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     Yes, the look of our congregation is constantly changing.  

Here at First Community is a diverse group of Christians 

engaged in shaping lives for Christ.   However from where I am 

looking, upon entering the sanctuary on Sunday mornings, is the 

absence of our teens.  The reasons for their lack of attendance 

may vary from one explanation to another.  Consequently, their 

physical presence or the lack thereof leaves an undeniable 

embrace of exclusion.  Do I have any concrete answers to this 

challenging event?  The answer is no, however the title of a book 

comes to mind which state “Finding a way in the Wilderness; 

Spiritual Resources for Dark Times”. This book title sends 

some light to our concerns on youth none participation in many 

of the church’s activities.  How do we find ways to engage these 

wonderful minds for our Christ?   First, I think that we must 

develop among ourselves a strong determination to look for 

positive programs and discoveries to rectify this untimely 

experience, secondly, we must respond to the teen absence 

problem effectively and holistically.   It is my experience that 

most teens are in need of intensive guidance and support.  

Therefore we must meet this situation with planning and make it 

a top priority with our collective support.  

     On finding ways to overcome this problem of low youth 

attendance, let us begin to give personal and loving concern.   Let 

each one of us befriend a young person and show them lots of 

love here at First Community and in your perspective 

environment.    

     I do understand that these steps of priorities could become a 

Herculean task, yet there must be some forward-looking 

strategies and mind-set to overcome these problems of love and 

youth attendance.   We must not give up on this problem.  There 

is always hope even if you don’t have the answers.  When the 

Lord gives us hard things we can use them to his glory.  May 

we all pray to this end that God will lead us to change the look 

for His wonderful purpose.    
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Please remember to pray for and visit or call our 
members that are sick, shut-in or hospitalized. 

 
Sister Esther Jeffries   Sister Nancy Villines 
Sister Mary McCauley        Sister Mary Wells   
Sister Katie Roberson        Brother Henry Whitted 
Sister Candace Truss   Sister Geraldine Wilson  
Sister Demetrice Turner    Brother James Wilson 

 
 

PRAYER 
 

There is such power 
That we all share 

It comes from God 
In the form of prayer. 

 
When two or more gather 
And in God’s will agree 

There is a wonderful blessing 
That you will surely see. 

 
You need never feel alone 

For God is always there 
He’s never far away 

He’s just as close as prayer. 
 

He bids us share with each other 
The power that He gave us 

And tell them of the loving son 
Whom He sent to save us. 

 
It is my joy and pleasure 

To lift your name in prayer 
Trusting in the Father above 

Because of the faith we share. 
 Thena 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sisters Stephanie Brodie, Candace Truss, 
and Barbara Prear and family in the loss of 
their mother, Thelma Mayo. 

 
Deacon Elizabeth Mayo and family in the loss 
of her sister, Carmen Hester. 
 
 

SYMPATHY PRAYER 
Dear Lord, please comfort those in grief, 

Love them, lift them, give relief, 
For loss they’ve suffered, sadness felt; 

Make this sorrow slowly melt. 
 

Lord, let happy memories ease, 
Creating peace like a gentle breeze, 

And as you help them make it through, 
Draw them closer, Lord to you. 

By Joanna Fuchs 

 
As a church, 

we need to show that love is the identifying 
mark of the faithful Christian believer. 

 
As a church, 

we need to focus on what is eternal,  
like the gift of love. 

Bible Expositor 
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WE WELCOME ALL OF OUR VISITORS AND FRIENDS TO OUR SERVICES. 
SUNDAY SERVICE  SUNDAY 11:00 AM 
SUNDAY SCHOOL  SUNDAY   9:30 AM 

      BIBLE STUDY        WEDNESDAY 7:00 PM 
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March 29, 2015 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                 Music – The Ensemble 
                           Ushers – The Senior Ushers 
                       Greeter – Sister Cothene Watson 
          Sermon – “Joy In The City” – Rev. William Richardson 

“”””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””"””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””” 
 CHRIST IS RISEN! ALLELUIA! 

April 5, 2015  

EASTER SUNDAY 
 

            Music – The Senior Choir 
          Special Song – Deaconess Geneva Brooks 

          Ushers – The Senior Ushers 
        Greeter – Sister Linda Whitted 

    Sermon – “Joyful Reunion” - Rev. William Richardson 

“””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””” 

DORIS M. RICHARDSON SENIOR MISSIONARY 24TH ANNIVERSARY 
April 26, 2015 

Evangelism/Witnessing/Spiritual Outreach/Soul Winning/Reaching the Masses 
 is the ministry of proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ that will bring men’s souls into fellowship with God. 

