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Most Of The Time s Up Te Us

Fere, at Finst Community, we are engaged in fonating
God thiough several ministiies. Mast necently the missionaries
have establisfied a food pantwy sewice. Ulse, I should paoint
cut that the Sunday scheal, choivs, ushers and youth continue
to do well. But in addition te their diligence and goed wonks,
there is much to be done. Please don’t listen to these who
us te panticipate in Fis work fere an eanth. So, in light of this
choice, what valve should we place en cur gifts of sewvice to
our Savien? Jhe scuiptures tell ws that we are co-lalions with
to meet eveny need in His chunch. In shext, God’s inteest is not
simply that we act foly, but that we act like the Lond Jesus
Chuist. Jt is His desire that we live all of life in a way that
bonens and pleases Ftim. Se, fiere we have sacred work. J
sheuld point out that as follewers of Jesus we have a great
sesponsibility to suppot all choivs, Sunday school, morning
wanship, ushers, missionaries and future groups. We usually
think, let samecne else de it. But mast of the time it is up to us
fow the church grows.

Remembien, that Finst Cemmunity is an impetant chuwch
in your life se; in that sense let us de all we can to give fer cur
boving suppaont! Take the finst step; the finst step of a long
journey is the most impontant, for it means getting staxted. Jt
is ane small step that takes the traveler toward his ultimate
destination! Oux destination’s aim is te do a beautiful work for
Jesus here at Fist Cammunity. Keep in mind it's up to us,
what cur work is. God takes it sexiously because Fe takes us
sediously. J should point cut, Fe is Lond of all, and Fe
desives, that we live all of Ufe in a way that honors and
pleases Fim.




Easter is the most important of all the special days in a
church calendar. The eleven disciples were at a point of
despair. However, just when life seemed its bleakest, the
world shifted. The message came like a thunder clap. “HE IS
NOT HERE! FOR HE IS RISEN,” as he said. Soon Jesus
was standing in front of them. This Jesus was Christ the
conqueror! In that moment, the disciples knew that the world
would never be the same again. Christ triumphed over death,
as He promised. The chains of sin were eternally broken. It
was the sweetest revelation they had ever been given.

In today’s world, such an ending is not always the case.
Evil happens, and justice is not served. Innocent people are
harmed needlessly. Lives are devastated, and yet society
continues in its heedless march.

AS BELIEVERS, WE HAVE HOPE. With the resurrection
comes the knowledge that Christ has overcome sin and evil.
Just as God's power will preserve us until the end. God's love
did not cause Christ to simply die for us. It caused Christ to
rise from death so that we might live with Him.

Sometimes we may wonder whether we are on the winning
side. We face trials that are hard to bear. We grieve for loved
ones who are gone. We look at what is happening in the world
and wonder where good is. God’s love caused Jesus to
triumph. Because the grave could not hold back God'’s love for
us, we have received eternal life. Good has Triumphed!

Jennifer Lautermitch
Bible Expositor and llluminator

OCIM ANNUAL WALK FOR HUNGER

The annual Walk for Hunger was held at Little River Regional
Park. Sisters Stephanie Brodie, Marsha Johnson, Shereen
Johnson, Seletha Pherribo, Cherba Torain and Sister Romaine
Waller walked to represent First Community. Ladies, thanks so
much for helping to feed the hungry.

Christina Harris
Deniya Turrentine
Larry Wade

Sick & Shut-In
Sister Esther Jeffries Brother Henry Whitted
Sister Mary McCauley Sister Geraldine Wilson

Brother James Wilson
Brother Donald Young

Sister Katie Roberson
Sister Crystal Wade

Our Deepest Sympathy Is Extended To:

The Brooks Family in the pasting of their loved one,
Larry Brooks
Sister Diane Corbett in the pasting of her aunt,
Bessie Thompson
Brother Daniel Obie & family in the loss of his
Sister-In-Law, Elaine Obie
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DORIS M. RICHARDSON SENIOR MISSIONARY 26™ ANNIVERSARY

