FIRST COMMUNITY MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
FIRST COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT
July 1, 2015 – October 30, 2015

Volume LXXI
FROM THE PASTORS DESK ….

Rev. William Richardson, Pastor
IN THIS ISSUE
From The Pastor’s Desk
Rev. William Richardson
Sick & Shut-In / Sympathy
Poem Dedicated To Brooks Family
New Member / Article – Bible Expositor
Article - “Do You Know Him?”
Welcome Back Rev. William Richardson
Guest Pastors
Family & Friends Day
“Takin” It On The Road Fashion Show
Grandparent’s / Senior Citizen’s Day
Male Chorus Anniversary
Fifth District Sunday School Convention
Pastors Appreciation
Rev. Quinesa Brown
NAACP Meeting
Anniversary/Founders Day Celebration
Halloween Truck or Treat

Tips On Fire Prevention
Back To School Safety
Important Dates
November
8 Veteran’s Day
15 20th annual Prayer Service
22 Church 29th Anniversary
26 Thanksgiving Day (Thursday)
19
20
25
31

December
Christmas Presentations
Christmas Sunday Service
Christmas Day (Friday)
Watch Night Service

On the fourth Sunday in November we will be
celebrating the church’s twenty-ninth anniversary.
One might ask for what reasons are we exerting so
much physical, mental and spiritual energies,
toward this special day. First, it is my personal
belief; that First Community church has an
indispensable asset in the eternally valuable task of
sharing Christ with others. Secondly, this is of
ultimate importance with us, we believe in the
affirmation of God’s desire for this community. We
understand and know that it is God’s desire that
worship service serves as a blessing to his people.
Blessing God’s people began when the Lord said to
Moses, tell Aaron and his sons, this is how your are
to bless the Israelites, say to them; the Lord bless
you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine
upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his
face toward you and give peace. So they will put
my name on the Israelite, and I will bless them
(Numbers 6:22-27).
Another reason for celebrating is, plain and
simple. This congregation, worship services, and
other ministries are reminders of God’s care and
blessing to everyone, individually and collectively.
So, while we continue to celebrate anniversaries,
let us remind our friends, to stay focused and
connected to our Christ. It remains in my prayers
that the Lord continues to bless and keep you, and
make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to
you.

“My Help Comes From the Lord, Who Made Heaven & Earth.”

SICK AND SHUT-IN LIST

NEW MEMBER
WE WELCOME YOU TO OUR CHURCH FAMILY!
MAY GOD BLESS YOU!
Sister Esther Jeffries
Sister Mary McCauley
Sister Katie Roberson

Brother Henry Whitted
Sister Geraldine Wilson
Brother James Wilson

Nasheka Clark
Our God is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow. He does
not change. Our God is faithful to all generations. His mercy
endures forever. If we want to know whether God will deliver us
today, we just have to look back and see how He delivered us
yesterday. Sometimes we need to encourage ourselves and
remember what the Lord has already done in order to increase
our faith for what He will do. (Bible Expositor)

DO YOU KNOW HIM? DO YOU REALLY KNOW HIM?
OUR HEARTHFELT SYMPATHY TO:
Brother Martin Torain, Sisters Patrice Richardson Sneed, and
Diane Beasley in the loss of their Aunt,
Betty Ruth Beasley Morrow
Sister Jessica Byrd and family in the loss of her Son,
Antonio Byrd
Sister Rhonda Turrentine in the lost of her Aunt,
Lola McClinton
Sisters Shereen Johnson, Marsha Johnson, Brothers Jeffery
Brooks, Eric Brooks and their families in the lost of their love one,
Sister Geneva Brooks.

Whatever you’re going through, just have a little faith. I have
been crucified. I put it in the hands of the Lord. God will turn
things around. The bread of life is in the bread. God said, “I
am the Living Bread.” He is a living God. He lives in US.
Learn how to bring a little bit of faith to God. He stood right
beside me. I thank you for helping my body. You’re not to be
influenced about any body else’s teachings. Don’t forget that I
took a little bit of bread and fed a lot of people. We must have
confidence and trust in the Lord. She had just a little bit of
flour. God has blessed you with something that you can bring
to Him. You and I belong to Him. He is our savior. It lasted
and it lasted until the famine was over. He is a Mighty God.

By: Kenna Wells

Brother Shawn Bethea and family in the loss of his mother,
Mary Bethea
Brother Leon Lea and family in the loss of his brother,

Nathaniel Lea
Dedicated To The Brooks Family From
First Community Church Family
May you see God’s light on the path ahead
When the road you walk is dark
May you always hear
Even in your hour of sorrow
The gentle SINGING of the lark.
When times are hard may hardness
Never turn your heart to stone,
May you always remember
When the shadows fall You do not walk alone.