       Presiding  - Sister Marjorie Vanhooke                   Invocation  - Sister Marjorie Vanhooke 
       Scripture – Deacon Elizabeth Mayo                                         Prayer – Sister Cherba Torain 

Litany – “Let There Be Light” – Sister Shirley Smith       
Greeting Of Guest & Announcements – Deaconess Shirley Byrd   

Offertory Prayer – Trustee Earl Brown  
Special Offering - Sister Novella Baines & Sister Linda Snipes  

            Sermon – “Telling Great Things Of God” – Rev. William Richardson 
           Remarks – Rev. William Richardson & Deaconess Shirley Byrd 

 

“And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations,    
and then the end will come.”  Matthew 24:14 
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May 10, 2015 
First Community celebrated Mother’s Day by giving thanks to God for our mother’s love and guidance.  Mothers, may 
God bless you richly for turning from the selfish ambitions of this world and totally committing yourself to God’s highest 
calling – being wise, strong, loving and a godly Christian mother. We give thanks to God for the wonderful memories 
we have of our mothers who are no longer with us.  
 

Music – The Mixed Choir  Ushers – The Senior Ushers             Greeter – Sister Cothene Watson 
Special Song – “The Lord’s Prayer” – Deaconess Geneva Brooks 

Litany – “A Mother’s Beatitudes” – Sister Corina Riley 
Sermon – “A Mother’s Great Day” – Rev. William Richardson 

 

PLANTING SEEDS 
Have you ever thought of your child’s young soul as the most fertile soil?  Luke 8:11 says, “The seed is the Word of 
God.”  A mother has the rewarding opportunity to plant the seed of God’s Word in her children’s hearts and minds.  
She can show her children how to pray and read to them Bible stories about God’s love.  A mother also has the 
opportunity to attend regular worship with her children so that seed will continue to grow as they grow.  Worship with 
your family Mother’s Day and every Sunday.     

The Herald-Sun 
“”””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””” 

 
YOUTH CHOIR 6TH ANNIVERSARY 

May 17, 2015 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   Hymn Of Praise     “Rock Of Ages”             Played By Kenna Wells 
                   Praise Dance                        “Lord Make Me Over”                                    Ciara Bullock 
                   Music                             “His Eye Is On The Sparrow”                                Cyani Jacobs 
                   Sermon                                             “Shouting Angels”                      Rev. William Richardson 

 
Congratulations to The Youth Choir on their 6th anniversary.  The Youth Choir provide the music for the third Sunday 
worship service.   They are wonderful!  Thank you to Sister Shereen Johnson; director, musicians Brother Randy 
Mitchell and Sterlicia Clark for their faithful dedication to the Youth Choir. The Choir will be on vacation until 
September. We pray that they will have a safe vacation and that they will continue to sing for the Lord while they are 
taking a rest.  We pray that they will come back ready to sing praises to our Lord. We will truly miss their beautiful 
uplifting music while they are away.  
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SENIOR CHOIR 28TH ANNIVERSARY 
June 7, 2015 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Congratulations to the senior choir who have sung praises to our Lord for twenty-eight years on the first Sunday in each month. A 
candle was lit and a memorial service was held by Rev. William Richardson and Deaconess Shirley Byrd for the fifteen 
deceased members of the senior choir.  The Senior Choir Prayer was read by members of the choir. Rev. William Richardson 
delivered the sermon, “Servant Singers of The Lord’s Song.”  Presentations were made to Rev. Richardson for the church, the 
musicians Brother Eric Timberlake, Brother Phil Parker, drummer Sterlicia Clark, and Sister Marjorie Vanhooke, directress.  
Sister Vanhooke had words of thanks to the choir members and musicians.   The Clarks Sisters sang three songs dedicated to 
the senior choir.  We were blessed to have Deaconess Katie Roberson, a member of the senior choir, present at this service 
after an illness along with her husband Deacon Lloyd Roberson, also a member of the senior choir.  Deaconess Katie 
Roberson gave thanks for all the prayers and cards received during her illness.  
 

     Music – The Senior Choir         Ushers - The Senior Ushers        Greeter – Sister Linda Whitted 
                          Sermon – Rev. William Richardson     

Sing Songs of Faith, Sing until the church is filled with the power of Almighty God, not for gain but for souls. 
“””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””” 

“Why is church attendance / going to church important?” 
The Bible tells us we need to attend church so we can worship God with other believers and be taught His Word for 

our spiritual growth. The early church “devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and to prayer” (Acts 2:42).We should follow that example of devotion – and do the same things. Back then, 
they had no designated church building, but “every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They 
broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts” (Acts 2:46).  Wherever the meeting takes 
place, believers thrive on fellowship with other believers and the teaching of God’s Word. 

