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                   WHAT IS CHURCH ETIQUETTE? 
Honoring the Sanctuary 

   There is no written rulebook about church behavior for Baptists.  This information represents 
what churches typically teach about expected behavior in church.  Some of the rules 
mentioned here will be new but make sense; the rest are based on common sense. 

 
     Etiquette is defined as “the customary rules for conduct or behavior in polite society.”  Church    

etiquette is the customary rules for conduct and behavior in a church of God.  It falls into 
several broad categories: 

 
 Rule 1:  Speaking from the pulpit:  Only the minister or invited speakers are allowed to speak 

from the center pulpit.  Other persons are asked to use side lecterns if they are participating 
in the worship service. 

 Rule 2:   Being in the Pulpit:  Only the minister, or persons authorized by the minister should 
ever be in the pulpit.  Children should be taught at young ages that this is a sacred spot and 
can never be used as a play area. 

 Rule 3:   Enter and Exit As Directed:  If you must leave the sanctuary during church service, 
do not pass in front of the pulpit.  Use the side aisles and exits so that you will not disturb 
others. 

 Rule 4:  Maintaining Silence Before God:  During the service, the congregation is expected to 
actively participate in worship.  However, God’s house is a place for reverence and worship, 
not loud and idle conversations (between each other or cell phones.) 

 Rule 5:   Treatment of Church Bibles and Hymnals:  Bibles and Hymnals that are placed in 
pews are to be treated with care and respect.  They should not be written on or used to 
dispose of gum.  The bindings should be cared for; the spines of Bibles and Hymnals 
should be protected.  They are the property of the church and should not be taken home by 
parishioners.  Parishioners should let the church leadership know if Bibles and Hymnals are 
in need of repair. 

 Rule 6:   Treatment of the Communion Table:   The Communion table is used for one of two 
holy ordinances (ceremonies or rites) of the Baptist Church.  Ministers and others who are 
in charge of the Communion service are the only persons permitted to us it.  Personal items 
should never be placed on the Communion table. 

 Rule 7:   Treatment of the Baptismal Pool:   Baptism is the other important ordinance of the 
Baptist Church.  In many churches the baptismal pool is covered and they are typically 
drained of water until the day of the ceremony.  However, some churches have more easily 
accessible baptismal pools.  No one is to ever go into the baptismal pool unless they have 
specific instructions to do so by church leadership (typically ministers, deacons or trustees.)  

 Rule 8:   Treatment of the Pews:   Pews are the benches that we sit in on Sundays and for 
other church services.  We should treat them respectfully. 

 Rule 9:   Language that Honors God:   Part of your commitment to God is to use language that 
honors God.  Swearing in the sanctuary or any other part of the church is forbidden. 

 Rule 10:  Enter and Exit as Directed:  Typically, you are not supposed to enter or leave the 
sanctuary during prayers, the reading of the Scripture or the sermon.  You are also to 
remain in church until the closing benediction (final prayer of the service) has been said.  
Ushers, considered gatekeepers of the church, will remind you of these rules if you arrive 



late, have left to use the restroom, or 
have another reason to walk into or out 
of the sanctuary.  Of course, 
emergencies are special cases and will 
be dealt with as they occur. 

  Rule 11:  No Food, Beverages or 
Chewing Gum in the Sanctuary:  This 
is another way of    respecting the 
sanctity of God’s house.  Use of these 
items is too casual in church and runs 
the risk of ruining church property and 
wasting tithes made to God on repairs 
that would not otherwise be necessary. 

 



 

SICK AND SHUT-IN 
 

 
 

Brother Chalmers Bumphus 
Sister Esther Jeffries 
Sister Mary McCauley 
Sister Candace Truss 
Brother Henry Whitted 
Brother Lester Whitted 
Sister Geraldine Wilson 
Brother James Wilson 

 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

Our deepest sympathy to: 
 

Sister Shirley Byrd 
and family in the loss of her husband, 

Deacon Joseph Byrd 
 

The Bullock and Chick Family in the loss 
of their loved one, 

Deaconess Novella Chick 

 

AN ATHEIST’S VIEW ON LIFE 
 

I will live my life according to these beliefs 
God does not exist 

It is just foolish to think 
That there is a God with a cosmic plan 

 
That an all-powerful God brings 

 redemption and healing to the pain and suffering in the world 
                             It is a comforting thought, however 