Kenna wrote the article above during a sermon preached by
Rev. William Richardson on August 30, 2015. His sermon,
“The Use Of Little Things For God,” Matthews 16:5-12 and I
Kings 17:8. Kenna is 9 years old. She has an amazing ability
to listen and comprehend. Thank you Kenna for a very
important lesson for all of us to listen and let God’s Word sink
deep within our souls and live according to the Word of God.

Irish Blessing – The Comfort Company

“My Help Comes From the Lord, Who Made Heaven & Earth.”

WELCOME BACK

We welcome our pastor, Rev. William Richardson, back from a short vacation.
Because of his love for his church family and his church he only took half of his vacation.
During Rev. Richardson’s vacation we were blessed to have the following ministers deliver the sermon.
August 9, 2015
Deacon Johnny Jarrett, Jr. Presided
Rev. Frankie McLean,
Music – Mixed Choir
Scripture – Deacon Johnny Jarrett, Jr.
Associate Pastor Union Baptist Church
Ushers – The Senior Ushers
Prayer – Deacon Johnny Jarrett, Jr.
Sermon, “The Lord Is With You.”
Greeter – Sister Cothene Watson
Your Salvation does not insolate you from trouble
but it insulates you until you can get to the other side.
God has a surprise ending for your life, let God get you to the end.

August 16, 2015
Deacon Elizabeth Mayo, Presided
Prayer – Deacon Elizabeth Mayo
Special Prayer – Graesyn Goodman

Rev. George Ashby
Associate Pastor Union Baptist Church
Sermon – “Leaving Egypt”

Music – The Youth Praise Team
Ushers – The Young Adult Ushers
Greeter – Sister Cherba Torain

August 23, 2015
Rev. William Richardson, Presided
Scripture – Rev. William Richardson
Prayer – Rev. William Richardson

Rev. George Ashby
Associate Pastor Union Baptist Church
Sermon – “Holding On To Hope”
Hope helps me persevere.
Hope is essential to my survival.
There is Good News in Hopeless Situations

Music – The Male Chorus
Ushers – The Senior Ushers
Greeter – Sister Iris Folk

Special Song – “I learned How To Live Holy”
<---------------------- Brother Leonard Graham
Our guest from Union Baptist Church
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FAMILY AND FRIENDS DAY

GRANDPARENT’S / SENIOR CITIZEN’S DAY

Family and friends day was held on July 19, 2015. First
Community members invited their family and friends to worship
with The First Community Church Family. Following the
morning service, we ate and fellowshipped with our family and
friends in the fellowship hall. Thank you to all our family and
friends for worshiping with us.

Grandparent’s and Senior Citizen’s Day was held on
September 13, 2015. A program was held in the fellowship
hall after the morning service. The children made posters
thanking grandparents for their loving care. The children also
verbally expressed their love for their grandparents. The adults
of First Community talked about the memories they had of their
grandparents. Deaconess Geneva Brooks sang the Lord’s
Prayer. A delicious menu of ham, turkey and roast beef
sandwiches, meat balls, chicken salad, crackers, fruit and ice
tea was served. It was a great fellowship celebrating
Grandparents and Senior Citizen’s Day. We would like to
thank the committee, Sister Seletha Pherribo and Sister
Shereen Johnson and all those who served on the food
committee for a job well done.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

The Lord’s Prayer
Deaconess Geneva Brooks

The proceeds from the fashion show were
presented to Rev. William Richardson
by Sister Karen McGhee on October 4, 2015.
“Takin” It On The Road”
A fashion show was held here at First Community on
October 3, 2015, “Takin” It On The Road,” by Cato
Fashion of Hillsborough.

Sister Brooks always had a song in her heart.
We will miss her lovely voice in our congregation.

Call to Order - Karen McGhee
Music – Nia Bullock
Scripture – Christy Shields
Prayer – Cherba Torain
Casual Wear and Dressy Wear were modeled by:
Tish Bradsher
Shirley Byrd
Mia Mack

Briana Bradsher Stephanie Brodie
Tierra Corbett
Jessica Long
Judy Pettiford
Cherba Torain
Marjorie Vanhooke

A song was dedicated to Stephanie Brodie and all
cancer survivers “I’m So Glad The Lord Let Me Live On’
sung by William Wilkerson.
The Cato Fashion Hostesses were:
Christy Shields
Karen McGhee
Pattie Shaffer
Karen McGhee is an employee of Cato Fashion and
would like for you to stop by and check out their
wonderful selection of clothing.
We Believe,
With God First We Can Accomplish Amazing Things.
“My Help Comes From the Lord, Who Made Heaven & Earth.”

