November 1, 2014 — December 31, 2014

Rev. William Richardson, Pastor
In This Issue

Article “Togetherness”
Rev. William Richardson

Welcome New Member
Installation Of New Deacons
Sick & Shut-In / Sympathy
Poem “Lost In The Dark”

Veteran's Recognition
Prayer Service

28" Church Anniversary
Special Service

December Services
Children’s Dedication
Christmas Program
New Year's Eve Service

Special Presentation

In Memorial

Christmas Party

Poem “More Like Jesus”

What Is Church Etiquette?

The Ten Commandments Of How To
Get Along With People

Debit Vs. Credit

Why Life Insurance Is A Must

Important Dates

February
14 Senior Usher Board Banquet

15  Black History Tribute
22  Black History Tribute
28  Black History Soul Food Dinner

March
29  Palm Sunday

April

4 Easter Egg Hunt

5 Easter Sunday

26 D.M.R Senior Missionary Anniversary

May
10  Mother's Day Service
17 Youth Choir Anniversary

ST COMMUNITY MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH !
FIRST COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT

Volume LXVIII

TOGETHERNESS

A few Sundays ago my curiosity was challenged as I
watched three young girls playing in a circle. It’s natural to
want to Rnow how these very young ladies learned to play
together. As one will note the majority of young people
around the church simply play games on their smart phones
and other technical toys alone. These modern systems are
here to stay and we must embrace them. But as with all
convenient technologies this Rnowledge comes with a cost.
If we aren’t careful personal electronics can sometimes
separate us from each other. The idea from those young
ladies playing in the fellowship hall was togetherness. This
Kind of cooperation throughout the community will help to
raise one another to a higher level of motivation to serve our
Savior. The apostle Paul reminds us that we are to comfort
one another for Christ who died for us that whether we are
awake or sleep we should live together with him.

(I Thessalonians 1:10)

This sense of togetherness is crucial for enlisting others
to join this fellowship. This communion of oneness serves to
bind the community as a true witness of Jesus Christ. Let us
be inspired by these tiny unassuming young persons playing
games together, and cheering each other on.
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New Member

We Welcome You To Our Church Family!
May God Bless You!

Deniya Turrentine
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INSTALLATION OF NEW DEACONS

First Community installed two new Deacons on November 23, 2014

Sister Elizabeth Mayo
Brother Johnny Jarrett, Jr.

All Deacons, Deaconess and Pastors in the congregation were
invited to extend the right hand of fellowship to each Deacon.

A charge to each Deacon was made by
Rev. William Richardson.

Rev. Quinesa Brown
presented a Bible and Hymnal to each Deacon.
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Deacons are Servants of the most High God.
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SICK AND SHUT-IN

Brother Chalmers Bumphus
Sister Esther Jeffries
Sister Geraldine Johnson
Sister Mary McCauley
Sister Candace Truss
Sister Nancy Villines
Brother Henry Whitted
Sister Geraldine Wilson
Brother James Wilson

SYMPATHY
Our deepest sympathy to:

Sister Linda Powell-Whitted and Sister Tameka
Bethea in the loss of their cousin, Alice Stephen.

LOST IN THE DARK

When the lights go out it's hard to find your way
around...you can get lost in the dark. If you have
ever had this experience you know how helpless
it feels. Sometimes we all feel just as helpless
stumbling about in our lives. Maybe we have a
dilemma and we don't know which way to turn,
there doesn't seem to be a solution. Isaiah 2:5
says, “Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord.”
Through prayer and meditation and the study of
God’'s word, we can find light. Solutions will
appear and life will make more sense, step into
the light of the Lord at your House of Worship.

The Herald Sun
Keister-Williams Newspaper Services




November 9, 2014
VETERAN’S RECOGNITION

Lead By: Romaine Waller
Prayer: A Veteran's Prayer
Poem: “We Remember Them”

Music: Mixed Choir
Ushers: The Senior Ushers
Greeter: Sister Cothene Watson
Sermon: “Carry On” — Rev.
William Richardson
Jesus Is A Veteran, Carry On In
His Name

Sister Romaine Waller recognized the Veterans of First Community,
their Branch of Service, Rank, Job Title, Wars, and the date they
served in the Armed Services.

The Veterans of First Community are:

.

