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Sanctuary
For me, the sanctuary at First Community is very

important to my spiritual well being. Sometimes
I'll walk down the center aisle touching almost

y each pew, and at other times, | will simply stand at
Rev. William Richardson  the end of a pew and ask God to continue blessing
those who sit there. For me, this act of reverence and praying to our Lord in
the absence of members who will eventually come and worship and sit in
those pews; experience real authentic worship and fellowship will make a
profound difference in my life. As | pray through the sanctuary | am asking

the Lord to fill each pew to let His will be done.

In the average church goers’ mind showing up on Sunday’s at 10:30 am is
enough for spiritual vitality. So we often choose to attend or accept church
on our conditions. Christians do not wait for perfect weather, great
preaching, extraordinary music, or out of this world church programs to
attend church. God’s church is more than selective choosing one program
over another. His church can meet all of your needs. Get involved; reclaim
your incomparable spiritual birthright. God is a great God. His wisdom has
overcome more problems than we can begin to imagine. | would urge each
member to take the initiative to experience this wonderful atmosphere. Let
me tell you again, that touching and praying at each pew is a wonderful way
to cultivate deep and lasting intimacy with our Savior. We can feel close to
God when we visit His sanctuary, our house of worship. In the light of this
great opportunity, as you pass each pew, remember our brothers and sisters
to God in prayer.

God Bless,

Reverend William Richardson, Pastor
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SICK AND SHUT-IN

Sister Katie Roberson
Sister Anita Lewis
Sister Odessia Breeze
Sister Dorothy Lea
Sister Mary Villines
Sister Mary Wells

Brother Erick Brooks
Brother Keith Cook
Brother Lester Whitted
Brother Kenneth Perry
Brother Nkosi Mtumwa
Brother Daniel Obie
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SYMPATHY

With heartfelt

We wish you God's peace
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Our Sympathy goes out to:
Sister Marjorie Vanhooke and Family
In the loss of their loved one,
Rodney Gattis

Sister Odessia Breeze and Family
In the loss of their loved one,Rebecca Brown

Sisters Barbara Prear, Stephanie Brodie &
Candace Truss in the loss of their loved one,
Lee (Pete) McCauley, Jr.

Prayer
to Praise

the Lord

Oh heavenly Father,
Despite this fallen world
And my complexityand pain,
Let me praise you.

For you are the Most High.
The Holy One. The Lord.

In the face of hatred and despair
May | be lifted up, oh Lord,
To praise you with conviction.
For | know full well
The price paid for my soul.
My heart cannotdeny your
Pure and powerful love.

So let me raise my arms up high
To proclaimyour victory.
Your work is notdone.

The story has not ended.
God’s Word is final, and it says,
You so loved the world,

You gave your only Son.
Whoever believes
Shall not perish
But will have everlasting life.
| believe, oh loving Lord,
This alone makes me strong.
Your Spirit fills me and moves me
To praise your glorious name out loud.
Christ has died! Christ has risen!
Christ will come again!

In the name of Jesus,
Amen.

prayerforanxiety.com

PRAYER OF THANKS

Gracious Lord,

Thank you for this lovely day. We come before you
with grateful hearts. Thank you for all of your
blessings and goodness in our lives. It is only
because of your kindness and grace that we are
able to get through each day. We give you glory.
We give you all of our love and adoration. Thank
you for loving us and forgiving our sins. We want
to express our gratitude to you, Lord. For
everything You have done in our lives. Thank you
for being our provider, we appreciate Your works
in our lives. Thank you for being our guide and
helping us in making good decisions. Thank you
for being our sustainer in our lives. Even when
things are difficult, we trust that You are working
and that You will always see us through. Thank you,
Lord, for all that You do in our lives. We bless your
Holy Name. Amen

“l am the bread of life...”




Harry EASTER

/
If in this life onWhave e in Christ,
we are of all men most miserable”
(1 Corinthians 15:14, 19)
“If Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain...”
All over the world Christians celebrated the resurrection of Jesus Christ. The idea of someone rising from the dead is hard to believe.
Many have claimed to rise from the dead, but only Jesus rose from the dead never to die again; and He did so in such a manner that
it cannot be denied. Many saw Him crucified and then saw Him again alive after He returned from the grave. God did something that
no other so-called god or deity did for the world. Jesus was unique in that He died willingly because He loved us so much, and then
He came back to show us that He is indeed the living Word of God.

