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WE NEED MORE 
 

     When the pandemic first hit, many of you sent text messages of 
prayer and concern about the church, asking “Let me know if you 
need anything.” My response was brief, with a grateful thank you 
very much. 
     My first invitation would be to ask everyone to be aware of 
concerns and needs in the life of First Community.  The Gospel of John 
repeatedly invites everyone to “Come and See” what Jesus is about.  
Just as the Psalms invites us “To taste and see that the Lord is good.”  
And yet, despite our current condition, I would become the first to 
testify that Christ our savior has been very kind to this fellowship of 
believers throughout the past year.  We have maintained a 
sustainable number of worshipers at each Sunday’s worship.  But for 
now, there is this challenging technological infrastructure, namely 
Zoom, You Tube, and Facebook to have us to continue the Lord’s 
work. These social media outlets have allowed some church 
members to have the ease of staying home and watch online church 
worship service.  On the other hand, there is this group that is coming 
each Sunday to worship in the sanctuary and have fellowship with 
their Christian brothers and sisters.  We need to remember we are 
one Body in Christ to stir up one another to love and do good works, 
not neglecting to meet together, but meet to encourage one another; 
as you see the day of the Lord is drawing near.  (Hebrews 10:23-25).  
     Therefore, regardless of the online worship challenges, we need 
more in church worship, and we need more now.  We need more 
singing together and we need more now, we need more praying 
together, and we need more now, we need more church fellowship, 
and we need more now.   
     It is such a blessing to be used by God to share His wonderful 
glorious word to all in the Lord’s House and to those who worship 
online. We need both and each other.  We Need More Now! 
 
 
 

God Bless, 
 

Reverend William Richardson, Pastor 



 

SICK AND SHUT-IN                           

   Maedell Watkins - December 13th 

Anthony Murphy – December 19th 

Stephanie Brodie - December 20th 

Noel McGhee – December 21st 

Rita McIver - December 27th 

Diondre Johnson - December 27th 

Jeremy Byrd - December 29th 

Marjorie Vanhooke - January 4th 

Wandra Richardson - January 12th 

Arissa Duff - January 13th 

Jeffrey Brooks - January 18th 

Devana Turner - January 20th 

Shirley Byrd - January 30th 

Tameka Bethea - January 31st 

Elizabeth Mayo - February 11th 

Torenda Duff - February 17th 

Jaquel Jackson - February 17th 

Shirley Royster - February 19th 

Carla Turner - February 25th 

Justin Riley - February 26th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas & Stephanie McBroom - Dec. 21st 

Nkosi & Lacey Mtumwa - Jan.  19th

Our Sympathy goes out to: 

Sister Odessia Breeze and Family in the loss of 

their loved one, Vester Breeze. 

The Jefferies Family and Friends in the loss of 

their loved one, Sister Esther Hayes Jefferies. 

Sister Connie George and Family in the loss of 

her brother, Steveson Parker. 

Sister Madell Watkins and Family in the loss of 

their loved one, Leon Watkins.  



MERRY CHRISTMAS REVEREND RICHARDSON 

December 18, 2022 
 

First Community showed love for Reverend Richardson on December 18, 2022.  Reverend 

Richardson was presented with cards and gifts for Christmas from his members.   The Youth 

Choir serenaded the church with Christmas music.   
 

Pastor 
In infinite wisdom, the Lord surely knew, that we would need a Pastor as faithful as you. 

A love of God’s Word and a heart for His flock. You give of yourself and stand on His rock. 

