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If you are like most church members, you really don’t
care about leading any organizations. However, I would
like to invite you to give serious consideration to the
following suggestions. First how does one lead, learn to
lead by inspiration. Let go of your fears, and emotions.
Can you listen to a beautiful spiritual song and not be
moved; can you listen to one of Dr. Martin Luther King’s
great sermons and not be inspired? Strive to become
inspirable in your church work, and it will lead to
leadership. This wonderful biblical truth is given to us in
l Peter chapter 1:13. It says to us, prepare your mind for
action…, through Him you have confidence in God…, so
that your faith and hope are in God. Also, God has given
to each one that he called a mind of creativity. This
godly empowerment will open and lead you through any
task that you desire to lead in the church. Therefore, I
am taking this opportunity to invite you to use your
inspiration and creativity to enhance and or all of the
organization at First Community. I am sure that you are
going to work hard with your talents. Again, I ask that
you fully embrace the thoughts of becoming a creative,
inspirational Christian at First Community.
The Pastor

Biblical men never retire.
No matter how it looks, your ministry is not dead.
Just ask yourself, “What will I do tomorrow?”
Bible expositor and Illuminator February 18, 2018- Illustrated High Points – Therese Greenberg

New Members

HONORING A LIFE
February 18, 2018

Welcome To The First Community Church Family!
Courtney Edwards, Fredrick Sneed, Jr and Fredrick Sneed, Sr.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Sick and Shut-In

Sister Iris Folk
Sister Eugenia Jarret
Sister Esther Jefferies
Sister Mary McCauley
Sister Geraldine Wilson

Sister Katie Roberson
Sister Nancy Villines
Sister Mary Wells
Brother Henry Whitted
Brother James Wilson

Dear God, We open our hearts, our minds, our hand and welcome your
restoring power. May these sickness end and may your healing begin.
In Jesus name, Amen

Sister Ann Johnson presented the bow representing
Brother Larry Pettiford to Sister Eliza Torain on behalf
of the Male Chorus. The bow was placed on the chair that
Brother Pettiford occupied singing in the Male Chorus
before he passed away in January. He was a faithful
member of the Male Chorus for years and is sorely
missed by all.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

COMMUNITY NEWS
March 2018

Sister Tameka Bethea in the loss of her Father,
James Williams
Sister Esther Jefferies in the loss of her Sister,
Sister Shirley Smith

Shirley Hayes Smith
April 1, 1937 – February 21, 2018

As long as hearts remember
As long as hearts still care
We do not part with those we love
They’re with us everywhere
First Community is mourning the passing of another member of our
church family, Sister Shirley Hayes Smith. Sister Smith was a faithful
member and we will miss her greatly in our congregation. In Sunday
worship service you knew she was present because you could hear
her saying yes, voicing her approval through Rev. Richardson’s
sermons. She served in several organizations during the thirty plus
years she worshipped her at First Community, one being the Senior
Missionary Circle. We will miss her service in the Missionary Circle.
We thank God for guiding her to First Community where she could
worship Him in Spirit and Truth.

Gloria Giovanna; a Hillsborough
resident wrote in the local newspaper,
The Heart of Hillsborough, an article
titled “Remembering Larry.” It was a
wonderful article paying homage to
our deceased member Brother Larry
Pettiford. I am adding the last two
paragraphs of that article that was written just for Larry.
Once in a while, I notice that the steadfast familiar faces that
normally occupy the bench seem to vanish. I can’t help but to
wonder if they’ve passed on. But it was obvious last
Wednesday when I walked in and spotted the front desk set up
a memorial to a man named Larry. There was nobody hanging
out on the bench, either. Larry’s photo bunches of flowers and
his empty yellow Wal-Mart vest was draped across the
memorial. Larry’s health had taken a turn for the worse. And
in the blink of an eye, he was gone.
Larry was a friendly cashier who labored throughout the store.
Embellished with a smile, he never missed a hard day’s work.
I heard that the day he passed away, he had been sent home
sick. This side of town’s demeanor plummeted as he was not
just a part of Walmart…. but a part of Hillsborough’s
community, as well. This town will deeply miss Larry!
Excerpts from The Heart of Hillsborough
Author Gloria Giovanna

