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Thirty Years Of Memories 
 
First Community Missionary Baptist Church had a great celebration in 
November 2016 for thirty years of serving God. First Community has been a 
beacon of light for its members and the community.  Sunday after Sunday 
members have come to Sunday School, Bible Study and Church Services to 
learn, to sing, to hear God’s Word and to worship our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  We invite all who have a need for a savior to come to First Community.  
We welcome you. 
 
On November 12, 2016, a banquet was held to honor our pastor, Rev. William 
Richardson, for 30 years of serving as the pastor of First Community and 50 
years of ministering.  Rev. Richardson has been a steadfast unmovable soldier 
in the army of the Lord.  Members and friends had an opportunity to honor Rev. 
Richardson by expressing their thanks to him for his unwavering leadership to 
our congregation and families. The music was wonderfully done by The Kings 
of Harmony and Geraldine Graham Young.  Many members and friends were 
present for this wonderful occasion. 
 
On November 13, 2016, First Community had a wonderful worship service for 
our 30th Anniversary.  “Always Abounding In The Work Of The Lord,” is what we 
at First Community strive to do as a church. Rev. Marcus Morrow and his choir 
opened our service with many great inspirational songs, and The Mixed Choir 
also inspired us with the music that they rendered.  A memorial service was 
held for the fifty- three members who are no longer with us.   The forty-five 
Charter Members were recognized. Fifteen charter members are still active in 
our church. The sermon, “You Can Depend On God,” was delivered by Rev. J. 
Vincent Terry, Sr.  First Community is grateful to God for His Divine guidance, 
His Amazing Grace, His Mercy and all the blessings He has bestowed upon 
First Community these thirty years. 
 
We thank God for His continued blessings on our church, pastor and members 
and we pray that He will continue to be our guiding light so that we at First 
Community can do His Will. 
 

Thank you to all members who planned and had a part in making our thirtieth 
Anniversary a wonderful memory. 

 
Thank you to all our family members and friends in the community for your 

visits, prayers and financial support during these thirty years and helping us to 
celebrate a milestone at First Community.  

 
FIRST COMMUNITY LET US MAKE A COMMITMENT TO BE A GREAT 

SERVANT FOR GOD FOR THE NEXT THIRTY YEARS! 
 

 



 
Banquet Honoring Reverend Richardson  

30 Years Service 
 

 

Sister Seletha Pherribo - Chairperson                         Reverend William Richardson and Family 
 
 
 
 

30th Anniversary Service 
November 13, 2016 

                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                                          
  
                                                                                                                           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           Deacon Leonard Graham - Solo                                                                    Guest minister Reverend J. Vincent Terry, Sr 
 
 

Reverend Marcus Morrow and Choir 
Leading Praise Worship 

Reverend Richardson receiving a letter 
from President Barack Obama; 

presented by Sister Seletha Pherribo 



 
 
 
 

                 
 
 
 

 
        
 
          
 
 
         
  

 

 

     
SYMPATHY 

 

Our deepest sympathy is extended to : 
Deacon Lloyd Roberson and Family in the loss of his Brother, 

Kenny Lane Roberson 
Sister Linda Whitted and Family in the loss of her Brother, 

William Henry Powell 
Sister Stephanie McBroom and Family in the loss of her Sister-In-Law, 

Marion Farrington 
Brother Daniel Obie and Family in the loss of his Sister, 

Dorothy Obie Council 
Sister Cothene Watson and Family in the loss of her Father-In-Law, 

Larry Evans 
 

First Community extends our deepest sympathy to all our 
members and those in our community who have lost their loved ones. 

 
 

JESUS – THE AUTHOR AND FINISHER OF OUR FAITH – LOOK TO HIM! 
Because Jesus Christ is our Great High Priest, we can come boldly before Him.  He will not turn us away, because we come 
before Him in Christ’s righteousness.  For us, His throne is not a throne of judgment and condemnation but rather a place to 
find grace, mercy, and help.  Let us spend some time before the throne of grace.  Jesus knows what we are going through, 
so He can help us. 
 
When we study God’s Word we are encouraged to look to Jesus, who guarantees our salvation and then helps us develop 
in our sanctification.  Look to Him now and take that step of faith.  If you are experiencing persecution or chastening in your 
life, do not let it turn you away from the Lord, but let it turn you to Him all the more.    
 