The bodily resurrection of Christ is one thing that sets Christianity apart from the religions of the world. His resurrection also gives
His followers assurance of forgiveness and of their own future resurrection. Without the resurrection, we are lost to an eternity
without God. This is what our celebration of the risen Lord means to us. If Jesus had not risen from the grave, there would be no
foundation for us to believe in Him. The resurrection of Jesus gives credibility to our faith. When we truly understand through the
eyes of faith that our Lord Jesus is alive, it makes all the difference in the world in the way we live. When we truly grasp the truth
about the living Word of God, our lives are transformed and freed from anxiety and fear.

We rejoice because Jesus is alive today. He is our living Word. Joy can replace our fears and anxieties, if only we take that simple
step of believing in the One who has shown Himself to us in so many ways. He gives us reason to believe in Him.

Excerpts from Bible Expositor and Illuminator “Risen From The Dead” (Lesson 6) John 20:1-20

CHRIST IS RISEN
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GOD IS ABLE

To Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power that works in us, to Him be glory.

When we pray, God answers. But God’s answers are not always what we expect. Sometimes God answers no, when we expect a
yes. Sometimes He say yes, when deep inside we're expecting a no. And sometimes God says yes in a way that is “infinitely beyond
our greatest prayers, hopes, or dreams” (Ephesian 3:20 AMP). Why? Because God is able, and because He delights in giving His
children good gifts (Matthew 7:11)

God is able to love us when we are unlovable. He is able to carry out His perfect purpose in our imperfect lives. He is able to
shield and strengthen us. And He will do this until we arrive in heaven. God gives a promise to those who faithfully follow Him: when
we pray, He answers---abundantly.

Father, | will trust You to answer my prayers and | cannot
wait to see what You do!

Excerpts From God’s Promises Every Day. 365 Devotional — Submitted by Deacon Elizabeth Mayo

“l am the resurrection and the life”




Tyler Butler Figueroa

April 9, 2023

First Community was treated to a phenomenal musical
performance by Violinist Tyler Butler Figueroa. Tyler is a 15-year-old
violinist that has been playing the violin for over seven years. Tyler
lives with his Mom Kisua and little brother Adam in Raleigh, NC. Tyler
| was diagnosed with leukemia at the age of four and a half, and he
w had to undergo surgery and chemotherapy. One day he read a flyer
4 about learning to play the violin. He began lessons and soon
m advanced beyond what they could teach him and began studying and
¢ learning on his own. Tyler did not want to be known as the kid with
cancer, he wanted to be the kid that plays the violin. Playing the violin
afforded him new opportunities and took him to new heights. At age
11, Tyler auditioned and played on America's Got Talent, going on to
win the coveted “Golden Buzzer" from Simon Cowell that advanced

, e him to the Live Rounds. This is where Sister Marjorie Vanhooke
d|scovered Terr at. She loved to hear him play the violin and wanted to have Tyler play for First Community.
Sister Vanhooke spoke with Reverend Richardson and then reached out to Tyler to have him come and play
for our Easter Sunday Service.

Tyler is a very talented young man. Gospel, Classical, Pop, Country, Folk, Memorial, Patriotic, Soft Rock,
Line Dance, Nigerian, Hip Hop, R&B, Soul, Bollywood, and Spanish are the musical genres Tyler performs.
For us, at First Community Tyler held us in awe as he played inspiring beautiful gospel music on his violin,
such as Take Me To The King, Look Up Child, Jesus Loves Me, | Look To You, and Deliver Me. It was a
wonderful concert and we hope to have Tyler come back and play for us again. Thank you, Sister Vanhooke
for introducing us to this amazing young man.