ANNIVERSARY

The children of Sister Dorothy Lea and Brother Leon Lea presented their parents a 50th Wedding Anniversary Dinner on
Saturday, January 27, 2018. Dorothy and Leon were married on January 27, 1968. They have been blessed with two
lovely children Kisha High (Shawn) and LL Lea (Christine) and four grandchildren. Dorothy and Leon attend First
Community and are faithful, devoted members.
The dinner was held at the K&W Cafeteria Banquet Hall and was attended by family, friends and church members. It
was a lovely affair and enjoyed by all who attended. Happy Anniversary Dorothy and Leon and may you have many more
years together filled with love, happiness and prosperity.
FIFTH DISTRICT SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION
The Sunday School Convention was held at First Community Baptist Church on March 8, 2018
The Fifth District president, Deacon Lloyd Roberson led the Devotion and welcomed the other participating church
members and friends. Our fantastic Youth Choir and members of the Mixed Choir rendered the uplifting music. First
Community had forty-nine members attending. St. John Baptist Church had twenty-seven members attending and earned
the right to take the trophy home. Sister Shereen Johnson coordinated the Exploring the Bible skit.
Part 1: The Presentation Topic:
“There is no God
like you in heaven or on earth”
Churches that participated were:
West Durham Baptist Church
St. John Baptist Church
First Community Baptist Church
Mt. Zoar Baptist Church

Part 2: “Exploring the Bible”
Churches that participated were:
St. John Baptist Church
First Community Baptist Church
Remarks:
Deacon Lloyd Roberson, 5th District President
Rev. William Richardson, Pastor

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
Brother Keith Cook - February 11, 2018
February is Black History month. First Community honors Black History Month with
presentations, skits, songs and performances. Brother Keith Cook kicked off Black History
with an oral presentation. His topic was “Why We Celebrate Black History Month.” The five
reasons given to us by Brother Cook were: 1. Celebrating Honors The Historic Leaders of the
Black Community, 2. Celebrating Helps Us to Be better Stewards of the Privileges We’ve
Gained, 3. Celebrating Provides an Opportunity to Highlight the Best of Black History and
Culture, 4. Celebrating Creates Awareness for All People and 5. Celebrating Reminds us All
that Black History Is OUR History. Brother Cook ended his presentation with my personal
favorite; which was his spiritual version as a believer. He spoke of seeing racial and ethnic diversity as an expression of God’s
manifold beauty. When Christ returns, we will see that our Creator had a plan all along.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Sister Stephanie Brodie - February 18, 2018

Sister Stephanie Brodie presented us with the second presentation. Her comedy skit titled “Church Hats” was hilarious. Sister
Brodie portrayed four black women of the church, using different hats to illustrate the women. She read 1st Corinthians 11:15.
Her first character was Mother of the Church. This was a ninety year of lady wearing a small white hat. She attended church and
watched TV, sometimes getting reality mixed up with fantasy. The second woman wore a small red hat and was named Mrs.
Cecile. Meek and mild, but once angered would rise up and speak out. Her third woman of the church was The Speaker of the
One Hundred Women in White. Her hat was white large and fluffy. Church lady number four was the First Lady of the church.
She wore a large yellow hat and only spoke on Pastor’s Appreciation Day.
Sister Brodie’s presentation was flawless and so very humorous. Thank you, Sister Brodie, for showing us Christians can have
fun too.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Deniya Turrentine

Christian High

Sister Seletha Pherribo

First Community’s Black History Month culminated on February 25, 2018 with three more presentations and a Praise Dance.

Deniya Turrentine gave a presentation on Margaret Garner. Margaret Garner (called "Peggy")
was an enslaved African-American woman in pre-Civil War America who was notorious – or
celebrated – for killing her own daughter rather than allowing the child to be returned to slavery.
She and her family had escaped in January 1856 across the frozen Ohio River to Cincinnati, but
they were apprehended by U. S. Marshals acting under the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850.