Excerpts from Bible Expositor and Illuminator  (Fall Quarter) 

May God Bless You! 
 

Sister Regina Stewart 
Brother Sebastian Brice 

 

Sick & Shut-In 
Sister Esther Jeffries  Sister Nancy Villines 
Sister Mary McCauley  Brother Henry Whitted 
Sister Katie Roberson  Sister Geraldine Wilson 
Brother James Wilson  Brother Donald Young, Jr. 
 



FIFTH DISTRICT SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION 
CONGRESS OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
EAST CEDAR GROVE ASSSOCIATION 

 

The Sunday School Convention was held on October 6, 2016 at Mt. Zoar Baptist Church.  The Devotion was conducted by 
the Mt. Zoar Baptist Church.  The St. John’s Baptist Church Youth Choir provided the music. Three Youth from St. John’s 
participated in the lesson presentation.  The Topic:  “What has God called you to do in the Body of Christ?”  Minister 
Sharon Farrington introduced the speaker. Sister Crystal Farrington Marrow was the speaker from St. John’s. The 
message was titled, “The Word, Giving CPR to a Dying World.”  First Community had thirteen members to attend.  St. John 
had 60 members to attend and they were presented the trophy. We commend St. John for keeping the youth and 
congregation involved in Sunday School. We are grateful to Superintendent Lloyd Roberson for his continued 
participation as our District President.  The pastor of Mt. Zoar is Reverend Norman T. Davis.  

 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 

PASTOR’S APPRECIATION 
REV. WILLIAM RICHARDSON 

October 9, 2016 
Rev. Richardson you have been our guiding light here at First Community for thirty 

years and we as a congregation cannot thank you enough for your dedicated service and 
your love for this church and the congregation.  We will always be indebted to you for all that 
you have done for us.  You encourage us when we feel down, you help us when we need 
help, you comfort us when we lose our loved ones, you counsel us when we have problems 
but most of all you love the Lord Jesus and teach the word of truth so that we will know that 
Jesus is the only way.  Thank you Rev. Richardson.  

 
Rev. Richardson delivered the sermon, “Copy Cat.”  He encouraged us not to copy 

sinners because we are resurrected people.  If you want to copy anyone it should be the 
Lord Jesus. 

Special Presentations were made to Rev. Richardson. 
Rev. William Richardson 

Pastor 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



MALE CHORUS 22ND ANNIVERSARY 
October 16, 2016 

The Male Chorus celebrated their Anniversary with many uplifting songs.  Rev. Richardson delivered the sermon, “God Is My Refuge, 
How Can I Keep From Singing.”  Excerpts from Rev. Richardson’s sermon were:  God is our refuge and strength.  God is a place that 
you can go and have peace.  God is our hope. God is our bread and water so how can we keep from singing.  Rev. Richardson 
encouraged the Male Chorus not to let their light go out and to always have a song in their heart.  We thank the Male Chorus for lifting 
our spirit every third Sunday.  A Memorial Service was performed by Brother Larry Pettiford and Deacon Lloyd Roberson for the 
deceased members of the Male Chorus:  Brothers Joseph Byrd, Harold Daye, Millard George, Timothy Hayes, Walter Hayes, 
Walter McCauley, William McPherson and the Founder, Music Director/Pianist, Sister Doris Richardson.    

Special Presentations were made by Deacon Lloyd Roberson. 

**************************************************************************************************** 
MISSIONARY FELLOWSHIP 

December 11, 2016 
 
    As missionaries, we visit and minster to the sick, help save souls and support the church.  Now and then it is nice for us to inspire 
each other.  December 11, 2016, the Doris Richardson Senior Missionaries met at Harbor Inn in Burlington for dinner along with our 
Pastor, Reverend William Richardson.   Twenty plus missionaries and friends dined on seafood, laughed, talked and got to know one 
another better.  It was a fun filled evening and ranked as one of the best gatherings the missionaries have ever had.   