It is only wishful thinking 
People can do as they please without eternal consequences 

 
The idea that 

 I am deserving of Hell 
Because of sin 

Is a lie meant to make me a slave to those in power 
 

“The more you have, the happier you will be” 
Our existence has no grand meaning or purpose 

In a world with no God 
There is freedom to be who I want to be 

 
But with God 

Everything is fine 
It is ridiculous to think 

I am lost and in need of saving 
 

A CHRISTIAN’S VIEW ON LIFE 
READ THIS BOTTOM TO TOP 

 
 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

April 13, 2014 
 

First Community celebrated Palm Sunday.   
The Mixed Choir rendered the music. 

Ushers - The Youth Ushers 
Greeter – Sister Linda Whitted 
Sermon -  “Trouble In My Way” 

Rev. William Richardson 

 

They waved palm branches as He passed 
And hailed Him as their King; 

Yet, they knew not of the sorrow 
The coming week would bring. 

 

The glad acclaim would soon give way 
To jeers and mockery; 

In Pilate’s court He’d be condemned 
To a cross on Calvary. 

 

But Jesus know He was the price 
In God’s redemptive plan, 

The sacrificial Lamb come down 
To die for sins of man. 

 

The centuries have passed and still 
He seeks those lost in sin, 

Pleading with unyielding hearts 
To repent and follow Him. 

 

On this day we shout our praise, 
O, let us not delay; 

The palm-strewn path of long ago 
Still leads to Him today. 

 

By Kay Hoffman 

 

E A S T E R  S U N D A Y 
April 20, 2014 

 

 
 

First Community celebrated Easter Sunday. 
The Youth Choir provided the music. 

The Congregational Hymn was: “Nothing But The Blood” 
Played By:  Kenna Wells 

Praise Dance Song was: “My Redeemer” 
Dance By:  Nia Bullock 

Sermon: “HA AHA! “ Meaning – Surprise” 
  Rev. William Richardson 

Ushers – The Young Adult Ushers 
Greeter – Sister Cherba Torain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS LIFE ON EARTH 
Easter means that this life on earth is not all there is, 

Jesus went “to prepare a place for us” 

in His Father’s heavenly mansions for all eternity, 
Jesus died for our sins, paying our penalty, 

so that we could be forgiven. 
He was resurrected to prove that death has no hold 

on those who repent and accept Him as Savior. 
This life on earth is a prelude to eternal joy with our Lord. 

Easter is a celebration of our eternal destiny. 
 

By Joanna Fuchs 

 
First Community sponsored an Easter Egg Hunt on April 19, 

2014 for the youth.  Sister Heather Wells was the coordinator. 
 



 
M I S S I O N A R Y   D A Y 

 April 27, 2014    
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sister Cherba Torain, Presiding                         

                                                                  Call to Worship – Sister Cherba Torain  
                                                         Invocation – Sister Cherba Torain 

                                                          Offertory Prayer – Sister Cherba Torain 
 

     
 
                                    Music                        Ushers                      Greeter 
                 The Male Chorus                                       The Senior Ushers                                          Sister Iris Folk 

 
                Scripture                                 Prayer                                  Litany “Let There Be Light”                 Greeting of Guest and Announcements 
 Sister Hazel Quick                Sister Linda Whitted   Brother Earl Brown       Sister Stephanie Brodie 

 
 
  
 
 
 

   
        Special Presentation                   Sermon – “Bread Of Corn”                      Remarks – Sister Shirley Byrd, Missionary Department President 
  Sister Linda Snipes                        Rev. William Richardson                                                   Rev. William Richardson, Pastor 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>. 

M E M O R I A L   D A Y 
May 25, 2014 

 

Sermon – “The Willing Giver” 
Rev. William Richardson 

Music – The Male Chorus   Ushers – The Senior Ushers  Greeter – Sister Iris Folk 
Litany – “For Those Who Protect Our Lives” – Brother Craig Jones 

 

We are grateful for all of the service men and women who served our country to protect us 
and to bring peace to a world filled with so much hate and injustice. 