Black History Month continued……
Christian High’s presentation was on Thurgood Marshall. Thurgood Marshall was an
American lawyer, serving as Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States
from October 1967 until October 1991. Marshall was the Court's 96th Justice and its first
African-American Justice.

Sister Seletha Pherribo gave a wonderful presentation on Frederick Douglass. Frederick
Douglass (1818-95) was a prominent American abolitionist, author and orator. Born a slave,
Douglass escaped at age 20 and went on to become a world-renowned anti-slavery activist.
In 2017 a quarter was released with an image of Frederick Douglass on the back of the coin.
George Washington is on the front of the coin. The coin’s design depicts Frederick Douglass
seated at a writing desk with his home in Washington, D.C., in the background. Sister
Pherribo presented all youths of First Community with a Frederick Douglass quarter and
information regarding the minting of the quarter.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

PRAISE DANCE

The Children’s Choir delighted and inspired the members of First Community with a praise dance. The children danced to a song
titled Fighter; sung by Cyani Jacobs. It was a wonderful ending to Black History Month.

Cyani Jacobs

WELCOME HOME BROTHER MCIVER
November 12, 2017

Litany: “A Litany Prayer For Veterans”
Brother Earl Brown
Poem: “We Remember Them”
Sister Romaine Waller
Prayer: “A Veteran’s Prayer”
Submitted by: Sister Romaine Waller
Sermon: “Show Us”

Reverend William Richardson

Veterans
Brother Eric Brooks
Brother Earl Brown
Brother Keith Cook
Brother Johnny Jarrett, Jr.
Brother Leon Lea
Brother Donald McIver
Brother William Richardson, Jr.
Sister Romaine Waller
Brother Michael Watson
Brother Lester Whitted

Brother Donald McIver, Sr. is a faithful
and longtime member of First Community
Baptist Church. He serves on the Trustee
Board and is a member of the Doris M.
Richardson Missionary Circle. Brother
McIver volunteered to travel to a
devastated Puerto Rico with his company,
Duke Energy, to help restore power to that part of our country.
Brother McIver was away for two months and he stated that
the people were very nice and the work was very hard but very
rewarding. We at First Community are grateful for his giving
spirit to help those that are desperately in need. We thank God
for keeping him and his co-workers safe. Thank you, Brother
McIver! We missed you! We love you! May God continue to
bless you and your family!
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
March 02, 2018

On November 12, 2017, we celebrated Veterans Day and
recognized the veterans that were present in that service.
In the last newsletter all the Veterans names were not
listed. This Newsletter includes all of the names of the
Veterans that are members of First Community Baptist
Church.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>.

Sis. Shirley Byrd, Sis. Eliza Torain, Sis. Cherba Torain,
Sis. Beulah Johnson, Sis. Ann Johnson

Congratulations to Marsha B. Johnson.
She has been promoted to
Team Lead-Contracting Officer at the U.S. EPA.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

BIBLE STUDY

Bible Study will resume on April 11, 2018 at
12:00 noon until 1:00 pm.
Everyone is
encouraged to come and study with us. Rev.
Richardson and Sister Elizabeth Mayo will be the
instructors.

First Community participated in the annual World Day of
Prayer on Friday, March 02. Services were held at Mount
Bright Baptist Church in Hillsborough, NC. First Community is
one of the many churches that participate in this World
Outreach Ministry. The theme this year was “All God’s
Creation Is Good.” Church Women United representatives,
Sister Beulah Johnson and Sister Ann Johnson attended.
Sister Ann participated in the program as one of the leaders.
Also attending was Sister Shirley Byrd, Sister Cherba
Torain and Sister Eliza Torain.
Light refreshments were served after the service
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Happy Birthday to all members who celebrated
their birthday in January, February and March.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

Happy Anniversary to all members who
celebrated their anniversary in January, February
and March.

