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A Tribute To The Memory Of Joey Sellars 
Forever faithful to his music ministry was our very talented, “Joey.”  For a 

short while we were given a glimpse of a special talent.  Each Sunday, Joey 
shared his unique benevolent style of singing and playing the gospel.  Joey’s 
unselfish singing, playing and fellowship among us was truly inspiring.  He 
faithfully sought out every opportunity to help each choir improve their singing 
gifts to the glory of God. Sadly, in our worship service we will miss this 
multitalented playing and singing servant of God.  Consequently, in the spirit of 
Joey let us subscribe to using our talent and gifts to honor his services here at 
First Community. 
  Joey, unhesitatingly without any reservations invested a tremendous 
amount of his gifts to our spiritual lives.  He always worked with great 
enthusiasm toward his choirs to bring joy and spiritual happiness around him.  
Seemly he was often careless about his health challenges.  Personally I would 
encourage him to slow down; however, to my discovery his real happiness was 
his singing and playing for his friends. 

Joey’s life as a church musician was exemplary, he was always 
prepared and on time for his playing and singing responsibilities. His dedicated 
musical life should always be an inspiration to all of us.  To my mind the highest 
tribute that can be paid to any person, is that they were loved by those whom 
they served.  Truly, Joey was loved by all of us.  Thanks Joey, you have certainly 
shown us the joy of the Lord through your wonderful music ministry, now rest 
from your labor. I close with the following poem: 

 

You cannot see the whole of the ocean, just a few miles distant from its bound shore. 
Out there beyond the far horizon, there is more, immeasurable more 

You cannot see the whole of God’s love,  
just a few brief glimpses from His boundless shore 

Out there beyond the soul’s horizon, there is more immeasurable more.  
 The love of God for His children is boundless.  

 (Author Unknown) 
 

Pastor Reverend William Richardson 
                                                                           

                                          
                                                         
                    
 
 
 
              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
                       

     Brother Joey Sellars 



                                                                                                                   
 

   

Sister Pamela Ramsey 
 

SICK AND SHUT-IN 
 

PRAYER FOR THE SICK 
 Father God, we lift up all those who are facing illness 
today.  We ask that You would bring healing, comfort 
and peace to their bodies. Calm their fears and let 
them experience the healing power of Your love.  In 
Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

Sister Esther Jeffries Sister Katie Roberson 
Sister Nancy Villines Brother Henry Whitted 
Sister Geraldine Wilson Brother James Wilson 

 

SYMPATHY 
 

Our sincere sympathy is extended to the Villines family 
and friends in the loss of their loved one, Sister Iris 

Folk.  Sister Folk will be greatly missed by the  
First Community Church Family. 

    
 
 
         

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

IRIS VILLINES FOLK 
 
Sister Folk faithfully worked in First Community for thirty-
two years in many organizations. She was a Senior 
Usher, Senior Choir member, Floral Committee 
Chairperson, a Trustee,  and a Greeter. Her service will 
be missed in each of these organizations.  But now she 
can rest from her labor. 

 

Rest in Peace Iris! 

                                    
 
                                    

 
BELIEVERS HAVE HOPE 
We have hope because 

Jesus is coming again for us. 
 

It is clear that studying the Sunday School Lesson on March 
24, 2019 that our Lord does not want us to live without hope. 
He is our hope, and He made it possible for us to receive 
this hope for ourselves through His promises down through 
the ages.  He promised to come again to take us to Himself 
so that we can remain with Him forever and ever. 

Hope is a word that gives us something to look forward 
to.  It infuses us with new life.  Without hope, we cannot go 
forward.  Hope allows us to see that some things will change 
for the better in the future.  That is hope.   

It is obvious that when a loved one dies, we will be 
saddened by their passing.  That is a common human 
response.   But we do not mourn as those in the world who 
do not know Jesus. We mourn with the promise of hope 
because Jesus promised that when He comes back, He will 
gather those believers who have died before us. However, if 
the deceased person was a disciple of Christ, the bereaved 
should be rejoicing.  Although they are temporarily parted 
from their loved one by death, they will be reunited when 
Christ returns.  This should bring comfort and reassurance. 

Koshy Muthalaly              Bible Expositor and Illuminator 

         
       
 
 

         
 
 
 

          
                            
                        
   
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    



       

 
First Community celebrated the 90th Birthday of Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. on January 20, 2019.  A Litany was read by 
Deacon Elizabeth Mayo and the congregation, titled, “Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and Trustee Nkosi Mtumwa gave a 
presentation on Dr. King’s Life.  A special song was sung by 
Brother Martin Torain.  
 