May God Bless each of them and protect those who are still in service. 
We pray for the families who have lost their loved ones, 

and may they find peace knowing that their loved one died 
because of the love they have for their families and their country. 

 

Rev. William Richardson Recognized First Community Veterans. 
Brother Earl Brown   Brother Joseph Byrd           Brother Johnny Jarrett, Jr.          Brother Leon Lee                                                    
Brother Donald McIver   Sister Romaine Waller         Brother Lester Whitted  



 

M O T H E R ’ S   D A Y 
May 11, 2014 

First Community celebrated Mother’s Day by honoring our mother’s and giving thanks to them.   
We also gave thanks in loving memory to all mothers who are no longer here with us. 

 
                                                                       Sister Seletha Pherribo, Presiding 

                                                                      Call To Worship – Sister Seletha Pherribo 
                                                                     Invocation – Sister Seletha Pherribo 

 
 
 

                Music          “Precious Lord”   Ushers    Greeter 
      The Mixed Choir  Sister Geneva Brooks       The Youth Ushers  Sister Cothene Watson 
 

    Scripture Prayer                      Litany – “A Mother’s Beatitudes”               Greeting of Guests and Announcements 

 Sister Beverly Lee         Sister Dorothy Lea           Sister Deborah Taylor                           Sister Amy Mitchell 
 

 
 
 
 
 

          Offertory Prayer      Special Offering                                    Sermon – “Most Valuable Mothers” 
  Sister Martha Ann Johnson     Sister Rita McIver                 Sister Mary Wells   Rev. William Richardson  
                                                                                       

 
 
 
 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

F A T H E R ’ S  DA Y   /  M E N ’ S  D A Y 
June 15, 2014 

First Community Celebrated Father’s Day and Men’s Day and paid tribute to our fathers. 
We also paid tributes in memory of our fathers who are no longer with us. 

  
           Brother Johnny Jarrett, Jr., Presiding                     Sermon 
           Call To Worship – Brother Johhny Jarrett, Jr.                             “Fatherhood Matters To God”                                                                                     
           Invocation – Brother Johnny Jarrett, Jr                     Rev. William Richardson                                                                                                               
                                                                              
                          

    Music         Father’s Day Song                       Ushers    Greeter 
      The Young Adult Praise Team     Sister Geneva Brooks          The Young Adults Ushers      Sister Cherba Torain  
          

                                    Scripture                                               Prayer                                                    Litany  “A Father’s Day Litany”            
Brother Earl Brown                                    Brother Donald McIver                             Brother Donald Young                                                             

                                          

 
 
 
 
             
              Special Offering 
 Greeting Of Guests & Announcements                                 Offertory Prayer   Brother Johnny Garrett, Sr. 

 Deacon Lloyd Roberson                       Brother Shawn Bethea                            Brother Daniel Obie                                 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Y O U T H   C H O I R   F I F T H   A N N I V E R S A R Y 

May 18, 2014 
 

Music – The Youth Choir 
Hymn of Praise – “O How I Love Jesus - Played By – Kenna Wells 

Praise Dance – (Mime) Press In Your Presence 
Nia Bullock  Asia Latta  Daniel Bullock  Ciara Bullock 

 

 
 

Sermon – “Songs Of The Angels” – Rev. William Richardson 
Ushers – The Young Adult Ushers  Greeter – Sister Cherba Torain 

 

Presentations were made to: 
Sister Marjorie Vanhooke – Sister Cheryl Mitchell – Sister Stephanie Brodie – Sister Courtney Johnson  

Sterlicia Clark – Brother Randy Mitchell – Sister Shereen Johnson – Sister Atsie Brown 
We are grateful to The Youth Choir for giving praises, adoration, blessings and lifting up the name of Jesus in their songs.   

All of these accolades were mention in Rev. Richardson’s sermon. 
   Thank you to the leaders and musicians for their dedicated service to The Youth Choir and to our church family. 

Leaders are:  Sister Shereen Johnson and Sister Courtney Johnson 
Musicians are:  Brother Randy Mitchell – Keyboard and Sterlicia Clark - Drummer 

There are twenty-two members.   The Youth Choir will be on vacation until September. 
 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

S E N I O R  C H O I R  T W E N T Y – S E V E N T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
June 1, 2014 

 

Congratulations to the Senior Choir who celebrated their Twenty- Seventh Anniversary.  
The Senior Choir provides the music for our first Sunday service. 