Church attendance is not just a “good suggestion;” it is God’s will for believers. Hebrews 10:25 says we should “not 
be giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another-and all the more as you 
see the Day approaching.” We need the encouragement that church attendance affords.  And the approach of the end 
times should prompt us to be even more devoted to going to church. 

Church is the place where believers can love one another (I John 4:12), encourage one another (Hebrews 3:13), 
“spur” one another to love and good works (Hebrews 10:24), serve one another (Galatians 5:13), instruct one another 
(Romans 15:14), honor one another (Romans 12:10), and be kind and compassionate to one another (Ephesians 
4:32). 

When a person trusts Jesus Christ for salvation, he or she is made a member of the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 
12:27).  For a church body to function properly, all of its “body parts” need to be present and working (1 Corinthians 
12:14-20).  It’s not enough to just attend a church; we should be involved in some type of ministry to others, using the 
spiritual gifts God has given us (Ephesians 4:11-13).  A believer will never reach full spiritual maturity without having 
the outlet for his gifts, and we all need the assistance and encouragement of other believers (1 Corinthians 12::21-26). 

For these reasons and more, church attendance, participation, and fellowship should be regular aspects of a 
believer’s life.  Weekly church attendance, participation, and fellowship should be regular aspects of a believer’s life.  
Weekly church attendance is in no sense “required” for believers, but someone who belongs to Christ should have a 
desire to worship God, receive His Word, and fellowship with other believers.    

Jesus is the Cornerstone of the Church (1Peter 2:6), and we are “like living stones…being built into a spiritual house 
to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (1Peter 2:5).  As the 
building materials of God’s “spiritual house,” we naturally have a connection with one another, and that connection is 
evident every time the Church “goes to church.”           Got Questions Ministries 
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OUR GRADUATE CLASS OF 2015 
Congratulations To Our Graduates and Students of First Community. 

June 14, 2015 

College Graduates 
 

Donald McIver, Jr. 
Donald graduated from Clark Atlanta University with a Bachelor’s 
of Arts degree in Early Childhood Education. He is the son of 
Donald, Sr. and Rita McIver. 
 

Brittany Johnson  
Brittany graduated from NC A & T and UNCG’S Joint Master of 
Social Work Program.  She recently received her Clinical Social 
Worker Associate license. She is the daughter of Salena 
Council. 
 

Ranika Breeze 
Ranika has completed her major in Criminal Justice and will 
receive her degree when she completes her internship. She is 
the daughter of Brenda Breeze. 
 

Special Recognition 
 

Davana Turner 
Devana, a rising Sophomore at A & T State University is in a ten 
week research traineeship in the Biomathematis Summer 
Institute.  She is a Biomedical Engineering Major.  She is the 
daughter of Demetrice Turner. 

 

High School Graduates 
 

Ashlyn McIver 
Ashlyn graduated from Orange High School and will be 
attending Winston Salem State University.  She is the daughter 
of Donald, Sr. and Rita McIver. 
 

KeShawan Torry 
KeShawn graduated from Orange High School. He will be 
attending Livingstone University. He is the son of Dorica and 
Jermaine Jackson. 

 

High School Recognition 
 

Jasmine Council 
Jasmine will be an 11th grader and she will be attending 
Partnership Academy.  She is the daughter of Salena Council. 

 

Angel Council 
Angel will be a rising 10th grader at Orange High School.  She is 
the daughter of Salena Council. 
 

Asia Latta 
Asia was promoted to the 12th grade. She will be attending 
Orange High School.  She is the daughter of Rhonda 
Turrentine. 
 

Stanford Middle School 
 

Deniya Turrentine 
Deniya was promoted to the 8th grade.  She will be attending 
Stanford Middle School. She is the daughter of Rhonda 
Turrentine. 
 

Elementary Recognition 
 

Jewel Jarrett 
Jewel attended South Mebane Elementary where she was in 5th 
grade. She was promoted to 6th grade and will attend Woodlawn 
Middle School. She will be a member of the school band and will 
play the flute. Jewel is the daughter of Johnny and Eugenia 
Jarrett. 
 

Cynai Jacobs 
Cynai attends Central Elementary and was promoted to 3rd 
grade.  She is the daughter of Candace Truss. 
 

Torry Jackson 
Torry was promoted to 5th grade.  He is the son of Dorica and 
Jermaine Jackson. 
 