Sermon – “We Count To God” 
Rev. William Richardson 

 
         Chorus           Ushers       Greeter 
    Male Chorus     Youth Ushers        Sister Cherba Torain  

 
 
 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
First Black American Honored by a National Holiday. 

 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday was observer at the 
Orange County Correctional Center on January 20, 2019.  
Members from First Community attended.  The Kings of 
Harmony rendered the music.  

 

DEACON, DEACONESS & TRUSTEES 
23RD ANNIVERSARY 

 

The Deacons, Deaconesses and Trustees’ celebrated 
their 23rd Anniversary on January 27, 2019.  We are 
grateful for these servants who have committed 
themselves to work so faithfully in the church.   
 

Deacon Elizabeth Mayo was the call to worship leader.  
The invocation was also done by Deacon Mayo.  
Scripture by Trustee Craig Jones, Prayer by Trustee 
Donald McIver, Sr., Litany….”For Those Who Serve In 
The Church”….by Trustee Earl Brown, Greeting Of 
Guests & Announcements by Trustee Nkosi Mtumwa, 
Offertory Prayer by Deaconess Shirley Byrd. 

Memorial Service 
.Deacon Lloyd Roberson & Deaconess Katie Roberson 
 

     Deacons      Deaconess  Trustees 
Alexander Bowie  Geneva Brooks         Charlie Brooks, Sr. 
Joseph Byrd  Luvenia Bowie         Jesse Brooks 
James Chick  Novella Chick         Walter Hayes 
Millard George  Mary McCauley   
 

These Servants are truly missed! 
 

Sermon – “A Necessary Reminder” 
Rev. William Richardson  

 

        Choir         Ushers  Greeter 
The Youth Choir  Seniors Ushers      Sister Linda Whitted 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 
FOOT RALLY 

The Foot Rally was held on February 3, 2019.  Members and 
Friends paid the amount of money of their shoe size.  This 
event was a fund raiser for the churches building fund.  It is 
fun to hear the size of shoes our members wear.  The Foot 
Rally was a success. 

         
                              
 

 
 
 



FEBRUARY 
Black History Month has been set aside to recognize the 
accomplishments of Black Americans.  We are proud of the 
achievements that we have made with so many stumbling 
blocks in our way.  Some have struggled to get where they are 
but they never gave up.  We thank them for the contributions 
that they have made to this country.  The congregation was 
asked to wear African attire or old time clothing during the 
month of February.   

 

February 10, 2019 

Sermon 
“From Disgrace to Grace” 

Our existence seem to be a disgrace.  Name calling make you 
feel that you don’t belong here.  If God is for us who can be 
against us.  God is interceding for us.  God is going to justify the 
situation after awhile.  We have Black History Month so that we 
will not forget where our help comes from.  The world is the 
Lord’s and all that is within.  We are God’s Children. 
 

Litany 
“The Civil Rights Movement” 

Sister Corina Riley 
 

       Choir                   Ushers     Greeter 
  Mixed Choir         Senior Ushers     Sister Cothene Watson 
 

This beautiful song is sung during Black History Month, 
 “Lift Every Voice and Sing” 

May We Forever Stand 
True To Our God, True To Our Native Land. 

 

By James Weldon Johnson & J. Rosamond Johnson 
 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

                             February 16, 2019 
                                 Valentine Day 

 
                           
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
February 17, 2019 

 

Sermon 
“God’s Mercy” 

Rev. William Richardson 
 

Litany 
“The Civil Rights Movements” 

Sister Marjorie Vanhooke 
 

Black History Presentations 
“Hidden Figures” 

Presented by:  Sister Stephanie Brodie 
Assisted by Bro. Shermaine Hamlett and Deacon Lloyd Roberson  

 
Freedom Project – The Youth 

 

                                Listed in the bulletin: 
Poem - The Beautiful Color Of Love 

Black History Search A Word 
 

      Chorus      Ushers  Greeter 
Male Chorus Youth Ushers   Sister Cherba Torain 

 
February 24, 2019 

 

Sermon 
“Resisting The Beast” 

Rev. William Richardson 
 

Black History Presentation 
Praise Dance – Glory 

 

Listed in the bulletin: 
Black Inventors 

Black History Month Word Jumble 
Poem – The Voice Of Africa 

Alphabet Of Slavery 
 

 Choir       Ushers    Greeter 
 Youth            Senior Ushers     Sis. Linda Whitted 
 

We must continue to push on to be completely free. 
 More importantly, we must press toward the mark for the 

prize of the high calling of God in Jesus Christ. 
 