April 23, 2017

Deacon Elizabeth Mayo

Call t0 WOTSHID / INVOCATION ..ottt bbbt bbbt Deacon Elizabeth Mayo
SOIIPIUIE L.ttt b bbb b b e e et s A AR bbb b e s A AR bR AR R e e e e A e R e R A e bbb b s e e Rt bbb s s n e e e s Sister Linda Whitted
PIAYET <.t R R R SR bR R E £ AR AR £ R bR bbbttt n e Brother Larry Pettiford
Litany “Let ThEre Be LIGNE" ... Sister Stephanie Brodie
Greeting Of GUESE & ANNOUNCEMENTES ........c.curuiiiriricieircet ettt es bbb bbb ee e st Deacon Lloyd Roberson
L= 3 (0] T - T OO Brother Lester Whitted
SPECIAI OfEIING ...t Sister Linda Snipes / Sister Marjorie Vanhooke
INTrOAUCHON OF SPEAKET .......c..cvertiieeee bbb bbbt Sister Shirley Byrd
SBIMMON ..ottt bbb E b8 E£E R bbb bbbt “‘Deciding To Follow Jesus”
Y= o = - TSSOSO Rev. William Richardson
REMAIKS ... Sister Shirley Byrd / Rev. William Richardson
BENEUICHON ... Rev. Dr. Sonya A. Laws
. ® B —

FOOD PANTRY First Community opened a Food Pantry on April 25, 2017. The pantry is open from 2-5 pm on the

== fourth Tuesday of each month for families chosen as in need by county services. The Doris Richardson
g o :E (& Senior Missionary has been working hard for several months to get the pantry up and running. The
" - s Senior Missionaries and First Community congregation supply the pantry with whatever is needed.

Currently the missionaries are requesting paper towels, toilet paper, soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant and body lotion. If you
know of anyone in need, please contact Sisters Novella Baines, Marjorie Vanhooke, Shirley Byrd or any of the Doris Richardson
Missionary Circle.




DEACON, DEACONESS & TRUSTEES 215T ANNIVERSARY

May 28, 2017

Call t0 WOTShIP / INVOCAHON ........vieiveiictcieccte ettt a bbb bbb bbb bbb st bbb s b s ntes Deacon Johnny Jarrett, Jr
SCIPLUTE vttt ettt e b b s b bbb bt b bbb bbb b A bbb s A bbb bR b bbb bbb s bt n et nas Deaconess Katie Roberson
= TP Trustee Lester Whitted
Litany “For Those Who Serve In The ChUICH ..ottt bbb bbb Deaconess Shirley Byrd
Greeting Of GUEST & ANNOUNCEMENTS .......c.vuiiriiieiriiiesieis et et Deacon Lloyd Roberson
MEMOTIAI SEIVICE .....vuivvicrcii ettt ettt bbbt bbb bbbt s et bbb s e tes Rev. William Richardson / Deacon Lloyd Roberson
OFfBIOY PTAYET .....vovecvictet ettt bbbt bbb s b bbb e s bt bbb bbb s bbb bbb bR bbbttt n st s st Trustee Leon Lea
SErmMON “ThINGS ThAt LASE ... bbb Rev. William Richardson

Memorial Service For:

Deacons Deaconess Trustees
Alexander Bowie Luvenia Bowie Charlie Brooks, Sr.
Joseph Byrd Geneva Brooks Jessie Brooks
James Chick Novella Chick Walter Hayes

Millard George
- ) =

SENIOR CHOIR 30" ANNIVERSARY

June 4, 2017

The Senior Choir celebrated 30 years of singing praises to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. God has blessed this choir to continue in their special
talents for 30 years. What a blessing! We have been so blessed to have Brother Eric Timberlake who is always here to practice and play every first
Sunday as the keyboard player for this choir even before the founder of the Senior Choir, Sister Doris Richardson, departed this life. He has been a
great part of our church as keyboard player, singer and financial supporter. We are also blessed to have Brother Joey Sellars as our organ player,
our very own Phillip Parker as the guitar player and Rayvon Obie as our drummer on the first Sunday. Thank you to each member of the Senior
Choir and the musicians who has dedicated themselves to sing and play for the Lord. May God continue to bless each one of you!