Eric Brooks
Earl Brown
Quinesa Brown

Johnny Jarrett, Jr.
Leon Lea
Donald Mclver

William Richardson, Jr.
Romaine Waller
Lester Whitted
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November 17, 2014

NINETEENTH ANNUAL PRAYER SUNDAY SERVICE
Intercessory Prayers

Church Officers
Deacons Deacon Lloyd Roberson
Deaconesses Sister Shirley Byrd
Trustees Brother Randy Mitchell
Doris M. Richardson Missionaries
Senior Brother Lester Whitted
Young Adult Sister Dorica Jackson
Youth Jewell Jarrett
Christian Education
Sunday School Sister Cherba Torain

Drama Department Sister Stephanie Brodie

Usher Department

Senior Brother Craig Jones
Music Department
Senior Choir Sister Martha Ann Johnson
Male Chorus Brother Larry Pettiford
Youth Choir Keshawn Torry
Mixed Choir Brother Donald Young
Ensemble Choir Sister Rita Mclver
Youth
Asia Latta
Sermon “Fruit Of The Lips”
Let the fruit of your lips praise the Lord.
Rev. William Richardson
Music The Youth Choir
Ushers The Young Adult Ushers
Greeter Sister Cherba Torain

Thank you to all members that represented their organization on
prayer Sunday. We appreciate each member that dedicates their
time and talent, not only on prayer Sunday but all year to make our
church a welcoming spiritual place to worship. Each prayer was so
meaningful and beautiful.




November 23, 2014

FIRST COMMUNITY MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
28™ CHURCH ANNIVERSARY - (1986-2014)

“‘Always Abounding In The Work Of The Lord"
(ICor.14:58)

Brother Johnny Jarrett , Jr.,
Presiding

Call To Worship
Invocation

Music - Youth Choir .
Music - “Precious Lord” — Sister Geneva Brooks
Music — Men’s Chorus

Scripture — Sister Shirley Smith

Prayer — Sister Martha Ann Johnson
Greeting of Guests & Announcements — Sister Seletha Pherribo

Special Anniversary Offering — Brother Brad Duff
Offertory Prayer — Sister Shereen Johnson

Sermon: “Celebrating To Remember”
Rev. William Richardson

INSTALLATION SERVICE FOR NEW DEACONS
Sister Elizabeth Mayo & Brother Johnny Jarrett, Jr.

Altar Prayer — Rev. William Richardson

November 30, 2014

SPECIAL SERVICE
Call To Worship — Rev. William Richardson
Invocation / Scripture & Prayer
Rev. William Richardson
Sermon - “JESUS NOW" — Rev. William Richardson

Greeting Of Guest & Announcements — Brother Shawn Bethea
Offertory Prayer — Sister Cherba Torain
Music
The Johnson Family

The Wells Family The Clark Family

The Brodie Family - (Mrs. Jenkins) / The Bethea Family (Father & Son)
The Graham Family

The Richardson Family

This was a wonderful spiritual servicel The music from each family was
absolutely beautiful! Eric Mitchell assisted his father, Randy, by playing the
organ and Eric’'s wife, Yolanda Mitchell opened the service. Thank you for
inspiring our souls. May God bless each of you as you continue to sing to the
glory of our God.




DECEMBER

December 7, 2014
HOLY COMMUNION

Music — The Senior Choir
Sermon - “God Has Smiled On Me”
Rev. William Richardson
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December 14, 2014
Music
The Mixed Choir - Director Melodie Clark
Sister Peggy Clark
Sermon - “Blessed”
Rev. William Richardson
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December 21, 2014
Music — The Youth Choir
Sermon - “Christmas For Us”
Christmas means Christ came so we can live again.
Rev. William Richardson

CHILDREN'S DEDICATION

Amayah Sage Johnson, Elijah Mekhi Johnson
Nakaylah Grace Johnson

Parents
Brandon Johnson and Christina Harris
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December 28, 2014
Music — The Male Chorus
Sermon - “Gifts And Calling”
Love Jesus, cherish Him. He will never forget us. God
gave us a gift, His Son, Jesus.
Rev. William Richardson

CHRISTMAS SERVICE

She will give birth to a Son and you are to give him the name
JESUS because He will save His people from their sins.
Matthew 1:21

During the month of December, First Community celebrated the
birthday of our Savior, Jesus Christ, singing Christmas music and
listening to the familiar story of Jesus’ birth. The story of Jesus’ birth
never gets old. Itis a refreshing reminder that God loved us so much
that He sent us a Savior to save us from our sins. Praise God! He's
worthy to be praised!