“l am the light of the world”




DO" Birthday Celebration

May 7, 2023
Reverend Richardson celebrated his 90t birthday on May 7t in the Fellowship Hall at First

he chose to celebrate early with his members. The birthday event was sponsored by Reverend
Richardson’s children and family. The Fellowship Hall was decorated in hues of blue and silver by
Sister Robin Wells assisted by Sister Stephanie Brodie. The Youth Choir started the festivities by
singing Happy Birthday to the Pastor. Reverend Richardson voiced his appreciation for the event,
followed by members and friends who expressed birthday wishes, words of admiration along with
gifts to the Pastor. A delicious dinner was served by Sister Robin Wells along with a gorgeous cake
baked and decorated with golf ornaments by Sister Candace Truss. Assisting Sister Wells was Sister
{ Candance Truss, Makayla Wells and Cyani Jacobs. Thank you, ladies, for a lovely celebration.
Reverend Richardson, we hope your 90t birthday was as special as you are and as you look back
1 over 90 years, we hope that your memories are warm ones. You have given up so many sacrifices

in order for us to see the right way and we can't thank you enough. May God’s light shine on you
for many years to come. p
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{ / May you have all the | Jjoy

your heart can hold
All the smiles

a day can bring.
All the b[essings
a [ife can u‘nfo[d
and the best of everyﬂling.
Happy Birthday!
MARCH APRIL MARCH
4% Linda Snipes 5t Linda Powell-Whitted 15™ Leonard & Elizabeth Mayo
5th  Doniel Bullock 6" Arianna Lewis
6" Lillie Lewis gt Tylinn Hamlett
7t Crystal Wade 14" Louise Murphy APRIL
10* Kecia Carmichael 14* Nakaylah Johnson 2ND  Michael & Cothene Watson
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23" Brandon Johnson 16" Demetrice Turner 6 Michael & Corina Riley
26" Aiden Wilkerson 17*" Martin Torain
27" Christina Harris 22" Brian Riley MAY

th  Michael P
30 ichael Poteat 17™ Shawn & Tameka Bethea

25%  Lloyd & Katie Roberson

MAY JUNE
2" Corina Riley 1t Marc Richardson JUNE
4t Elijah Johnson 1t Leon Lea 6t  Marvin & Carla Turner
6t Katie Roberson 3"  Melanie Clark 27 Larry & Crystal Wade
8t Mary Wells 8t  Graesyn Goodman
9t  Brenda Breeze 9t Cothene Watson
10" William Richardson 20" Shereen Johnson
18" Andre’ Murphy 20" Makayla Grady
22" Eliza Torain 20" Timothy Sanders
24™ Donald Mclver 27t Jalyn Riley
26" Monaca Richardson 28" Tijon Clark

26t Ciara Bullock
26" Amayah Johnson
31™" Courtney Edwards

“l am the way, the truth, and the life”
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OnJune 18, 2023, First Community honored all Fathers that
are here with us today and those that have passed. We
thank God for all the men in our church, our community and
all over the world who each day strive to be living examples
to every child they meet. In Rev. Richardson’s sermon, “Our
Father” he spoke of what a good father should be like. He
reminded us that we have a father in heaven that we can go
to whenever we need to. The following article was read by,
Brayden Hamlett.

HIDDEN LOVE
CELEBRATING THE LOVE OF FATHERS

Dads-- In a world of wonder, where love is unfolded, there
is a treasure that is hidden. It is a Dad's love, in our world.
However, it may be unnoticed like a silent melody; it is a
beacon of strength that forever sets us free. In quiet moments,
he would teach us right from wrong. With steady hands
guiding us, he made our spirits strong. Through laughter and
tears, he would wipe away our fears. A pillar of love
throughout the passing years. Daddy's love, "OH, it is a
hidden love in the world.

An anchor in the storm, as life's tapestry unfolds. With every
sacrifice, every tear he has shed, Daddy's love is a precious
gem, like a crown upon our heads. Sometimes it is easy to
overlook. The depth of his love is like an open book, but in
his actions, in every little way, he shows his love, each, and
every day.

In moments of triumph, he stands there by our side. His
pride in our achievements, he never tries to hide. With words
of wisdom, like whispers on the wind, His love is
unwavering through thick and thin.

Daddy's love, "OH", it is the hidden love in the world.

With love to all Father’s from your Children

On May 14, 2023, First Community honored our mothers, all
those who are with us and those who have passed. Roses were
given to all mothers. Rev. Richardson’s sermon was “Praying
Mothers In The Light Of God.” He stated, Mothers are the
foundation of the home. We have to pray for our children.
Prayer will lead them and guide them in the light of God.

A Mother’s Love

There’s no love like a mother’s,
Her heart is filled with care.
With Christ as her example,
Her Savior’s love she’ll share.
A mother’s love is endless,
Not changing for all time.
When needed by her children,
A mother’s love will shine.