THE FIRST COMMUNITY MALE CHORUS ANNIVERSARY
(1994 – 2015)
September 27, 2015
Congratulations to the First Community Male Chorus on their twenty-first anniversary. What a great celebration! The
Male Chorus provides the music for the fourth Sunday service. A memorial service was held by Brother Larry Pettiford
and Deacon Lloyd Roberson for the seven deceased members of the Male Chorus along with the Founder, Music
Director and Pianist of the First Community Male Chorus, Sister Doris Richardson. Brother Nkosi Mtumwa made
presentations to Rev. William Richardson, Brothers Phil Parker, Ron Pierce, Thurman Woods, Randy Mitchell,
Sisters Shereen Johnson and Kimberly Perry. A special thank you to Brother Randy Mitchell and Sister Shereen
Johnson for stepping up to help the Male Chorus succeed in having a wonderful Spirit-filled celebration.
Music - The Male Chorus

Sermon - “Voices In Praise”
Rev. William Richardson
Only thy art worthy, O God

Ushers – The Senior Ushers
Greeter – Sister Iris Folk

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
FIFTH DISTRICT SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION
CONGRESS OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION EAST CEDAR GROVE ASSOCIATION

Deacon Lloyd Roberson
First Community Sunday School Superintendent
President of the Fifth District

Reverend Norman Davis
Pastor, Mt. Zoar Missionary Baptist Church
The Word – “Who Is Jesus To You?

The Sunday School Convention was held at First Community Baptist Church on October 8, 2015. Devotion was opened by the First
Community Baptist Church with the welcome by Deacon Lloyd Roberson First Community Sunday School Superintendent. Music was
provided by First Community Youth Choir and the Mt. Zoar Baptist Church Choir. The Trophy was presented to Mt. Zoar Baptist
Church for having the highest amount of members attending. An essay written by Brooklyn Cooper was read by Sister Barbara
Parker titled “Importance of Attending Sunday School.” Brooklyn of St John’s Missionary Baptist Church was the recipient of the 2015
Higher Education Award. She was awarded $800 dollars. Brooklyn’s mother acknowledged the gift and expressed her gratitude.
Lesson presentations were presented by a member from Mr. Zoar Baptist Church and a member from St. John Baptist Church. The
speaker for this convention was Rev. Norman Davis, Pastor of Mt. Zoar Missionary Baptist Church.

“My Help Comes From the Lord, Who Made Heaven & Earth.”

PASTOR’S APPRECIATION
REVEREND WILLIAM RICHARDSON

First Community members enjoyed a wonderful fellowship with our Pastor, Reverend William Richardson on October 9, 2015. In
appreciation of all the love shown to us, the prayers prayed for us, the middle of the night visits if needed and all his efforts to get us
into the Kingdom, we at First Community wanted to do something special for our Pastor. Organized by Sister Seletha Pherribo,
members arrived with covered dishes and the sweets that our Pastor specifically requested. We all enjoyed the excellent food and
fellowship. Later members spoke words of love and appreciation to Reverend Richardson. Some even spoke of how the community
had expressed how Reverend Richardson and First Community is always willing to serve the community. Reverend Richardson
responded by thanking everyone for the acts of kindness and words of love. Not an exact quote, but he said give me my flowers now
while I can enjoy them. Reverend Richardson, it is our prayer that God will continue to bless you and keep you in His care.
Tonya Myers
Rev. Richardson’s Family
The Clarks Sisters / Brother Martin Torain

Tonya Myers
Rev. Richardson’s Family

Sister Mary Wells

Rev. William Richardson

On Sunday October 11, 2015, we concluded our celebration or Pastor’s Appreciation Day with special presentations to Reverend
Richardson. Reverend Richardson’s family visited and worshipped with First Community. The music was rendered by First
Community’s Mixed Choir, a special song, “Blessed Assurance” by Tonya Myers, songs by the Clark Sisters accompanied by
Brother Martin Torain. Reverend Richardson delivered the sermon, “Love Is Something You Do, Watch The Little Foxes,” Song of
Solomon (2:15 -18). Reverend Richardson talked of two people who fell in love and how anxious they were to see each other. The
two were speaking to each other and she spoke about how she can’t wait to see his face and how she misses his voice. We should
miss God’s voice and be anxious to come to church, bible study and Sunday school. Nobody or nothing should take the place of Christ
and the church. Little foxes can get into your life and your church. Don’t let the little foxes disrupt your life or keep you from your
worshipping. Wait for the Lord and He will renew your strength. Song of Solomon (2:15). Our vineyards are in blossom; we must
catch the little foxes that destroy the vineyards. Some interpreters believe that the man and woman stand for God and his people or
Christ and the Church.