We concluded our Black History Month 
with a soul food dinner. 

 
 
 
 



 

BLACK HISTORY PRESENTATIONS 
HIDDEN FIGURES – PRESENTED BY:  SISTER STEPHANIE BRODIE 

FREEDOM PROJECT - THE YOUTH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Deacon Lloyd Roberson, Sister Stephanie Brodie, 

Brother  Shermaine Hamlett 
Narrator:  Sister Shereen Johnson 

Freedom Project 



Black History Display 
Designed by Sister Robin Wells

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



             SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION 
March 07, 2019 

 

 
     The Fifth District Sunday School Convention was 
held at St. John’s Missionary Baptist Church in Durham.  
Presiding was our Superintendent, Deacon Lloyd 
Roberson.  Following roll call, the children’s presentation 
topic was “Christ’s Disciple - What does it mean?”  Adult 
workshop topic was “Evangelism and Discipleship.” 
     The winner of the trophy this year was St. John’s 
Missionary Baptist Church with an attendance of 73 
members.  First Community had 8 members in 
attendance.  Attending were: Rev. William Richardson, 
Sis. Stephanie Brodie, Sis. Shirley Byrd, Sis. Lacey 
Mtumwa, Bro. Nkosi Mutumwa, Deacon Lloyd Roberson, 
Sis. Linda Snipes and Sis. Marjorie Vanhooke. 

 

 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 
                 WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

March 01, 2019 

 
 

 
 
 
Mount Zion AME Church in 
Hillsborough, NC 
sponsored the World Day 
of Prayer this year.  WDP 
is a worldwide non-
denominational movement 
of Christian Women who, 

every year, come together on the first Friday in March to 
observe a common day of prayer. 
     This year we worshipped with Slovenia, one of the 
smallest and youngest countries in Europe.   
Participating in the program from First Community was 
Sister Martha Ann Johnson.  Sister Johnson did a 
wonderful job by reading and representing Ema of 
Slovenia.  Attending from First Community were: Sis. 
Stephanie Brodie, Sis. Beulah Johnson, Deacon 
Elizabeth Mayo, Sis. Linda Snipes and Sis. Marjorie 
Vanhooke.  

YOUTH USHERS 

       January 2018, Reverend Richardson decided to get 
our youth more involved in our worship services.  A 
meeting was called between the children and their 
parents to discuss re-organizing the Youth Usher Board.  
Six youth committed to becoming ushers.   On the third 
Sunday in March of 2018, under the leadership of Sister 
Marjorie Vanhooke, the children were ready to perform 
their duties. What a beautiful sight!  The children 
performed their duties with dignity and respect.  They 
showed enthusiasm and enjoyment of their roles.  
      Of the six children who committed, we still have five 
dedicated Youth Ushers, who assist with seating 
worshipers and helping to maintain the order of service.  
They are:  Grayson Goodman, Shermaine Hamlett, Tylin 
Hamlett, Amaya Johnson and Makyla Wells.   
    If you should see one of these amazing youth, please 
thank them for their service and encourage other youth 
to participate in our church programs.   
 
                >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

                           REVEREND RAY WATKINS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 We would like to thank Reverend Watkins, our speaker on 
January 13, 2019.  Rev Watkins is an Associate Minister 
from Union Baptist Church, Durham, NC.   His sermon, titled 
“GO” taken from Matthew 28:18-20 was memorable and 
inspiring. We look forward to worshiping with Rev. Watkins  

  in the near future.  

 

Sister Martha Ann Johnson 



First Community Missionary Baptist Church 

P.O. Box 1047 

509 Eno Street 

Hillsborough, NC 27278 

Church Phone: (919) 732-6135 

Fax Number: (919) 732-1129 
 

Our website:  firstcommunitymbc.org 

 

Please call the church office, when… 
 

 A member of your family is admitted to the hospital, so that visits can be made and the 

proper people notified. 

 You have death in the family so that you can receive helpful advice and assistance 

from the pastor and the church family. 

 Your group plans to have a meeting or program so that it can be placed in the church 

bulletin. 

 Your home phone number is changed or 

 You have a new address, so that the church records can be corrected. 

 

Please feel free to call the church. We are here to serve. May God Bless You. 
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The First Community Spotlight is edited by Connie George 
                                                                             Co-Editor Linda Snipes 

All Contributions are welcome! 

 


