation Law. 

They were given the opportunity to testify about how God has blessed them through 2017.  
 We all go through trials and tribulations but God is always with us.   

 

Music:  Joey Sellars and His Amazing Family 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Speaker:  Sister Cherba Torain  
“My Memories In Christ”  

 

Sermon:  Reverend William Richardson 
“Making New Choices” 

 

 
 

Meaning and Purpose of Watch Night Services In The Black Church 
 

The Watch Night Services in Black communities that we celebrate today can be traced back to gatherings  
on December 31, 1862, also known as “Freedom’s Eve.” 

 
On that night, Blacks came together in churches and private homes all across the nation, 
 anxiously awaiting news that the Emancipation Proclamation actually had become law. 

 
Then, at the stroke of midnight, it was January 1, 1863, and all slaves in the Confederate States  

were declared legally free.  When the news was received, there were prayers,  
shouts and songs of joy as people fell to their knees and thanked God. 

 
Black folks have gathered in churches annually on New Year’s Eve every since, 

 praising God for bringing us safely through another year. 
 

It’s been 150 years since that first Freedom’s Eve 
 and many of us were never taught the African American history of Watch Night,  

but tradition still brings us together at this time every year to celebrate. 
 

The Proceeds From Watch Night Will Benefit The  
First Community Missionary Baptist Church Food Pantry And Community Outreach. 

        
 May God Bless You With A RE  NEWED SP  IRIT As You Begin Your NEW YEAR! 
  



First Community Missionary Baptist Church 

P.O. Box 1047 

509 Eno Street 

Hillsborough, NC 27278 

Church Phone: (919) 732-6135 

Fax Number: (919) 732-1129 
 

Our website:  firstcommunitymbc.org 

 

 

Please call the church office, when… 
 

 A member of your family is admitted to the hospital, so that visits can be made and the proper 

people notified. 

 You have death in the family so that you can receive helpful advice and assistance from the 

pastor and the church family. 

 Your group plans to have a meeting or program so that it can be placed in the church bulletin. 

 Your home phone number is changed or 

 you have a new address, so that the church records can be corrected. 

 

Please feel free to call the church. We are here to serve. May God Bless You. 
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The First Community Spotlight is edited by Connie George 

Co-Editor Linda Snipes 

All Contributions are welcome! 




