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What a difference a few months can make in the life
of a church during any devastating health crisis. You
might recall that our in-person worship had to be put
on hold for quite a while. To a degree, the decision by
health officials to require institutions to close down
these institutions was a sound one. But now, such a decision is untimely
and crippling to many churches. Needless to say my thoughts and
pastoral concerns was how can this crisis be met, what are some solutions
to this awful situation? Also in light of the word, which reminds us that
His work, His way for the church is, that we maintain a true fellowship. In
Hebrews, as in other letters of the New Testament, we are instructed how
to bring glory to our God, in our personal lives and in our spiritual lives in
the church. We are to stir up one another, to love, do good work and
encourage one another; not neglecting to meet together. (Hebrews
10:23-25) Needless to say, that in a beautiful way God’s people at First
Community searched for answers to this worship dilemma. You would
need to know that each member distinguished themselves with great
suggestions and answers. If you guessed that our members rose to the
occasion, then yes, you guessed right. Thanks to everyone that offered
different views. Their suggestions included worship fellowship by
telephone, outdoor worship and the social media, Google Meet. So, I
respond with appreciation to everyone for great thinking in a difficult
situation.
It is unquestionable and clear to me that your desire for worship and
fellowship on the Lord’s Day comes before anything else. Your thoughts
and time in this work is an extension of God’s word and love. Am I
impressed with your input? The answer is yes, many times over. I am
truly grateful for a sensitive and caring church family. Again your
wonderful participation and concerns bring great joy to my life and
ministry. I count your support, respectfully in bringing resolve to this
crisis. Know that, these ideas will always be a rich blessing and joy in my
life that will always be celebrated. May God give you an abundance of
everything you ask for.

With love and gratitude,

Reverend William Richardson, Pastor

May 15, 2022

Sister Katie Roberson Brother Eric Brooks
Sister Anita Lewis
Brother Keith Cook
Sister Odessa Breeze Brother Henry Whitted
Sister Esther Jeffries
Brother Lester Whitted
Sister Ann Johnson

Healing Prayer
Heavenly Father, we pray that You will lay
your healing Hands upon all those who are sick.
We beg You to have compassion on all those who
are suffering so that they may be delivered from
their circumstances.
In Jesus, we pray.
Amen.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Our deepest sympathy goes out to:
Sister Connie George and Family in the loss of their loved
one, Ruth Eleanor Parker Johnson
Sister Geraldine Wilson in the loss of her husband, Brother
James Wilson
Sister Geraldine Wilson in the loss of her son, Tony Riley

Reverend Richardson celebrated his birthday which is on
May 10th with First Community on May 15, 2022. Members of
the congregation and organizations presented him with cards
and gifts. Reverend Richardson, we hope you had a
wonderful birthday and we wish you many more.

EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
April 17, 2022

Reverend Richardson on Easter Sunday
Easter Service was held outside in the Church Parking Lot. Service was offered virtual and in person. The music was rendered by the
Youth Choir. It was an inspirational service, a wonderful way to praise God and thank Him for The Risen Christ.

