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Reminder; from the Pastor 
 

        As we begin another year at First Community in service for our 
Savior, let each one of us continue to be faithful in His work. 
Sometimes after we have been Christians for a while, and have 
done a lot of good things, we began to think it is my time to relax.  
We have a desire that it is time for someone else to do the job.  And, 
I agree that it is time for someone else to do the job.  And, I agree 
that it is not fair for just a few to be burdened with most of the 
churches work.  But please listen, Gods church is an instrument 
created by Him to be sent into the world.  Participate!  We must, in 
His saving work for all of mankind.  You and I are called to bring 
glory unto Him. Consequently, we are bound to provide an 
atmosphere of loving worship and study.  Here at First Community, 
we are doing sacred work, yes sacred because it is God at work 
through everyday people such as you and I.  So I encourage 
everyone to remain faithful and constant in the Master’s work.  Give 
the best of service, and seek first the Kingdom of God.  He will 
reward you mighty and openly.       

                                                                        
Lovingly,   

Your Pastor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                

 
                        
 

     

    Rev. William Richardson, Pastor 
 
 



 
 

Welcome To Our Church Family! 
Brother Quinton McPherson      Sister Shirley Royster 
Sister Willie Garland                   Sister Lillie Lewis 
Sister Elaine Grady                     Brother Michael Scott 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SICK & SHUT-IN 
We pray for all of our church members 

and those in our community who are sick. 
 

Sister Iris Folk                      Sister Esther Jeffries C            Sister Esther Jeffries 
Brother Daniel Obie             Sister Katie Roberson 
Sister Nancy Villines            Brother Henry Whitted 
Sister Geraldine Wilson       Brother James Wilson 

 
 

   
                                     
 
 

We Offer Our Deepest Sympathy to: 
 

Brother Shermaine Hamlett in the loss of his                                      
Grandmother, Edith Virginia Thompson 

Brother Leon Lea and family in the loss of his             
Nephew, Michael Lea 

 
 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First Community mourns the loss of our musician, Brother 
Joey Sellars. Brother Sellars played the keyboard and or 
organ on first through fourth Sundays for over two years.  
He will be deeply missed.  Rest in Peace Brother Joey.   

 

October 14, 2018 

PASTOR’S  APPRECIATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor, you are always there 
To help us when we fall. 

We just want to thank you 
For answering the Master’s call. 

 

To thank you for your caring  
When things can seem so bad. 

To thank you for your humor 
That lifts us up when sad. 

 

To thank you for the prayers 
That you pray for us each day. 

You’re more concerned with others’ needs 
Than the troubles you must face. 

 

To thank you for the sermons 
You always seemed to know. 
The problems we are facing 

And the ways we need to grow. 
 

We must also thank the Lord 
For this pastor strong in Christ. 

His example and his humbleness 
Inspire all our lives. 

 

A pastor that relies on God 
Through happy times and tears. 
You’re such a special blessing 

And we thank God – He sent you here. 
 

The music today was provided by the mixed choir.  The 
Senior Ushers served and the Greeter today was Sister 
Cothene Watson.  The Litany, “Pastor’s Appreciation” 
was read by Sister Shirley Byrd.  Rev. William 
Richardson delivered the sermon “I Love That.” The 
poem above only describes some of our feeling for our 
pastor.  There are many things we love about Rev. 
Richardson. Presentations were made to Rev. 
Richardson with Sister Stephanie Brodie facilitating.

Brother Joey Leon Sellars 



October 21, 2018 

 

MALE CHORUS ANNIVERSARY 
 

The Male Chorus celebrated their Twenty-Fourth Anniversary on October 21, 2018.  The music was wonderful with only a 
few members it sounded like many members.  Thank you to the dedicated members of the chorus that continue to sing for 
the Lord.  Thank you to the musicians and the directress who directs and sings.  The Male Chorus provides the music every 
Third Sunday.  The Ushers for today were Youth Ushers and the Greeter was Sister Cherba Torain. Special Presentations 
were made by Brother Donald Young. The sermon, “Hannah’s Song” was delivered by Rev. William Richardson. A 
Memorial Service for the deceased was conducted by Deacon Lloyd Roberson and Brother Martin Torain.  There are nine 
deceased members including Sister Doris Richardson, Founder of the First Community Male Chorus, Music Director / 
Pianist.  