 
 

HELPING HANDS-MISSIONARIES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
     On December 17, 2016 the Doris Richardson Senior Missionary Circle assembled fruit baskets.  The baskets were for the sick and 
shut-in members of First Community and the surrounding communities.   The missionaries and members from First Community happily 
donated money for this Christmas project.  Beautiful baskets of fruit, nuts, gum and candy were delivered by the Senior Missionaries.  
A huge basket of toiletries, wash cloths and socks was also assembled for the residents of Villines Rest Home.  The Senior 
Missionaries enjoyed making the baskets for the sick and shut-in, but it was also a great opportunity to get together in the spirit of 
giving and fellowship. Sister Marjorie Vanhook and Sister Novella Baines purchased the fruit and helped organize the assembly of 
the baskets. Other missionaries put the baskets together, signed cards and wrapped the baskets.   



 

 
 

HALLOWEEN FALL FESTIVAL 
October 27, 2016 

Rev. Richardson’s sermon on the Sunday following Trunk or Treat night was, “Halloween and Fun Time.”  Rev. 
Richardson stated that Children know how to have fun.  Let Jesus fix it if you are having trouble learning how to laugh. 
Learn how to overcome difficulties. Christians need to learn how to have fun.  
 

A merry heart doeth good like medicine… (Proverbs 17:22) 
 

According to the following article laughter is also good for your physical body. 
 

Good Humor 
Cleveland and Clinic Experts On Laughing Your Way To Wellness. 

Q:  Is laughing really good for your health? 
A:  It’s true:  Laughter, happiness and a sense of humor actually help keep you healthy.  And it’s more scientific than you 
might think. 
     Researchers at the University of Maryland Medical Center found that laughter releases feel-good beta-endorphins.  They 
trigger the release of nitric oxide, which dilates blood vessels and increases blood flow throughout the body-including to and 
from the heart.  Nitric oxide also protects the heart by reducing inflammation and preventing formation of cholesterol plaque.  
The researchers said the effects of laughter on blood vessel are similar to the benefits of aerobic exercise or the use of 
cholesterol-lowering drugs like statins.  The difference is that laughter is spontaneous and has an immediate effect. 
      Laughter also can reduce stress hormones, including cortisol and epinephrine, and it boosts the number of antibody-
producing cells, which help fight disease.  By making humor a regular part of your life, you can have a big impact on your 
own health. 

BENICO BARZILAI, cardiologist 

 

 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 
 

 
 



Trunk or Treat 

     First Community hosted the annual Trunk or Treat event on October 28 2016.  Children from First Community and the 
neighborhood dressed in their costumes and gathered in the Fellowship Hall at First Community.  Sister Seletha Pherribo 
coordinated this year’s Halloween event.  
    The children paraded around the room to show off their lovely costumes before going outside to visit the cars and receive 
treats from the trunk of each car.  Afterwards a costume contest was held.  Prince Vanhook won the prize for ages one to 
four.   Prince wore a lion costume, complete with mane and tail.  The winner for age’s five to eight was Shayla Tinnin.  
Shayla was dressed as a witch, complete with a pointed hat.  Kenna Wells won the prize for ages nine to twelve dressed as 
a beautiful miniature Beyoncé.   Makayla Wells won the best costume prize for ages thirteen and up.  Maykaya was 
dressed as Smarty Pants, complete with candy attached to her pants.  
     The children enjoyed the festivities and refreshments served by the Kitchen Committee.  Sister Dorothy Lea coordinated 

and served the refreshments.  Hot dogs, chips and fruit drinks were served.   
                     
                Prince Vanhook                        Shayla Tinnin                              Kenna Wells                    Makayla Wells 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Halloween 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Richardson having fun with the children 



21st ANNUAL PRAYER SUNDAY SERVICE 
November 20, 21016 

                                  Intercessory Prayers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Elizabeth Mayo            Shirley Byrd                      Leon Lea                    Makayla Wells               Cherba Torain 

 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 

          Mary Villines                           Larry Pettiford                         Jasmine Foust                        Kennedi Richardson                                           
 
 

                                 Church Officers                                                                             Usher Department 
                                      Deacons                                                                                            Senior                                                                                                                                                  

                   Deacon Elizabeth Mayo                                                     Sister Mary Villines 
                                  Deaconesses 

                  Deaconess Shirley Byrd                                                          Music Department 