“My Help Comes From the Lord, Who Made Heaven & Earth.”

Back To School Safety
Orange County Gives Tips for Fire Prevention Week
Orange County Emergency Services invited the public to
participate in fire Prevention Week from October 4
through 10. This year’s theme is, “Hear the Beep Where
You Sleep.” Orange County Fire Marshal Jason
Shepherd encourages all Orange County residents to
develop a home fire safety plan and practice it. The
following tips serve as a checklist for home smoke
alarms.
 Install smoke alarms inside and outside each bedroom
and sleeping area. Install alarms on every level of the
home. Install alarms in the basement.
 Large homes may need extra smoke alarms.
 It is best to use interconnected smoke alarms. When
one smoke alarm sounds, they all sound.
 Test all smoke alarms at least once a month. Press the
test button to be sure the alarm is working.
 There are two kinds of alarms. Ionization smoke
alarms are quicker to warn about flaming fires.
Photoelectric alarms are quicker to warn about
smoldering fires. It is best to use both types of alarms in
the home.
 A smoke alarm should be on the ceiling or high on a
wall. Keep smoke alarms away from the kitchen to
reduce false alarms. They should be at least 10 feet
from the stove.
 People who are hard-of-hearing or deaf can use special
alarms. These alarms have strobe lights and bed
shakers.
 Replace all smoke alarms when they are 10 years old.
News of Orange Staff Reports

Every fall, thousands of children across the Carolinas head
back to school. With nearly 15 percent of those children
typically walking or biking to their classes, AAA warns drivers
to be especially vigilant for pedestrians before and after school
hours. The afternoon hours are particularly dangerous – over
the last decade, nearly one in four child pedestrian fatalities
occurred between 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. AAA offers six ways to
keep kids safe this school year.

1. TALK TO YOUR TEEN.
Car crashes are the leading cause of death for teens in
the United States, and more than one in four fatal crashes
involving teen drivers occur during the after-school hours
of 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Get evidence-based guidance and tips
at TeenDriving.AAA.com.

2. COME TO A COMPLETE STOP.
Research shows that more than one third of drivers roll
through stop signs in school zones or neighborhoods.
Always come to a complete stop, checking carefully for
children on side walks and in crosswalks before
proceeding.

3. WATCH FOR BICYCLES.
Children on bikes are often inexperienced, and
unpredictable. Slow down and allow at least three feet of
passing distance between your vehicle and the bicycle. If
your child rides a bicycle to school, have them wear a
properly-fitted bicycle helmet on every ride.

4. SLOW DOWN.
Speed limits in school zones are reduced for a reason. A
pedestrian struck by a vehicle traveling at 25 mph is
nearly two-thirds less likely to be killed compared to a
pedestrian struck by a vehicle traveling just 10 mph faster.

5. ELIMINATE DISTRACTIONS.
Children often cross the road unexpectedly and may
emerge suddenly between two parked cars. Research
shows that taking your eyes off the road for just two
seconds doubles your chances of crashing.

6. REVERSE RESPONSIBLY.
Every vehicle has blind spots. Check for children on the
sidewalk, driveway and around your vehicle before slowly
backing up. Teach your children to never play in, under or
around vehicles-even those that are parked.
GO WITH OUR EXPERTS / Traffic Safety
By Tiffany Wright
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NAACP MEETING

Rev.Quinesa Brown
Associate Minister First Community Baptist Church
Rev. Brown is currently serving in the US Navy. She is
serving as a Navy Chaplain in Cuba for one year. We
are praying for her safety and that her ministry will be
successful. We will be looking forward for her safe
return.
From: Rev. Quinesa Brown
Greeting’s Everyone,

Keith Cook

First Community hosted a NAACP meeting on August 08, 2015.
The welcome was given by Sister Seletha Pherribo and the music
rendered by First Community’s Mixed Choir. The scripture read was
the 23 Psalm and prayer was given by one of the local Ministers.
NAACP district president Keith Cook began the dialogue with a
personal experience he had of feeling uncomfortable when stopped
late one night while driving. He asked other guest to share their
experiences or feeling regarding the recent events and protests in
Hillsborough on the removal of the confederate flag. Several folks
expressed their views and concerns. Most impressive of all was the
number of people from the community who asked for ways they
could help to make changes to facilitate racial equality in
Hillsborough. An invitation was extended to all to join the NAACP.
There was also a discussion about meeting at a later date to
continue the dialog started regarding improving race relations in
Hillsborough. Afterwards refreshments were served while the
conversation and fellowship continued in the Fellowship Hall.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
ANNIVERSARY/FOUNDERS DAY CELEBRATION
THE EAST CEDAR GROVE
MISSIONARY BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