A Magnolia Tree Honoring Sister Doris Richardson

April 30, 2017

Prayer of Dedication
We praise and thank you Holy Father for
the life of Sister Doris.
Thank you for her gift of music,
insight and foresight
in several organizations of this church.
Allow her 0'God, caring attitude
to continue with each one of us and that legacy will
be shared with everyone.
Grant that we may exemplify in our lives the
harmony of your great purpose for us. As we leave

this dedication, give us magnitude of soul
and an understanding heart that we who sing,
make music, and lead others may glorify your name.

A dedication for Sister Doris Richardson was held on April 30, 2017. Attending were the Doris M.
Richardson Senior Missionaries and members of First Community. All gathered around a beautiful magnolia tree
that had been planted in memory of Sister Richardson. This year, a stone, engraved with her name and
signature piano was placed near the magnolia tree. Reverend Richardson led the Litany of Dedication. A
Prayer of Dedication was read by all who attended.

Sister Richardson was instrumental in creating the Choirs and Missionary Departments at First Community.

She was faithful and dedicated to her music, choirs and missionary department. Her quiet spirit, patience and

love of her music, choirs, missionary departments and First Community is still remembered by all who knew her.
Remarks were made by Reverend Richardson, Sister Shirley Byrd and Sister Marjorie Vanhooke.

Reverend William Richardson

Sister Corina Riley

Congratulations to Sister Corina Riley
on her recent retirement.  Sister Riley
worked at Orange County Department
on Aging as a Program Assistant
Manager for thirty years. She retired on
April 28, 2017. Her plans are to take it
easy and perhaps work part-time.

Sister Riley joined First Community in
1988. We wish you many years of
retirement bliss.

CONGRATULATIONS
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Sister Louise Murphy

Congratulations to  Sister Louise
Murphy on her retirement date of April 14,
2017. Sister Murphy was the Owner and
Adminstrator of Vilines Rest Home for
forty seven years. Her retirement plans
are to travel, rest and spend time with
family members.

Sister Murphy is one of the original
Charter members at First Community
Baptist Church and has been a member
for thirty years. She served as the
president of the Senior Usher Board for
many years.  Currently Sister Murphy is
still an active member of the Senior Usher
Board.  Enjoy your retirement Sister
Murphy.

Sister Linda Snipes

Happy Retirement to Sister Linda
Snipes.  Sister Snipes worked at Duke
Homecare and Hospice as a Financial
Care Counselor for 18 years.  She
retired on April 28, 2017. Her plans are
to visit her grandchildren in Lawrence,
Kansas and get to know North Carolina.

Sister ~ Snipes  joined  First
Community in 1996, where she serves
faithfully in the Senior Missionary Circle
as treasurer, is an OCIM representative
and is co-editor of the Church
Newsletter.




APRIL
Shirley Smith 1

Linda Whitted 5

Louise Murphy 14
Nakaylah Johnson 14
Rev. Quinesa Bown 15
Kennedi Richardson 15
Demetrice Turner 16
Martin Torain 19
Deniya Turrentine 22
Brian Riley 22
Thersa Clark 25
Leroy Jacobs 25
Keith Cook 26
Michael Poteat 30

HarRY

e T
MAY JUNE

Corina Riley 2 Marc Richardson 1
Elijah Johnson 4 Leon Lea 1
Katie Roberson 6 Graesyn Goodman 8
Cherba Torain 8 Cothene Watson 9
Mary Wells 8 Ronald Johnson, Jr. 12
Brenda Breeze 9 Shereen Johnson 20
Rev. William Richardson, Sr. 10 Makayla Wells 20
Novella Baines 14 Eric Timberlake 21
Andre Murphy 18 Jalyn Riley 27
Eliza Torain 22 Ronda Turrentine 27
Dion Wells 23
Donald Mclver, Jr. 24
Monaca Richardson 26
Ciara Bullock 26
Jewell Jarrett 26
Amayah Johnson 26

HAPPY BIRTHDAY REVEREND RICHARDSON!!!

“ First Community celebrated Rev. William Richardson’s birthday on May 21, 2017.