CHURCH CLOSURE HISTORY

First Community along with many churches closed their doors in 2020 due to a virus called Covid-19. Rumors
of Covid-19 began to circulate in December of 2019. China seemed to be the country most affected, so the rest
of the world didn’t feel threatened. This soon changed in January 2020 as the virus begin to rapidly spread.
Covid-19 had arrived and it was super contagious and relentless. People began to sicken and die.
The Center for Disease Control (CDC) felt in order to control the increasing number of Covid cases, it would
be best to close schools, some business and churches. For First Community, in the 34 years we had been open,
this was the first time the doors have ever been closed. However the congregation was optimistic and felt we
would be back in church in no time.
On March 15, 2020, First Community had service as usual in the sanctuary. This was to be the last service
held inside the church for a little over two years. Reverend Richardson, concerned for the safety of his
congregation made the difficult decision to close the doors for an undetermined amount of time. During this
time our Pastor called his members, texted and emailed us to keep us uplifted with scriptures and words of
comfort. Deacon Elizabeth Mayo also called members with encouraging words.
April 11, 2020. First Community had an outside Easter Service to celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus, the
defeat of death and the hope of salvation.
July 11, 2021. We are still on shutdown. Reverend Richardson met with Sister Cheryl Mitchell; First
Community‘s Webmaster. With Sister Mitchell facilitating the service, online worship began. What a wonderful
day. We could see and hear our Pastor preach God’s word. 2 Timothy 4:2, KJV: "Preach the word; be instant in
season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine” And oh what a season this
has been. Shortly after beginning online church service, online Bible Study began at 6pm every Wednesday
night.
August 15, 2021. First Community reopened its doors for in house services. An abbreviated service was
held in the Fellowship Hall. In order to be compliant with the CDC, the Fellowship Hall afforded us more room
to adhere to the 6 foot distance between people. Even with an abbreviated service, we still touched on all the
important aspects of worship, such as sermons, communion, praise singing and prayer.
April 10, 2022. First Community moved back into the Sanctuary. What a joyous day. We were in church in
the Fellowship Hall, but now we are really back in church! It is just something spiritual about the peaceful
calming quietness of the Sanctuary.
April 16, 2022. Deacon Elizabeth Mayo saw a need for fellowship and group prayer. Prayer is our highway
to God and everyone needs prayer. Online Noon Day Prayer was initiated and headed by Deacon Mayo. Church
members meet online every Wednesday at 12 noon. Prayer requests are made, praise reports given, scriptures
are read and discussed and intercessory prayers are prayed.
It has been a long two years and we are still dealing with Covid-19. Matthew 18:20 KJV "For where two or
three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them." God is with us, His people, and this
too shall pass.

ANNUAL WALK FOR HUNGER
April 24, 2022

Sister Seletha Pherribo and Friends
The annual Walk For Hunger was held on April 24, 2022. Registration was as First Baptist Church at 2pm. The
Walk ended at Gold’s Park.
First Community participates each year in this worthy cause. The Walk For Hunger is sponsored by Orange
Congregations In Mission in an effort to raise money to feed the hungry in Orange County. Sister Seletha
Pherribo and friends walked to represent First Community. The walkers raised $550.00 for this worthy cause.
First Community thanks you, Sister Seletha and your wonderful friends for representing First Community and
for your efforts to feed the hungry.

GRADUATIONS
Congratulations to the children of First Community. You did it!!
You have graduated to higher grade or from High School. Either way, we at First
Community are so proud of you and wish you the best for the coming year. Go let your light
shine!

LIFETIME APPRECIATION AWARD
June 18, 2022

On June 18, 2022, a Juneteenth Celebration was held at the Orange County Historical Museum. Our Pastor, Reverend
Richardson was one of two recipients presented with a Lifetime Appreciation Award from the Northern Orange NAACP.
Reverend Richardson was honored for his leadership roles and his efforts to secure equity for Blacks. Along with other Blackled groups, Reverend Richardson and the organized effort of the NAACP pressured the board of education to provide a school
bus for Black students. The effort paid off and a bus was provided. Reverend Richardson later went on to serve as president
of the Northern Orange NAACP where he boycotted the local banks until Blacks were hired. Our Pastor is still a leader in the
local Black community, and humble as always, said he wasn’t expecting the recognition. “It was a pleasant surprise, and I
never had any inkling that it would happen,” he said. I’m deeply appreciative and thankful. I’ll always cherish the award,
because it isn’t every day that you receive award from the NAACP. I’m grateful to them.”
Excerpts and picture taken from News of Orange County
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Please call the church office, when…
•
•
•
•
•

A member of your family is admitted to the hospital, so that visits can be made and the
proper people notified.
You have death in the family so that you can receive helpful advice and assistance
from the pastor and the church family.
Your group plans to have a meeting or program so that it can be placed in the church
bulletin.
Your home phone number is changed or
You have a new address, so that the church records can be corrected.

Please feel free to call the church. We are here to serve. May God Bless You.
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