God bless these special mothers,
God bless them every one.
For all their tears and heartaches,
And special work they've done.
When days on earth are over,
A mother’s love lives on,
Through many generations,
God'’s blessings on each one.
Be thankful for our mothers,
Who love with higher love,
From power God has given,
And strength from up above.

MY TESTIMONY

| LOVE THE LORD! He has been faithful to me for eighty-eight
years in providing everything | need (His Grace and Mercy,
Protection, Guidance, Peace and His Unfailing Love).
Wherever | am and whatever | am going through | know the
one and only God is with me. His Spirit is guiding me
everyday.

| WILL BLESS THE LORD AT ALL TIMES, because He has put
me here at First Community. He has instilled in me a deep
desire to come to church every Sunday for thirty-six years.
It hurts my heart to miss church and miss the reading of the
Scripture, singing, praying, and most important the
Preaching God's true word by my Pastor, Rev. William
Richardson.

| LOVE MY PASTOR! | never want to miss any of his sermons
because his sermons uplift me, encourage me not to ever
give up and give me knowledge to know what | can render
unto the Lord for what He has done for me.
| LOVE MY CHURCH FAMILY! It delights my heart when | see
my church family come into the sanctuary on Sunday
morning. | long to see all of my church family come to
church every Sunday so together we all can Worship, Praise
and Thank God for everything He has done for us here at
First Community and for bringing us through another week.
The love | have for my God, my Pastor, my church family is

everlasting.
g Connie George




FIRST COMMUNITY’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome back to

un M'/

scHoOk:

Sunday School will begin June 11,
2023, at 9:30 am except 1% Sunday
Deacon Elizabeth Mayo is our
teacher. Sunday School books are
available. If you are interest in
teaching Sunday School
please

Richardson.

once a

month, contact Rev.

Study to show thyself approved unto God

a workman that needeth not to be ashamed

Rightly dividing the word of truth.

2Timothy 2:15

Bible Study is held
Wednesday evening at 6:00 pm.

every

Rev. William Richardson is our
He said that all of us
need to know who to look to when

instructor.

things are going in the wrong
direction.

4 Wedesday Night

Bible i

Prayer Service begins at 12:00 noon.
Deacon Elizabeth Mayo is the leader
of noon day prayer service. We have
a prayer and scripture. We have
prayer request and praise report.
The prayer service ends with
comments, announcements and a

scripture.

First Community MBC invites you to attend any of our scheduled services, classes or events by joining the First Community
Missionary Baptist Church dedicated Zoom Meeting Room. You can join using the video streaming option on the Zoom platform
using the meeting ID: 225 564 0722 or by calling in using the phone numbers listed below.

All things First Community simply Join our Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/2245640722 Meeting ID: 224 564 0722 Call In using this # 309 205 3325, Meeting ID: 2245640722#

FUND RAISER

ENDING JULY 16TH

First Community is sponsoring the “66
Books of the Bible” fundraiser. The
fundraiser started on April 16" and will
end July 16"™. All members are asked to
participate in giving for the upkeep of the
church. To begin the fundraiser,
members are asked to choose an
envelope. On each envelope there is a
name and number of a book of the Bible.
Whatever the number of the book of the
Bible is on your envelope that is the
contribution you are asked to give to the
church. Thank you for your support.

MISSIONS

Food Pantry Needs
The (OCIM) Orange Congregatios In
Mission Food Pantry need help
restocking their shelves. Items needed
are (Canned Pinto Beans, Pork & Beans,

Canned Peas & Mixed Vegetables, Fruit &

Apple Sauce, Mayonnaise, Jelly, Canned

Pasta (Ravioli, Beef-A-Roni, Pasta Sauce,

Crackers & Cereal.)
300 Millstone Dr., Hillsborough, NC

First Community will resume providing
the food of the month (Fruit). There is a
basket in the vestibule. For more
information see Sister Linda Snipes or
Sister Shirley Byrd.

“l am the door..."

CHURCH SERVICES

SUNDAY ™

& MORNING,
N i

Join us as we worshxp God
and grow in faith.