                                     Trustees                                                                                          Senior Choir 

                       Trustee Leon Lea                                                                     Mixed Choir 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                     Male Chorus 
                 Doris M. Richardson Missionaries                                                                      Youth Choir                           
                                     Senior                                                                                            Ensemble 

                Deaconess Shirley Byrd                                                     Brother Larry Pettiford 
                                     Youth                                                                                           

                             Makayla Wells                     Youth 

                                                                                         Sister Jasmine Foust                                                                                  
Sunday School                                                                                 Kennedi Richardson                           
Christian Education 

                   Sister Cherba Torain 
                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                
Music – The Male Chorus 

Ushers – The Senior Ushers Greeter – Sister Cherba Torain 
Sermon – Rev. William Richardson 

“Never Forget” 
We Need To Pray Without Ceasing.  Lord Teach Us To Pray! 



THANKSGIVING 

 
 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
                                                             

December 25, 2016 
 

First Community celebrated this special day (Christmas Day December 25) with Christmas music by the Youth Choir.  The 
sermon was delivered by Rev. Richardson, “Joy To The World.” During this Advent Season First Community’s, Youth 
Choir, Senior Choir, Mixed Choir and Male Chorus sang beautiful Christmas music during each service.   

 

ADVENT 
Advent is a season of preparation, 

a time to prepare spiritually for the arrival of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Advent is a time to: 

prepare to truly celebrate the birth of Jesus 
rededicate your life and your family to Christ every day through your 

actions, thoughts and prayers. 
Prepare for the day when Christ will come again in glory. 

 

During this Advent Season Rev. Richardson delivered five Spirited sermons: 
 

“It Is Enough” – November 27        “Communion” – December 4           “Good News About Jesus” – December 11 
 
“It’s A Baby Thing” – December 18                “Joy To The World” – December 25 

 

JESUS 
In Love, He came to teach the world. 

In Peace, He walked the earth 
In Hope, He gave us all a chance to choose a second birth. 

In Joy, He used His holiness to be our Christ and Lord. 
In Spirit, He’s forever near to be our true reward. 

 

 



WATCH NIGHT SERVICE 
                                                               

December 31, 2016 
During the year of 2016 we heard many wonderful sermons delivered by our Pastor Rev. William Richardson.  

That trend carried through at our Watch Night Service and the first Sunday in 2017.  The sermon, “Crossing Over” was 
taken from Joshua 3. Joshua 3:7 states:  And the Lord said unto Joshua this day will I begin to magnify thee in the sight of 
all Israel, that they may know that as I was with Moses, I will be with thee. Excerpts from this sermon:  We are crossing 
over into another year.  We don’t know what we will be facing in 2017.  Keep your eyes on the Lord.  If you have faith 
there is power. Members testified, the Choir and Musicians sang.  We had a wonderful Watch Night Service.  Thank you to 
the musicians for helping First Community magnify the Lord with their soul stirring music. 

January 1, 2017 the sermon, “What A God, Another Year!” After this wonderful message and Communion, Rev. 
Richardson concluded the service with a wonderful prayer for his congregation.  Thank you Rev. Richardson for the hope 
that you instill into our spiritual life during these enlightening sermons.  

 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 
 

        OCTOBER                    NOVEMBER           DECEMBER 
 

Craig Jones  1  Joshua Johnson    2          Maedell  Watkins              13                                                                                                                                                             
Diane Corbett                7  Tuesday Jackson    3          Anthony Murphy              19 
William Richardson, Jr. 12  Ronald Johnson, Sr .    3          Albert Smith              20 
Donald McIver, Sr.  15  James Clayton               10          Stephanie Brodie  21 
Larry Pettiford               16  Eugenia Jarrett               11          Noel McGhee                    21 
Lloyd Roberson  16  Beulah Johnson  14          Rita McIver  27 
Eric Brooks   20  Johnny Jarrett, Jr.   15          Diondre Johnson              27 
Henry Whitted               20  Joseph Poteat, Jr.  20          Jeremy Byrd              29 
Lacey Mtumwa               21 
Connie George               22 
Dorothy Lea   27 
Reginald Williams  27      
 
                                   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                              
 NOVEMBER                                 DECEMBER 
 
Lester & Linda Whitted   18th    (10 years)  
                  
                                                               
 
   

Craig & Barbara Jones   3rd     (33 years)  
Thomas & Stephanie McBroom   20th     (26 years) 
Michael & Ranika Wilkerson   13th    (2 years) 
 



ALWAYS SAY NEVER 
To protect yourself, ban these 5 tech activities 

1. Giving strangers access to your computer - The email looks like it’s from Microsoft and claims your 
account was compromised. It seeks permission “to remove the malware.”  Instead, bad guys try to steal 
your personal data. 