First Community was the host church for the 121st
Anniversary/Founders Day Celebration and Worship Service of
The East Cedar Grove Missionary Baptist Association on
September 19, 2015.
Theme: “Journey To The Future:
Using All The Parts To Make The Whole”
Rev. William Richardson, Sr.
,The Executive Board Chair, gave the purpose and has served
for more than ten years in that position.
Ministerial March Of ECGMBA Churches And The Introduction
Of The Pastors From Each Church.
All past Moderators were recognized..
Reverend Mildred Snipes Chambers was honored during
this service. Rev. Chambers served as the Moderator from
2001 -2005. A token of remembrance was given to
Rev. Mildred Chambers.
Speaker: Rev. J. Vincent Terry
“Somebody Ought To Say Thank You.”
Lunch was served following this celebration.

First and foremost I hope this message reaches
everyone in good health and well being; that the church body
as a whole is doing well also!
Well I arrived here safe in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba
(all thanks be to God). After leaving Naval Station Norfolk this
past Friday the weather due to the storm flying in did get a little
rough, so we had an overnight layover in Jacksonville, Florida.
I arrived here in Cuba the following day. The base is
unconnected to the outside of the island; it really feels like I’m
in the desert. It’s always 90 degrees here nothing below 85 in
the day and no lower than 78 at night. I see a lot of iguana
(some as big as dogs) and what they call banana rats (but I
believe to be raccoons).
I’m really looking forward to Friday visiting the
marines out at the fence line with the other chaplain I’m
relieving. Then I will have the opportunity to see some of Cuba
(maybe even one of the old cars my dad keeps asking me
about, lol).
I’m doing well and excited about the ministry I will be
a big part of here. My day here will be pretty busy with bible
studies; two protestant services on Sunday, teaching a
financial peace class, movie and game nights and visiting
different work spaces. I will at times visit the detention centers
where they keep the detainees (that will be only for the sake of
providing service for the medical team there).
All in all, I’m grateful to have gotten this opportunity in
my military career, and even more grateful for having my family
and church support. I ask that you all keep me in your thoughts
and prayers not only for my safety, but also that I will be
obedient and open to this task that the US Navy has entrusted
me with and that God Himself has called me too.
Peace and Blessings
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TRUNK OR TREAT
The annual Trunk or Treat was held October 30, 2015 at First Community. The children of First Community and
surrounding communities met in the Fellowship Hall before going outside to obtain treats from the decorated car trunks of
the members of First Community. Afterward everyone came inside to participate in games, a costume contest and
refreshments. First place winner of the
costume contest was Dave Jenkins, second place winner was Aiden Wilkinson and third place winner was Cynai
Jacobs. Last year was great, but we were happy to see more children participating this year. The children enjoyed
themselves as evidenced by the laughing and playing observed during the evening.
Sister Seletha Pherribo facilitated the program and Sister Stephanie Brodie was in charge of entertainment. Sister
Wandra Richardson and her kitchen committee provided delicious hot dogs, various chips, drinks and cupcakes. Other
First Community members, too numerous to name helped with dispensing candy, decorating and monitoring the children.
Our Pastor, Reverend Richardson got in on the fun by filling his car trunk with treats for the children. This was another
successful year for the Trunk or Treat event and what better or safer place for the children to be than at church.
Dave Jenkins, 1st Place Aiden Wilkinson, 2nd Place

Cynai Jacobs, 3rd Place

“My Help Comes From the Lord, Who Made Heaven & Earth.”

First Community Missionary Baptist Church
P.O. Box 1047
509 Eno Street
Hillsborough, NC 27278
Church Phone: (919) 732-6135
Fax Number: (919) 732-1129
Our website: firstcommunitymbc.org

Please call the church office, when…


A member of your family is admitted to the hospital, so that visits can be made
and the proper people notified.



You have death in the family so that you can receive helpful advice and assistance
from the pastor and the church family.



Your group plans to have a meeting or program so that it can be placed in the
church bulletin.



Your home phone number is changed or you have a new address, so that the
church records can be corrected.

Please feel free to call the church. We are here to serve. May God Bless You.
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The First Community Spotlight is edited by Connie George
Co-Editor Linda Snipes
All Contributions are welcome!
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