QUOTES FROM REV. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ Life is hard, at times as hard as crucible steel. It has its bleak and difficult moments, like the everflowing waters of the river; life has its moments of drought and its moments of floods. Like the ever-changing cycle of
the seasons, life has the soothing warmth of its summers and the piercing chill of its winters. And if one will hold on,
he will discover that God walks with him, and God is able to lift you from the fatigue of despair to the buoyancy of
hope and transform dark and desolate valleys into sunlit paths of inner peace.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Let us all hope that the dark clouds of racial prejudice will soon pass away and the deep fog of misunderstanding will
be lifted from our fear-drenched communities, and in some not too distant tomorrow the radiant stars of love and
brotherhood will shine over our great nation with all their scintillating beauty.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
We need to pledge ourselves a new to the cause of Christ. We must capture the spirit of the early church. Wherever
the early Christians went, they made a triumphant witness for Christ. Whether on the village streets or in the city jails,
they daringly proclaimed the good news of the gospel.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
I hope you can find some consolation from Christianity’s affirmation that death is not the end. Death is not a period
that ends the great sentence of life, but a comma that punctuates it to more lofty significance. Death is not a blind
alley that leads the human race into a state of nothingness, but an open door which leads man into life eternal.
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Birthday Celebration
1929 - 1968

First Community Baptist Church celebrated Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. 89th Birthday on January 14,
2018. Rev. King was the first Black American honored
by a National Holiday.

February 14, 2018

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Facts about Rev. Kings leadership from 1955 - 1968 and
A poem titled, “King’s Plea For Justice” was printed in
the church’s bulletin.
A Litany titled “Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.”
was read by the congregation.

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday and Black
History Month was observed at the Orange County
Correctional Center on January 21, 2018. Members from
First Community Baptist Church attended. Brother
Leroy Jacobs conducted the service.

FOOT RALLY FUND RAISER
February 4, 2018
First Community Baptist Church fund raiser was a
success. Members paid the amount of money that
equals the size of their shoe. We always have fun and
a few laughs during this event.

March 25. 2018

PALM SUNDAY SERVICE

Music: The Youth Choir

Ushers: Senior Ushers

Greeter: Sister Linda Whitted

Sermon: Rev. William Richardson - “A Weeping King And A Shouting Multitude”
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

EASTER EGG HUNT
First Community provided an Easter Egg Hunt for the children of the community on March 31, 2018. We had
eighteen children or more to attend. The eggs were hidden in the back-parking lot. All the children found lots
of eggs. A gold and silver egg was hidden for the grand prize. Brayden Hamlett found the silver egg and
Elijah Johnson found the gold egg. Refreshments were served after the egg hunt. Sister Christina Harris
coordinated the event. Assisting her were Sister Candance Truss, Sister Courtney Hamlett and Brother
Shermaine Hamlett Sr.

Elijah Johnson

Brayden Hamlett

Gold Egg

Silver Egg

April 1, 2018

Music: The Senior Choir
Ushers: The Senior Ushers
Greeter: Sister Linda Whitted
Sermon: Rev. William Richardson
“Marked For The Resurrection”
Baptism: Rev. William Richardson Family Members

The power of the resurrection is the basic of our future hope.
Without Christ’s resurrection, we have no Salvation and no hope.
Belief in Christ’s resurrection is essential for Salvation.
The power of the resurrection is seen in changed lives, healing the broken hearts,
and the restoration of love in families and individuals worldwide.
Therefore, as important as Christmas is…Good Friday and Easter Sunday are
more important because they represent deliverance from eternal punishment
and the granting of eternal life in Heaven for the believers.

First Community Missionary Baptist Church
P.O. Box 1047
509 Eno Street
Hillsborough, NC 27278
Church Phone: (919) 732-6135
Fax Number: (919) 732-1129

Our website: firstcommunitymbc.org
Please call the church office, when…






A member of your family is admitted to the hospital, so that visits can be made and the
proper people notified.
You have death in the family so that you can receive helpful advice and assistance
from the pastor and the church family.
Your group plans to have a meeting or program so that it can be placed in the church
bulletin.
Your home phone number is changed or
You have a new address, so that the church records can be corrected.

Please feel free to call the church. We are here to serve. May God Bless You.
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