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 
October 28, 2018 

 
YOUTH CHOIR ANNIVERSARY 

The Youth Choir celebrated their Anniversary on October 28, 2018.  The music rendered by the Youth Choir was Spiritually Uplifting.  
Thank you to the members of the choir that continue to praise and worship God with their music.  Thank you to the musicians Bro. 
Ravon Obie and Bro. Joey Sellars, the directress, Sister Sherene Johnson. The Senior Ushers served and the Greeter was Sister 
Linda Whitted.  Special Presentations were made by Sister Jasmine Foust. A Special Tribute & song was dedicated to our deceased 
member,  Bro. Larry Pettiford. The Sermon, “Jesus And The Nicknamed” was delivered by Rev. William Richardson.  



October 27, 2018 
TRUNK OR TREAT 

 

     First Community hosted its yearly Trunk or Treat Festival at 4:00 pm, on October 27, 2018.  First Community and neighborhood 
children arrived dressed in their favorite costumes.  The children visited each participating car and were treated to candy and treats.  A 
few members decorated their car trunk with a Halloween theme and others just loaded their trunk up with treats.  
    Once all the children filled their bags, they then visited the highlight of the festival, the Haunted House!  Ghostly sounds and shrieks 
of fun could be heard coming from the Haunted House.  Fun was had by all.   
     Following a fun filled afternoon of Trunk or Treat, Games and the Haunted House, the children enjoyed refreshments in the 
Fellowship Hall.   Committee members for this successful event were Sister Christine Harris, Sister Candance Truss and Sister Robin 
Wells.   

  

 
  



November 18, 2018 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
TWENTY- SECOND ANNUAL PRAYER SUNDAY 

 

Church Officers (Deacons, Deaconess, Trustees) 
Brother Nkosi Mtumwa 

 

Christians Education (Sunday School)   
Deacon Lloyd Roberson 

  
                     Ushers (Senior, Youth) 
                  Sister Linda Powell-Whitted 

  

Doris M. Richardson Missionaries (Senior) 
Sister Cherba Torain 

 
Music Department (Senior Choir, Mixed Choir, Youth Choir)                            Male Chorus 

  Sister Martha Ann Johnson   
  
             Male Chorus 
                            Brother Lester Whitted                        Sister Linda WhittedBrother Lester Whitted 

Youth 
Graesyn Goodman 

 

Each Member prayed for their organization and for our church family. They thanked God for His divine guidance through 
another year. They remembered all our blessings and how First Community teachings have enhanced our lives. 

 

 
 

                                               THANKSGIVING 
                                                                                      November 22, 2018   

 
Dear Lord, 

Today, we give thanks for our many blessings, as we pray for those in need, 
We give thanks for family and friends as we pray for those who are lonely, 

We give thanks for our freedom as we pray for those who are oppressed. 
We give thanks for our good health as we pray for those who are ill. 

We give thanks for our comfort and prosperity as we share our blessings with others. 
On this day of Thanksgiving, may the LOVE of God enfold us, 

The PEACE of God dwell within us, and the JOY of God uplift us. 

 



November 25, 2018 

 
 

THIRTY- SECOND CHURCH ANNIVERSARY 
1986 - 2018 

 

    Sister Jasmine Foust                                              Rev. Currie F. Parker                                     Sister Wandra Richardson 
 

“Always Abounding In The Work Of The Lord” (I Corinthians 15:58) 
Sister Jasmine Foust, Presiding 

 

     First Community celebrated their 32nd Anniversary on November 25, 2018.  Call to worship and Invocation was done by 
Sister Jasmine Foust, Scripture by Sister Courtney Hamlett, Prayer by Brother Shermaine Hamlett, Announcements and 
Greeting of Guest by Sister Seletha Pherribo and Offertory Prayer by Sister Cherba Torain.   
   Rev. William Richardson and Deacon Lloyd Roberson did the memorial lighting of the candle.  There are fifty-nine 
deceased members.  Rev. William Richardson recognized all Charter Members. 
      Rev. Currie F. Parker, former Pastor of Hillsborough Church of God was a participant in our anniversary service.  Rev. 
Parker was Pastor, when First Community purchased the church.   We thoroughly enjoyed him as he gave the history of the 
purchase of First Community.  Sister Wandra Richardson read the History of First Community Baptist Church after we took 
over ownership.  It was a pleasure having Rev. Currie Parker worship with us. 
     The music rendered by The Mixed Choir was spiritually uplifting.  The Senior Ushers and the Greeter, Sister Linda 
Powell-Whitted also served. The Church Anniversary Committee was Sister Stephanie Brodie, Brother Earl Brown, Sister 
Dorothy Lea, Sister Lacey Mtumwa and Sister Marjorie Vanhooke. 
     Rev. William Richardson delivered the sermon, “Good Works.”Jesus asked His disciples, do you know who you are?  Let 
me tell you who you are, you are the salt of the earth, you are the light of the world.  Go into the entire world and let your 
light shine.  When your light is not shining you are good for nothing.  Let your light shine so people will know who you are 
and they will see our good works so men will come to the knowledge of who Jesus is.  If God called us He is not going to let 
us down. Rev. Richardson encouraged us to keep marching up the Kings Highway in the thrust of doing good works for God 
He is not through with us yet. 
                                           >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