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

       

 

 

 



BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 
    January 21, 2023 

 

 
 

 

 

 

            
 

                                                                            Brother Lester Whitted 

Brother Lester McArthur Whitted Sr. celebrated his 80th birthday at First Community Missionary Baptist 

Church on January 21, 2023.  Brother Lester has been a member of First Community for a number of years, 

where he serves as a Trustee, a member of the Male Chorus, a member of the Doris Richardson Senior 

Missionary Circle and is an all-around caring person.  He can often be seen encouraging the children of 

First Community.   Brother Whitted was one of four children and was born on January 24, 1943. He is 

married to Sister Linda Powell-Whitted whom he met at First Community, where she has been a faithful 

member for several years.  The Fellowship Hall was beautifully decorated where family, friends and church 

members gathered for fellowship and celebration.   Entertainment for the Birthday Event was by the First 

Community Baptist Church Youth Choir, The Kings of Harmony and a song by Nia Bullock.  Prayer was by 

Reverend William Richardson. Dinner and birthday cake served after the celebration was catered by Sister 

Judy Morgan. 

Happy Birthday Brother Lester, from First Community.  We wish you many more years of joy, peace and 

happiness. 

 

 

Sister Linda Powell-Whitted 



 

 

  
 

 

 

 January 07, 2023 
 

 Brother Marvin Turner retired on December 31, 2022.  He worked for UNC 

Power Plant for 23 years.  On the 31st Brother Marvin packed up and left work 

for the last time.  He celebrated his retirement on January 07, 2023 at Efland 

Cheeks Community with a Floating Retirement Celebration, followed by a 

cookout at home with friends, family, church members, and his co-workers.  

Brother Turner’s wife, Sister Carla Turner planned the celebrations and invited 

everyone to come.  

Brother Turner has been a member of First Community since 2018. When I 

spoke with him regarding his plans for  after retirement, his first response was, 

he plans on taking care of his “Honey Do List.“ Then, Brother Marvin intends to 

purchase a new truck and go fishing.   This sounds like a wonderful relaxing 

retirement, however Brother Turner said if he does go back to work, he would 

like to work in the Water Treatment Department.  This was his first love and he 

would like to have that experience. First Community congratulates you Brother 

Turner, on your retirement and we wish you many years of fun and             

relaxation.  

               
   

 

Bible Study 

Bible Study has begun and is held every Wednesday at 6:00pm – 7:00pm via Zoom.  Studying God’s word maintains 

our connection with God through his written Word.  Bible study expands our ability to minister God’s truth. I can 

only speak for myself, but in some ways, Bible Study is easier than daily reading for me. If I don’t study daily, I can 

be assured I will study God’s word at least weekly.  As I work to correct my life, Bible Study is like a map to God’s 

will for my life. One of the best ways to study the Bible is to sit under solid teaching by our Pastor, Reverend 

Richardson and get involved in group studying. Right now, we are studying, what is a Christian?  Please join us on 

Wednesday night at 6:00 pm at Join Zoom Meeting https://us06web.zoom.us/j/2245640722  Meeting ID: 224 564 0722. 

One tap mobile. +13126266799, 2245640722# US. 

Noon Day Prayer 

Join us on Wednesdays at 12:00 Noon.  As a group, we study scriptures, give praise reports, and request prayer.  

Everyone is invited to participate.  You are invited to give devotion, witness what God has done for you and enjoy 

support from everyone online.  Deacon Elizabeth Mayo leads the Noon Day Prayer and ends each session with 

prayer.   Join Zoom Meeting https://us06web.zoom.us/j/2245640722 Meeting ID: 224 564 0722. One tap mobile. 

+13126266799, 2245640722# US. 

Brother Marvin Turner 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/2245640722
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/2245640722


 FOOT RALLY 
February 05, 2023 

 

First Community’s annual Foot Rally was held on February 05, 2023.  Sister 

Stephanie Brodie facilitated the event.  Members paid an offering 

according to their shoe sizes for each foot.  In addition to being fun, the 

Foot Rally is a successful fundraiser. Thank you, to everyone who 

participated.   

 

 

 

    Sister Stephanie Brodie 

 

 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
February 19, 2023 

 

First Community celebrated Black History Month on February 19, 2023.  Shermaine Hamlett, Jr. gave a 
presentation about the history of the first black people and the accomplishments of black people from 
past history until today.  Shermaine credited our ancestors for making it possible for us to be where we 
are today. The Children’s Choir paid homage by singing songs about Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Reverend Richardson spoke about his personal experience of being black during his youth. 
 