The Christmas play was narrated by Jasmine Foust and the
children of First Community acted out the story of Jesus’ birth.

Jesus said,
“| am the light of the world.”
“Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness
but will have the light of life.
“You are the light of the world...let your light shine before
others, so that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father in heaven.”
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December 31, 2014
NEW YEAR'’S EVE SERVICE

First Community celebrated the closing of 2014 and the beginning
of a new year 2015 along with Rev. James Brown and Warren's
Chapel Baptist Church. Many members and visiting guest testified
with thanks to God for His many blessings during 2014. Rev.
James Brown delivered the sermon, “You Can't Get Close To
God Until You Pull Off Those Shoes.” Exodus 3:5 And he said,
Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off they feet, for the
place whereon thou standest is holy ground. Warren's Chapel
Choir rendered the music. Deacon Lloyd Roberson presided over
the worship service.




SPECIAL PRESENTATION

Deaconess Shirley Byrd presented a special offering to
Rev. William Richardson for First Community Baptist
Church in memory of her late husband, Deacon Joseph
Byrd. She stated that Joe loved Rev. Richardson and
he loved his church. He attended church services and
Sunday school every Sunday and Bible Study every
Wednesday until his health declined. Deacon Byrd will be
missed by his church family.
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IN MEMORIAM

Remembrance of a loved one.
Though we can no longer look upon their face
We know they are in their heavenly place
To suffer no more and live with the Lord whom we all adore
They are now angels that we carry in our hearts and we
feel their presence clearly.
We love you and miss you dearly:
King Solomon Lynch
Yvonne Waller
Leroy Waller

With fondest memories,
Romaine & Jaquel

In Loving Memory Of My Husband
MILLARD ATWOOD GEORGE
1936 - 1994
20 years
You're Always With Me Even Though We're Apart

Even though we're apart and | am feeling all alone
| close my eyes and think of all the happiness we've known,
And somehow, | feel better then, because | clearly see,
Since | hold you within my heart, you're always here with me.

FOREVER LOVED FOREVER MISSED
Connie George

CHRISTMAS PARTY
VILLINES REST HOME

The Doris Richardson Missionary Circle and members of
First Community visited the Villines Rest Home on December
16, 2014. Each December for about 21 vyears, First
Community has visited Villines Rest Home.  We always look
forward to visiting the residents and bringing Christmas cheer.

Missionary President, Shirley Byrd began by thanking Sister
Louise Murphy for her gracious invitation and by greeting the
residents. Members sang Christmas songs, followed by

poems read by Sister Cherba Torain and Arianna Lewis.
Reverend William Richardson blessed the food and all enjoyed
a delicious dinner prepared and served by Sister Louise
Murphy and staff.  Following dinner the residents received
gifts from the Missionary Circle distributed by President Shirley
Byrd, Sister Cherba Torain and Arianna Lewis. Everyone
enjoyed another year of fellowshipping and wonderful food.

More Like Jesus
Let us be more like Jesus
In everything we do;
Let's live a life of service,
A life that's fresh and new.

Let's relinquish worldly things,
And not be slaves to fashion;
Let's fill our hearts with love,
Forgiveness and compassion.

Yes let's be more like Jesus,
Being always in God's will,
For if Jesus shines through us,
Our earthly purpose we'll fulfill.




WHAT IS CHURCH ETIQUETTE?
Honoring Each Other

Rule 1. Treat One Another With Kindness: God wants us to be
good to one another so, whatever bad mood you had in the car on
your way to church, you should greet each other kindly, in God's
name, when you meet in church.

Rule 2: Row Two Is Not Your Pew: If you like a particular seat
in the sanctuary then be sure to get there early enough to claim it.
It is unreasonable to ask someone to give up a seat that they are
in because you normally sit there.

Rule 3: Don’t say Bad Things About God’s People: God warns
against gossip and backbiting.  Our grandmothers recalled this
lesson and tried to teach it to us by saying, “If you can't say
something good about someone, don't say anything at all.” We
should try to remember this in all aspects of our lives, but
especially in God's house.