2. Opening an email attachment from someone you don’t know – Scammers say things like “I love you” 
in the subject line to get you to click on an attachment.  Then it installs malware allowing them to take 
over your computer.   

3. Using a thumb drive you got for free at a convention or store – Free memory devices often contain 
malware. 

4. Conducting private business on a public WI-FI system – A skilled hacker sitting near you can pick up 
everything you type. 

5. Posting something on Facebook you might regret someday – Everything is retrievable including what 
you’ve deleted.  Hackers can even get past privacy buttons. 

-Frank Abagnale, 
AARP Fraud Watch Network Ambassador 

 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

THE GROWING DANGERS OF ROAD DEBRIS 
More than 200,000 crashes involved debris on U.S. roadways during the past four years, according to a new 
study released by the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety.  In the Carolinas during the past four years, close to 
4,000 collisions involved road debris – resulting in over 1,200 injuries. 

 

Debris-related crashes have resulted in Approximately 39,000 injuries and more than 500 deaths from 2011 to 
2014. 
 

Motorists in the Carolinas can decrease their chances of being involved in a road debris crash by: 
Maintaining Their Vehicles 
Drivers should have their vehicles checked regularly by trained mechanics.  Badly worn or under inflated tires 
often suffer blowouts that can leave pieces of tire on the roadway.  Exhaust systems and the hardware that 
attach to the vehicle can also rust and corrode, causing mufflers and other parts to drag and eventually break 
loose.  Potential tire and exhaust system problems can easily be spotted by trained mechanics as part of the 
routine maintenance performed during every oil change. 
 

Drivers Can Decrease Road-Debris 
By properly maintaining their vehicles, securing their loads and driving defensively. 
Securing Vehicle Loads 
When moving or towing furniture, it is important to make sure all items are secured.  
 To properly secure a load drivers should: 
 

*Tie down load with rope, netting or straps 
*Tie large objects directly to the vehicle or trailer 
*Cover the entire load with a sturdy tarp or netting 
*Don’t overload the vehicle 
*Always double check load to make sure a load is secure 
 

Currently every state has laws that make it illegal for items to fall from a vehicle while on the road-the fine is 
$100 in North and South Carolina.  Drivers should also practice defensive driving techniques while on the road 
to prevent debris related crashes from occurring.   AAA also recommends that drivers avoid tailgating and 
remain alert while on the road.  Additional tips on defensive driving and how to report road debris to the proper 
authorities are available online at AAA.Com/PreventRoadDebris.   

 
Tiffany Wright, Public Relations Manager 

 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 ARE YOU REGISTERED TO VOTE?        REGISTER TO VOTE IN THE NEXT ELECTION! 

SEE  BROTHER  KEITH  COOK  TO  GET  REGISTERED. 
 



First Community Missionary Baptist Church 

P.O. Box 1047 

509 Eno Street 

Hillsborough, NC 27278 

Church Phone: (919) 732-6135 

Fax Number: (919) 732-1129 
 

Our website:  firstcommunitymbc.org 

 

 

Please call the church office, when… 
 

 A member of your family is admitted to the hospital, so that visits can be made 

and the proper people notified. 

 You have death in the family so that you can receive helpful advice and assistance 

from the pastor and the church family. 

 Your group plans to have a meeting or program so that it can be placed in the 

church bulletin. 

 Your home phone number is changed or you have a new address, so that the 

church records can be corrected. 

 

Please feel free to call the church. We are here to serve. May God Bless You. 
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The First Community Spotlight is edited by Connie George 

Co-Editor Linda Snipes 

All Contributions are welcome! 



 

 

 