DeAndra Johnson 
DeAndra attends Central Elementary and was promoted to 2nd 
grade.  He is the nephew of Ann Johnson. 
 

Kennedi Richardson 
Kennedi graduated from Bethesda Baptist Childcare Center.  
She will be attending Bethesda Christian Academy.  She is the 
daughter of Monaca Richardson and the granddaughter of our 
Pastor, Rev. William Richardson. 

 
TAKE TIME 
Take time to live:  It is the secret of success. 
Take time to think:  It is the source of power. 
Take time to play:  It is the secret of youth. 
Take time to read:  It is the foundation of knowledge. 
Take time for friendship:  It is the source of happiness. 
Take time to laugh:  It helps to lift life’s load. 
Take time to dream:  It hitches the soul to the stars. 
Take time for God:  It is life’s only lasting investment. 

Writer Unknown 
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June 21, 2015 

First Community celebrated Father’s Day giving God thanks for our fathers who have been in their 
children’s lives. We pray for strong fathers that will be there to train their children in the way they 
should go and we are asking God to continue to bless them.  We also gave thanks to God for the 
loving memories of our fathers who are no longer with us. 

 
                               Special Song “In Times Like These” by Sister Geneva Brooks 

Music – The Mixed Choir 
Litany – “A Father’s Day Litany” – Asia Latta 

Father’s Day Prayer -  Kyndale Jackson 
                    Ushers – The Young Adult Ushers -   Greeter – Sister Cherba Torain 

     Sermon “Father’s Giving Up All For The Kingdom” – Rev. William Richardson 

 
 
A FATHER’S IMMORTALITY 
A father spends a lifetime giving his support and love to his children, holding them up through hard times, celebrating 
with them through good times.  When a father’s time on earth is done, he will achieve immortality by living in the 
minds and hearts of his children.  Fathers everywhere will achieve immortality with each word and deed they share 
with their sons and daughters – what a responsibility and opportunity to imprint lifelong patterns of positive thoughts 
and behavior on future generations.  Leave the legacy of enduring faith and the acceptance of God’s will by 
worshipping – as a family this week, the benefits are timeless. 

The Herald-Sun 
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REV. WILLIAM RICHARDSON 
 

 
First Community Church family celebrated Rev. William Richardson’s birthday on May 17, 2015.  
Gifts were presented to him during the morning service. We pray that Rev. Richardson will have 
many more healthy and happy birthdays.  His dedicated leadership of preaching, teaching, guiding 
us to become committed loving members who are striving to do Gods will, can not be replaced.  
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We love you Rev. Richardson! 
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WOMAN’S AUXILIARY BANQUET 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
East Cedar Grove Missionary Baptist Association, 
Woman’s Auxiliary Banquet was held Saturday, 
June 27, 2015 at Lattisville Grove Missionary 
Baptist Church.  The color this year was the colors 
of the rainbow.    The speaker was Reverend Linda 
Inman from Chadbourn, North Carolina.  Her topic, 
“I am the Salt of the Earth” was enjoyed by all.   
Reverend Inman referenced scripture, Matthew 
5:13 for her topic.  
     First Community had a record attendance this 
year.  Present were: Sister Tameka Bethea,  
Deaconess Shirley Byrd, Sister Geraldine Fennell,  
Sister Dorica Jackson, Deaconess Mary McCauley, 
Sister Lacey Mtumwa, Sister Barbara Prear, Sister 
Marjorie Vanhooke, Sister Linda Powell-Whitted 
and Brother Lester Whitted.   Special guest and 
stand in for Sister Cherba Torain was Sister Rosa 
Fuller Cates, mother of Sister Cherba Torain.    
 
COMMUNITY WORSHIP 
First Community worshiped with McCoy’s Temple 
United Holy Church on April 12, 2015.  Rev. William 
Richardson delivered the sermon, “Come Let Us 
Bless The Lord.”  First Community Male Chorus 
provided the music. The ushers and members also 
attended this service. The pastor is Pastor Ralph 
Miles. 
 
First Community Youth Choir was one of the visiting 
choirs at Hunter’s Chapel AME Church on April 25, 
2015 for their Pew Rally/Singing Fundraiser. Sister 
Shereen Johnson is the directress. Brother Randy 
Mitchell is the musician. The pastor is Pastor Vernon 
Burns. 
 

The Fifth District Sunday School Oratorical Contest 
was held at Mt. Zoar Baptist Church on April 18, 2015. 
 
The Easter Lilies decorating the Sanctuary on Easter 
Sunday were given in loving memory and in 
thanksgiving for their loved ones by members of the 
congregation. 
 