There are fifteen active members, five musicians and fifteen deceased members. 
Memorial Service – Rev. William Richardson and Sister Marjorie Vanhooke 

Special Presentations – Sister Shirley Byrd 
Sermon – “Music From The Landfill” – Rev. William Richardson 



 
 
 
 
 

S T U D E N T   R E C O G N I T I O N   D A Y 
June 8, 2014 

Sister Seletha Pherribo, Presided 

College Graduates 
 

 
 
. 
 
 
 
 

 

High School Graduates 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Elementary School 
 

        Diondra Compton -  Diondra was promoted to first grade.  Diondra received a certificate in engineering and writing improvement. 
       
        Zymier Evans  -  Zymier was promoted to first grade. 
        
        Jewell Jarrett - Jewell was promoted to the fifth grade.  Her parents are Johnny Jarrett, Jr. and Eugenia Jarrett 
         
        Asia Latta – Asia was promoted to the eleventh grade.  Her parent is Ronda Turrentine. 
        
        Arianna Lewis Pullium – Arianna was promoted to the third grade and received a certificate for most improved in writing. 
        
        Omarion Lewis Pullium – Omarion was promoted to the fifth grade and received an award in Physical Education. 
        
        Deniya Turrentine – Deniya was promoted to the seventh grade.  Her parent is Ronda Turrnetine. 

Cheryl George Mitchell 
 

Cheryl received her Master of Science 
Degree in Information Technology with a 
concentration in Information Security and 
Assurance with a 3.5 Grade Point Average  

Brittany N. Johnson 
 

Brittany graduated from 
Winston-Salem State 

 University with honors. 

Michelle Brooks 
 

Michelle received her General    
Education Diploma from Durham 

Technical Community College. 

                    Sterlicia Clark 
Sterlicia graduated from              
Orange High School.  She will 
be attending Alamance 
Community College. 

 

Michael Poteat 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael received his General 
Education Diploma from Durham 

Technical Community College. 

Taylon Johnson 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Taylon graduated from Leesville 
Road High School. He will be 
attending Greensboro College. 

Devana D. Turner 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Devana graduated from Cedar 
Ridge High School as an honor 
student.  She will be attending 

NC A&T University. 



 
Vacation Bible School was held on Wednesday, June 16th and Friday June 18th. 

Theme:  DECOVER – DECIDE - DEFEND 
 

Devotion 
  Brother Johnny Jarrett, Jr. -  Scripture & Prayer 

Songs – Jesus Loves Me – Every Praise Is To Our God 
  

Teacher 
Sister Marjorie Vanhooke – Adult Class 

 

Adult Class Attendants 
 

        Seletha Pherribo Stephanie Brodie Johnny Jarrett, Jr. Iris Folk  
           Eliza Torain                            Ronda Turrentine Connie George Martha Johnson  
           Peggy Clark                           Sterlicia Clark  Swantee Brooks Wandra Richardson 
        Rev. William Richardson 

Teachers 
              Sister Eugenia Jarrett – Sister Dorica Jackson 

 

Youth Class Attendants 
 

 Arianna Lewis Omarion Lewis Asia Latta Deniya Turrentine 
 Diondre Compton      Kyndale Jackson Tylek Oliver Faith Bigelow 
 Jordan Pettiford Alexzandria Pettiford Torry Jackson   Cyani Jacobs 
 Isis Jarrett Israel Jarrett Jewell Jarrett Zymier Evans 

 
 
 

Everyone had a night of fun and learning.  
 Snacks were served on Wednesday and a light dinner on Friday. 

  
Sister Seletha Pherribo was the coordinator of the Vacation 

Bible School.  Thanks Seletha, for a job well done. 

 
 

 
 

FAREWELL 
First Community bid farewell to Emily Snider on April 04 2014.  Emily, foster daughter of Sister 
Demetrice Turner joined the Peace Corps and is embarking on a new chapter in her life.   A small 
goodbye party was held in the Fellowship Hall where Emily presented her foster mom with flowers and 
read a lovely poem of appreciation dedicated to her.   Emily thanked members of her church family for 
their support with small gifts and words of appreciation.  Members of her foster family spoke fondly of 
Emily and wished her well. 
  