Honoring Ourselves
Rule 1: Honoring God Honors Us: If we keep God's
commandments, and honor the Lord’s holy places, then we do
honor to ourselves as well.
Rule 2: Enjoy The Worship Service: God's house, in the Baptist
tradition, is a place to honor God in an evangelical style, where
singing, handclapping, vocal praise, and other expressions of
being Spirit-filled are expected and accepted.
Rule 3: Dress Appropriately: Many Christian churches have
relaxed their rules about dressing for church from the strict
adherence to suits and ties for men and boys and dresses and
suits for women and girls. While the 21st century Baptist church
still tends to be somewhat formal, it recognizes that it is most
important for members to be present in worship in a manner that is
appropriate and that honors God. To that end, we are expected to
wear our very best, whether it be dressy or casual. We should
always dress as if we are going to meet someone important (and
there is no one more important than God).

Submitted by: Sister Katie Roberson
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DEBIT VS. CREDIT
When is it best to charge expenses to your credit card rather than
debit? Debit cards are great for minor purchases, such as a hot dog
at Durham Bulls Athletic Park. But when it comes to other
circumstances, debit over credit may not be the best option. To
ensure safe and sensible spending, follow these tips from Consumer
Reports the nonprofit magazine.
Don't ...use a debit card for large transactions.
When you're in for a big buy, credit is the way to go. Purchasing
appliances and electronics with a credit card can add a year to
manufacturer warranties, getting you more bang for your buck.
Don't...use your debit card on trips.
Credit comes with a level of travel and auto-rental insurance that
debit doesn't, giving you extra protection in case of unforeseen
events.
Don't...use a debit card if you're worried about theft.
You could be more liable for fraud on a debit card than a credit card.
Don't...use a debit card to build credit history.
Credit cards that are paid on time and in full each month boost our
score, but debit cards don't work that way.

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS OF HOW TO GET
ALONG WITH PEOPLE

1. Keep skid chains on your tongue: always say less than
you think. How you say it often means more than what
you say.

2. Make promises sparingly and keep them faithfully, no
matter what the cost.

3. Never lose an opportunity to say a kind word to, or
about somebody. Praise work well done regardless of
who did it.

4. Be interested in others — their feelings their pursuits,
their families — Let everyone you meet feel that you
regard him as one of importance.

5. Be cheerful. Keep the corners of your mouth turned up.
Hide your pains, worries, and disappointments under a
smile. God loves you.

6. Keep an open mind on all debatable questions. Discuss
but don't argue. It is a mark of a superior mind to
disagree and remain friendly.

7. Let your virtues speak for themselves, and refuse to
discuss the shortcomings of others. We are not perfect
either. Discourage gossip by changing the subject.

8. Have respect for others. Wit and humor at the expense
of a friend is not worth it.

9. Pay no attention to destructive remarks and personal
attacks on you. Live such a life that no one will believe
them. Remember, a common cause of backstabbing is
dissatisfaction with oneself.

10. Don't be concerned about your “just due.” Do your work,
be patient, keep your disposition sweet, forget self, and
God will reward you.

Submitted by: Sister Katie Roberson
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A GESTURE OF LOVE:
WHY LIFE INSURANCE IS A MUST

You do so much for the people you love. Some are
“little things” like helping with homework. Some are important
things like paying the mortgage and bills and taking care of
your home.

So what if something happens to you? How can you
continue to show your love even after you're gone?

Life insurance is “love insurance.” If something
happened to you, make sure your loved ones are protected,
Life insurance makes that possible. It ensures that your family
would be OK financially if you weren't there. It allows them to
pay for funeral costs, day-to-day living expenses, and any
outstanding debts like a mortgage. It could even fund future
goals, like college for your children or retirement for your
Spouse.

Getting life insurance isn't difficult and not as
expensive as you may think. Depending upon your age and
amount you purchase, it can cost about as much as 3 or 4
lattes a month — something that could easily fit in your budget.
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Please call the church office, when...

o A member of your family is admitted to the hospital, so that visits can be made
and the proper people notified.

e You have death in the family so that you can receive helpful advice and assistance
from the pastor and the church family.

e Your group plans to have a meeting or program so that it can be placed in the
church bulletin.

e Your home phone number is changed or you have a new address, so that the
church records can be corrected.

Please feel free to call the church. We are here to serve. May God Bless You.
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