                                           November 11, 2018 
 

 
 
 
 
First Community observed Veteran’s Day on November 11, 2018.  Litany “A Prayer For 
Veteran’s Day” was read by Brother Earl Brown and a Poem titled “We Remember Them” was 
read by Sister Romaine Waller.  Our hearts and prayers are always with those who risk their 

lives to keep America safe.  May God Bless you and kept you safe while you unselfishly fulfill your civil duty. 
                                                                                          



December 2, 2018 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 
 
                                                                     
                                                                                                         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The first Sunday in December was the beginning of Advent.  Christians around the world focused on this Advent 
Season to prepare for the birth of Jesus Christ.  Each Sunday in December was filled with wonderful sermons and 
Christmas music. Christmas music lifted our spirits to a place of joy.  
 

The Senior Choir sang on the first Sunday, the Senior Ushers and the Greeter, Sister Linda 
Whitted served. The Sermon, “Living A We Life” was delivered by Rev. William Richardson. The 
Male Chorus sang on the third Sunday, the Youth Usher and the Greeter, Sister Cherba Torain 
served.  Rev. William Richardson delivered the Sermon, “God’s Great Gift.  The Youth Choir 
provided the music on the fourth Sunday, the Senior Ushers and the Greeter Sister, Linda 
Whitted served.  Rev. William Richardson delivered the sermon, “Christmas With The King.”   

Special Music Presentation  - “Jesus We Love You” – Graesyn Goodman 
  Grayson Goodman 

 
December 23, 2018 

                                             
                                                                              
 

 
 
 
 

 
Jesus is our Savior!  Jesus is the light of the world! 

 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder: 

and his name shall be called 
 Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

 
 
 

                       

 
 
                                                                                                                               

 



 
 

December 31, 2018 

WATCH NIGHT SERVICE 
Watch Night Services in Black Communities celebrated today can be traced back to gathering on 
December 31, 1862, also known as “Freedom’s Eve.”  Blacks came together in churches and private 
homes all across the nation, anxiously awaiting news that the Emancipation Proclamation had become 
law.  At the stroke of midnight, it was January 1, 1863, and all slaves in the Confederate States were 
declared legally free.  When the news was received, there were prayers, shouts and songs of joy as 
people fell to their knees and thanked God. Blacks have gathered in churches on New Year’s Eve 
every since, praising God for bringing us safely through another year. 
 

First Community held their Watch Night from 6:00 – 8:00pm.  Members and friends testified about how 
God had blessed them through 2018.  The dedicated choir members were, Sister Stephanie Brodie, 
Sister Shirley Byrd, Sister Jasmine Foust, Sister Martha Ann Johnson, Sister Marjorie Vanhooke and 
Brother Donald Young.  Musicians were Brother Joey Sellars and Brother Ravon Obie.  Sermon: “A 

Good Samaritan” by Rev. William Richardson. 

 
God of the journey from year to year, 

We offer you our thanks 
For the patience you show us 

When so often we cause you pain. 
For the kindness you show us, 

When we struggle to know how to pray, 
For the Grace shown to us 
 Even when we turn away. 

God of the journey from year to year 
We offer you our thanks. 

Take the imperfect that we are 
And use us as your hands. 

Take the words we try to say 
That some might understand 

That love came down at Christmas 
To bring God’s Grace to man. 

 And walked the path we follow 
Toward a Promised Land 

God of the journey from year to year 
We offer you our thanks. 
Faith and Worship – John Birch 

 

                                                                 

 
 
 
 

 



First Community Missionary Baptist Church 

P.O. Box 1047 

509 Eno Street 

Hillsborough, NC 27278 

Church Phone: (919) 732-6135 

Fax Number: (919) 732-1129 
 

Our website:  firstcommunitymbc.org 

 

 

Please call the church office, when… 
 

 A member of your family is admitted to the hospital, so that visits can be made and the proper 

people notified. 

 You have death in the family so that you can receive helpful advice and assistance from the 

pastor and the church family. 

 Your group plans to have a meeting or program so that it can be placed in the church bulletin. 

 Your home phone number is changed or 

 you have a new address, so that the church records can be corrected. 

 

Please feel free to call the church. We are here to serve. May God Bless You. 
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The First Community Spotlight is edited by Connie George 

Co-Editor Linda Snipes 

All Contributions are welcome! 

 