Refreshments were served in the Fellowship Hall following Worship Service. 
 

 



MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 
 

Every January, we celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday and the inspiring legacy 
he left behind over 50 years after his assassination in 1968. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
spent his years as an activist and a leader of the civil rights movement. He was known 
for his speeches, sermons, and writings that aimed to motivate society to push for 
change. His most notable speech was “I Have a Dream,” presented in 1963—which 
you may recall reading in history class. Dr. King was even awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize for his efforts in 1964. These Martin Luther King, Jr. quotes about courage, unity, 
love, and racial equality are only a small piece of what he left behind. We continue to 

look to Dr. King for wisdom even today as we continue the fight for equality. In celebration of his birthday on January 15, 2023, 
here are a couple of his most famous quotes.  
 

The following quotes are engraved on the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial in Washington D.C., and the walls near it. 

• “I have the audacity to believe that peoples everywhere can have three meals a day for their bodies, education and 

culture for their minds, and dignity, equality, and freedom for their spirits.” 

Nobel Peace Prize acceptance speech, Oslo, Norway, 1964. 

• “Yes, if you want to say that I was a drum major, say that I was a drum major for justice, say that I was a drum 

major for peace, I was a drum major for righteousness, and all the other shallow things will not matter.”                               
                                         Excerpts from The Epoch Times and The Reader’s Digest 

 

 

WHY I GO TO CHURCH 
 

 

Psalm 122:1 states "I was glad when they said unto me, let us go into the house of the Lord." 
 

 I find myself continually entering the house of the Lord because it is my desire. However, the written 
work of the Lord has also spoken this as well.  God wants me to assemble myself together with others of 

the same mind, a mind bent on offering praise and worship to Him.  (After all, that is the reason for my being 
created - to bring worship and praise to God.) 
      

Going to church keeps my mind focused on the things of Christ, and it helps to keep me from a backslidden state.  Going to 
church keeps me constantly reminded of the many blessings that are bestowed upon me.  With the many adverse, ugly things 
that I encounter, I sometimes find myself in need of a reminder of the goodness of Jesus and what He has already done for 
me. 
    

Acts 2:42 also tell me that assembling myself brings spiritual fellowship.  I get to mingle and share my love and praise reports 
of God's goodness in a setting of worship, even though not all who come to church with the single purpose of worship in mind 
and heart.  I have learned over the years what to weed out and what to keep.  I have learned what is important to me and 
that's Jesus. 
 

Jesus showed me the importance of going to church by going to the synagogue as often as He could.  Going to church shows 
my obedience to God and my personal support of His works.  In my choosing a church, I have chosen one that I believe is 
teaching the absolute word of the Lord from the King Version of the Bible.  I am privileged to hear the word of the Lord in 
person.  It is my belief that going to church allows me the opportunity to have a more balanced life in Christ. 
    

Now I realize that the few reasons I have mentioned can be done in the privacy of my own home.  However, I choose to be 
obedient to God's word.  My spirit is truly glad when I am told, let us go into the house of the Lord.  What about yours? 
 
By Linda W. Dandy 
Submitted by Sister Connie George 

 



First Community Missionary Baptist Church 

P.O. Box 1047 

509 Eno Street 

Hillsborough, NC 27278 

Church Phone: (919) 732-6135 

Fax Number: (919) 732-1129 
 

Our website:  firstcommunitymbc.org 

 

Please call the church office, when… 

 

• A member of your family is admitted to the hospital, so that visits can be made and the proper 

people notified. 

• You have death in the family so that you can receive helpful advice and assistance from the Pastor 

and the church family. 

• Your group plans to have a meeting or program so that it can be placed in the church bulletin. 

• Your home phone number is changed or you have a new address, so that the church records can 

be corrected. 

 

Please feel free to call the church. We are here to serve. May God Bless You! 
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