 Refreshments were served as everyone fellowshipped and gave their personal goodbyes to Emily.   

  



                                  

BE SAFE                                                           ENJOY  YOUR SUMMER 

 
Health officials:  Be Safe In Heat 

The elderly, the very young, people with 
 chronic diseases and the mentally ill 

 are at the highest risk for complications. 
 

To help prevent heat-related illness, injury and even death, 
 the CDC recommends all people: 

 

Stay in an air-conditioned indoor location as much as possible. 
 

Drink plenty of fluids even if you don’t feel thirsty. 
 

Wear loose, lightweight, light-colored clothing and sunscreen. 
 

Schedule outdoor activities carefully. 
 

Exercise during cooler periods early in the morning 
 or late in the day or in an air conditioned facility, if possible.  

Take cool showers or baths to cool down. 
 

Do not leave children or pets in cars. 
 

Check on a friend or neighbor and 
 have someone do the same for you. 

 

Check the local news for health and safety updates. 
 

Following these tips can reduce the risk 
 of heat-related illnesses. 

 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 
The American Red Cross Offers These 

 Safety Tips For Swimmers: 
 

Enroll your child in age-appropriate swim lessons. 
 

Don’t swim alone. 
 

Never leave a young child unattended near water, 
 and don’t trust a child’s life to another child. 

 

Have young children or inexperienced swimmers 
 wear U.S. Coast Guard-approved life jackets around water, 

but don’t rely on the jackets alone. 
 

Actively supervise kids around water, 
 even if lifeguards are present. 

 

Stay within arm’s reach of young children and 
 avoid distractions when supervising children around water. 

 

If a child is missing, check the water first. 
  Seconds count in preventing death or disability. 

 
 

The Herald Sun 

 
 

Things you can do to have fun and 
learn during your vacation. 

 

INDOOR 
 

Attend “Story Time” at your Library  
 Check books out of the library to read at home 

Go Bowling – Go to a Children’s Movie 
Play games – Checkers, Bible Games, 

Visit a Museum or the Zoo 
Do Word Search, Jigsaw Puzzles and Variety Puzzles 

 

OUTDOOR 
Learn how to fly a kite 

Go swimming 
Play hide and seek 

Go to park and play basketball, football or soccer 
 

Spend a day volunteering your time to a worthy cause 
Do a good deed for an elderly neighbor 

Do chores around the house to help mom and dad 
 
 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

THE WOMAN’S AUXILIARY BANQUET 
 
    The Woman’s Auxiliary of the East Cedar Grove Association annual banquet was held at the Homestead 
Festival House in Timberlake, North Carolina on June 28, 2014.  The Association Theme was: “Using All The 
Parts to Make the Whole”.   The colors this year were black and gold.   The speaker was Minister Brenda Hunt 
Moore; Associate Minister of New Hope Person.    
    The guests were treated with a wonderful sermon by Minister Moore, followed by a delicious dinner and 
ending with door prizes and remarks.   Reverend William Richardson was in attendance along with First 
Community members, Brother Earl Brown accompanied by his wife; Sister Astie Brown, Sister Tameka 
Bethea, Sister Lacey Mtumwa, Sister Seletha Pherribo, Sister Linda Snipes, Sister Cherba Torain, Sister 
Linda Powell-Whitted and Brother Lester Whitted.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

REV. WILLIAM RICHARDSON 
First Community celebrated Rev. Richardson’s birthday on May 18.  

 We are praying that you will have joy, love, peace, happiness and good health for many more years. 
We love you! 

 
 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 
First Community Children 
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Please call the church office, when… 
 

 A member of your family is admitted to the hospital, so that visits can be made 

and the proper people notified. 

 You have death in the family so that you can receive helpful advice and assistance 

from the pastor and the church family. 

 Your group plans to have a meeting or program so that it can be placed in the 

church bulletin. 

 Your home phone number is changed or you have a new address, so that the 

church records can be corrected. 



 

Please feel free to call the church. We are here to serve. May God Bless You. 
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The First Community Spotlight is edited by Connie George 

Co-Editor Linda Snipes 

All Contributions are welcome! 