The congregation made presentations to Rev. Richardson. We are so thankful to
God for keeping him in good physical and mental health to continue to be our
leader. Rev. Richardson we pray that you will have many more happy birthdays.

HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY

APRIL

Michael & Cothene Watson 2 (8 Yrs.)
Martin & Alisa Torain 4 (8 Yrs.)

Michael & Corina Riley 6 (32 Yrs.)

Eric & Charlotte Timberlake 11 (20 Yrs.)
Rodney & Novella Baines 21 (10 Yrs.)

MAY

Frederick Sr. & Patrice Sneed 10 (3 Yrs.)
Shawn & Tameka Bethea 17 (20 Yrs.)

Lloyd & Katie Roberson 25 (26 Yrs.)

JUNE

Earnest & Theresa Clark 8 (32 Yrs.)
Larry & Crystal Wade 29 (20 Yrs.)
Albert & Shirley Smith 29 (31 Yrs.)
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FIRST COMMUNITY NEWS

WEDDING
May 20, 2017

=

Congratulations to Sister Regina Stewart and Brother Sebastian Brice who were united
in marriage on May 20, 2016. The wedding was held at First Community Missionary
Baptist at 3:00 pm. The double ring ceremony was officiated by Reverend William
Richardson.

To the lovely couple, First Community congratulates you and we hope your life together
will be filled with joy and happiness. May God bless you, your union and grant you all of
life’s blessing and love’s joys.

— =2 -
DEDICATION
June 27, 2017

Karoline Jaclynn Perry was presented to God and His people on June 25, 2017.
Karoline’s parents are Brother Kenneth Wayne Perry, Sr. and Sister Karla J. Perry.
Attending the dedication were, Karoline’s sister Samia Privette and brother Kenneth Wayne
Perry Jr. along with grandparents Carl and Jacqueline Privette, James and Lyndora Perry
and god-parents, Kenny and Sherry Mims.

Dedicating a child acknowledges God’s sovereignty not only over the child, but also
mom and dad. Brother Kenneth and Sister Karla presented their child before God and His
people asking for grace and wisdom in carrying out their responsibilities.

Reverend William Richardson conducted the dedication asking the family and church
members if they would commit to teaching Karoline in the ways of the Lord. There is an old
proverb that says ‘it takes a village to raise a child” Baby Karoline is well on her way as
indicated by the number of family and friends present at her dedication.

BIBLE STUDY

Come and join us on Wednesday
nights at 7:00 pm for Bible Study. We
have two wonderful teachers, Reverend
William  Richardson and Deacon
Elizabeth Mayo. We were studying the
Book of Acts, and have completed it.
The class learned of Paul's travels, his
teaching and his hardships. Paul was
instrumental in starting the early church.
He traveled from city to city teaching
the good news; the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. Though persecuted by the Jews
from Asia, threatened, beaten and
having to leave cites under the dark of
the night, Paul never wavered from his
task of teaching and preaching. To
learn more about Paul's purpose, read
Acts 26:15-18.

It is a wonderful experience to study
God's word and learn of his plans for us.
Peace and joy can be found in studying
and understanding the Bible. Please
consider joining us for fellowshipping
and knowledge of God's written word.

WOMAN’S AUXILIARY
June 10, 2017

The annual Woman’s Auxiliary of the
East Cedar Grove Missionary Baptist
Association was held June 10, 2017 in
Durham, NC at The Church of The
Good Shepherd. The theme was: “YOU
ARE ROYALTY’.  The color this year
was purple. The speaker for this event
was Dr. Shirley Bullock. First
Community members attending were:
Reverend William Richardson, Sister
Shirley Byrd, Sister Cherba Torain,
Sister Marjorie Vanhooke, Sister Mary
Villines and Brother Lester Whitted.




YOUTH RECOGNITION DAY

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF FIRST COMMUNITY YOUTH WHO GRADUATED OR WAS PROMOTED IN THE 2017 SCHOOL YEAR
WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS
June 11, 2017

College Graduate

Jaquel Jackson

Jaquel Jackson is the son of Romaine
Waller. Jaquel graduated from East
Carolina University, and he has accepted
to Tulane University’s Internship Program
for dietetics, people interested in
. becoming Registered Dieticians. The
program only accepts 20 people nationwide per year, Jaquel
was one of the few chosen.