— P A L

First Community Worship
Service is held every
Sunday at 10:30 am. You
are welcome to worship
with us.



https://us06web.zoom.us/j/2245640722

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

April 8, 2023

Brother Martin and Sister Lisa Torain celebrated their 55t birthdays and their wedding anniversary in the Fellowship Hall at First
Community on April 8, 2023 at 3:00pm. The Fellowship Hall was beautifully decorated in blue silver and white with pops of orange.
The orange represented the colors of the couple’s wedding . Sister Robin Wells decorated the Hall assisted by Sister Stephanie
Brodie. Sister Brodie was also the Mistress of Ceremony. Martin and Lisa both welcomed their guests and then each gave a
heartwarming testimony of what God has done for them and how far He has brought them. Sister Lisa ended her testimony with a
stirring redintion of “l won't Complain” followed by Prayer by Reverend Joe Clark. What a church service we had praising God!

The birthday couple had an impressive array of entertainment and guests beginning with Minister Wendy Martin, who sang and
Blessed the food, New Rock Spring Male Chorus sang and harmonized so beautifully, Sister Bertha Jenkins aka Sister Stephanie
Brodie made a apperance with a skit titled”If The Shoe Fits”, A Mime Dance by Sterlicia Clark, Songs by the Kings of Harmony and
Remarks by Pastor Dollveen Torres, Reverend Brenda Torain, Pastor Stanley Day and Pastor Ralph Mills. Dinner was catered by
Angelicia Evans.  Closing remarks were done by Brother Martin and Sister Lisa.

' R

Mistress of
Ceremony
AKA
Sister
Bertha
Jenkins
AKA
Sister
Stephanie
Brodie

HAPPY BIRTHDAY d%

April 26, 2023

First Community wished a Happy Birthday to Brother Keith Cook on April 26th Brother Cook
celebrated his 80" milestone birthday on April 28%, 29t and 30". He has moved from
Hillsborough, but still invited his First Community brothers and sisters to his birthday celebration.
The celebration was held at Childress Vineyard Holiday Inn in Lexington, NC.

Brother Cook, we miss you at First Community and hope that you can find a way to visit often.
We hope you had a wonderful birthday and we wish you many more birthday celebrations, each
one better than the one before.




CONGRATULATIONS
EDUCATION ACHIEVEMENTS

WE CONGRATULATE THE CHILDREN OF FIRST COMMUNITY FOR THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS FOR 2022 -
2023 SCHOOL YEAR. We are very proud of you. If you are following Christ then, by God’s grace, you’ve
already made the most important decision of your life. We pray that you will focus on continuing
your education so that you may be successful in all your endeavors. May God give you the desires of
your heart and make all your plans succeed. Student recognition was done by Sister Robin Wells as
she passed out certificates to each of the students.

Brayden, Graesyn, Tylinn, Cyani and Makayla

Amayah Johnson 12th Grade Elijah Johnson ot Grade
Excelsior Classical Academy Excelsior Classical Academy

Cyani Jacobs 11th Grade Nakaylah Johnson 7" Grade
Cedar Ridge High School Excelsior Classical Academy

Tylinn Hamlett 11th Grade Kennedi Richardson 8t Grade
Orange High School Neal Middle School

Graesyn Goodman  10th Grade Brayden Hamlett 5% Grade
Orange High School Excelsior Classical Academy

Makayla Grady

Completed A 9 Month Job Training At The Adams School of Dentistry At UNC, Chapel Hill

“I am the true vine”




CROP WALK

Fun at the Eno River Confluence Natural area this morning!
Seletha Pherribo formed a partnership between
Girl Trek and First Community Missionary Baptist Church
to assist us with fulfilling our support for the OCIM Crop Walk. Girl Trek and First
Community dedicated this hike to OCIM. Through this partnership they raised $450
which was donated to OCIM. Thank you everyone for your generosity.

“l am the good shepherd”




First Community Missionary Baptist Church
P.O. Box 1047

509 Eno Street

Hillsborough, NC 27278

Church Phone: (919) 732-6135

Fax Number: (919) 732-1129
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Our website: firstcommunitymbc.org

Please call the church office, when...

o A member of your family is admitted to the hospital, so that visits can be made and the
proper people notified.

° You have death in the family so that you can receive helpful advice and assistance
from the pastor and the church family.

. Your group plans to have a meeting or program so that it can be placed in the church
bulletin.

. Your home phone number is changed or

o You have a new address, so that the church records can be corrected.

Please feel free to call the church. We are here to serve. May God Bless You.
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