—r

High School Graduates

Kareem Bethea

Kareem Bethea is the son of Shawn &
Tameka Bethea. Kareem graduated
from Eastern Alamance High School.

vy

Ciara Bullock

Ciara Bullock is the daughter of Tisha
& Dontre Bullock. Ciara graduated from
Bartlett Yancey High School. In the
Regional Track and Field
Championship, Ciara placed 9% in the
Shot Put Division.

College

Jabari Hargrove

T T 3 Jabari Hargrove, son of Yolande and
John Hargrove, grandson of Geraldine
Fennell, attends Tuskegee University in
. Tuskegee, Alabama on a tennis
» t4 . scholarship. He is a rising Sophomore.
He also received the Iron Man Award for the athletic season.
He was selected to receive the Leadership scholarship for the
upcoming year. This summer he was selected to participate in
the residential Biomedical Sciences Internship Program for
aspiring medical professionals at Duke University Medical
School in Durham, NC.

-
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High School — Middle School — Elementary School

Shermaine Hamlett promoted to ninth grade
Amayah Johnson promoted to sixth grade
Graesyn Goodman promoted to fourth grade
Makayla Grady promoted to eight grade
Cyani Jacobs promoted to fifth grade
Elijah Johnson promoted to third grade
Arissa Duff promoted to sixth grade
Diondra Johnson promoted to fourth grade
Nakaylah Johnson promoted to first grade

Brother Taylan Johnson, Presided
Called To Worship — Invocation — Brother Taylan Johnson
Scripture — Graesyn Johnson
Prayer — Cyani Jacobs
Litany — Arissa Duff
Sermon “The Called Ones” Rev. William Richardson

Student’s Recognition
Seletha Pherribo




MOTHER'’S DAY

We honor our Mothers on this special day. We thank them for
their love and guidance. We pray that God will bless them every
day. We pay tribute to our mothers who are present with the
Lord. Rest in peace! You are a great part of the wonderful
memories.

COMMUNITY WORSHIP

Rev. William Richardson

Rev. William Richardson was the guest Minister at Mebane
Chapel United Holy Church on June 4, 2017, for there
Missionary Day. The First Community Youth Choir provided the
music and the Ushers served. First Community Missionaries
and community churches attended. There theme Is “Go Where
God has called you & do What He Wants you to do.” Pastor
Elder Stanley Daye is the pastor.

——ree———eg )

CHURCH ACTIVITY

EASTER EGG HUNT
April 15,2017
Sister Shereen Johnson; Coordinator

FATHER’S DAY / MEN’S DAY

We honor our Fathers on this special day. We thank them for
their love and guidance. We pray that God will bless them every
day. We pay tribute to our fathers who are present with the Lord.
Rest in peace! You are a great part of the wonderful memories
we have.

——eee———aa> )

Rev. Steve Dickerson
First Community was honored to have Rev. Steve Dickerson,
Associate Pastor at Union Baptist Church, as our guest minister
on May 21, 2017. His sermon, “Broken But Blessed.” First
Community enjoyed a day of preaching and singing by the First
Community Male Chorus.

EASTER EGG HUNT




First Community Missionary Baptist Church
P.O. Box 1047

509 Eno Street

Hillsborough, NC 27278

Church Phone: (919) 732-6135

Fax Number: (919) 732-1129

Our website: firstcommunitymbc.org

— 3 T

Please call the church office, when...

e A member of your family is admitted to the hospital, so that visits can be made
and the proper people notified.

e You have death in the family so that you can receive helpful advice and assistance
from the pastor and the church family.

e Your group plans to have a meeting or program so that it can be placed in the
church bulletin.

e Your home phone number is changed or you have a new address, so that the
church records can be corrected.

Please feel free to call the church. We are here to serve. May God Bless You.

First Community Missionary Baptist Church Newsletter
Volume LXXVIII

April 1, 2017 — June 31, 2017
Hillsborough, North Carolina

The First Community Spotlight is edited by Connie George
Co-Editor Linda Snipes
All Contributions are welcome!