The OCIM annual Walk For Hunger was held on April 
26, 2015.  Sister Tuesday Jackson represented First 
Community.   Thank you Sister Jackson. 
 
The Annual Easter Egg Hunt was held in April.  The 
children and adults had a great time.  
 
MEMORIAL DAY 
First Community remembered all those men and 
women who gave their lives to keep us safe.  We are 
thankful to all the men and women who are still 
protecting us. May God bless them and keep them 
safe! 
 
MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST 
The men of First Community prepared and served a 
delicious breakfast of eggs, grits, bacon, toast and 
juice on May 16, 2015 for members and friends. We 
had a wonderful fellowship! 
  

 
BACK TO SCHOOL 

Today it won’t be wrong to say that early 
childhood education is the key element that 
helps in building a good foundation for a 
child’s educational success.  Every child 
learns habit and form patterns that are not 
easily changed in later years.  If parents and 
educators can develop productive early 
education patterns for children in their charge, 
those children will be on their way to achieving 
great educational success. The lack of 
parental interaction during early childhood can 
negatively impact a child’s development.  
Ultimately, it is the equal responsibility of the 
parents and tutors to assure the children have 
a good early childhood education that can 
further help them develop their personalities. 
                                                     Ezine Articles 
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TAKE PRECAUTIONS DURING HIGH HEAT 
 
 Orange County Emergency Services 
reminds residents to prepare for temperatures to 
be higher than normal. To help avoid heat 
illnesses, residents are advised to: 

1. Drink extra fluids. 
2. Limit outdoor activities, especially during the 

hottest part of the day. Those outside are 
advised to drink water and spend time in air 
conditioning every 15 to 30 minutes. 

3. Stay in air-conditioned areas. If you need a 
cool place to hang out, consider the Orange 
County Public Library or the Central Orange 
Senior Center. 

4. Keep children, pets or others out of 
unattended vehicles. 

5. Ensure animals’ needs for water and shade 
are met. 

6. Check on animals frequently to ensure that 
they are not suffering from the heat. 

7. Check on relatives and neighbors. The 
elderly, young or medically fragile are more 
likely to become victims of excessive heat. 

8. Listen to local weather forecasts and stay 
aware of upcoming temperature changes. 

9. Stay hydrated by drinking plenty of fluids 
even if you do not feel thirsty.  Avoid drinks 
with caffeine or alcohol. 

10. Wear loose-fitting, lightweight, light-colored 
clothing. 

11. Be alert for signs of heat illness, including 
dizziness, confusion, headache and extreme 
thirst. Quick action should be taken to cool 
down. 

12. Help ease the strain on the electrical grid by 
decreasing power usage; consider turning 
up the air conditioning temperature by a 
degree or two. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
TOP 10 TIPS WHEN TEACHING YOUR 

CHILDREN WATER SAFEFY 
 
For many children, playing in the water is a 
frequent enjoyable diversion.  Whether at the 
beach or the community pool, swimming is a 
great way to keep children healthy and happy.  
However, this common pastime is not without 
its own concerns – without precaution, this 
pleasant activity can turn into a completely 
different scenario.  When it comes to children, 
safety is of utmost importance.  The following 
are several tips on how to teach your children 
to be safe around water, so they can enjoy it 
for years to come. 
 
1.   Learn to Swim 
2.   Keep Parents Nearby 
3.   Stay Near a Lifeguard 
4.   Never Swim Alone 
5.   Understand the Currents 
6.   Read the Signs 
7.   Keep the Environment Distraction-Free 
8.   Don’t Run 
9.   Avoid Rough Play 
10. Refrain From Diving Head First 
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 Vacation Bible School was held at First Community on June 16-18, 2015.  The theme was “Journey off the Map.”  Each instructor 
incorporated something from that theme into their lesson plan.  The Bible teaches us to study the word of God and the Vacation Bible 
School instructors were obedient to God will, while keeping the students engaged and attentive.  
     Classes began each night with devotion, consisting of the reading of scriptures, prayer and a song.   Devotion was led by Reverend 
William Richardson, Sister Seletha Pherribo; coordinator and Sister Stephanie Brodie.   Classes ended each night with refreshments 
and fellowship.  
    Students, ages 3 through 10 were taught by Sister Beverly Lee and Sister Candance Truss.  Ages 7 through 12 were taught by 
Sister Dorica Jackson and Sister Stephanie Brodie.  Ages 13 up to teens were taught by Deaconess Eugenia Jarrett and Sister 
Romaine Waller.   The adult class was taught by Deacon Elizabeth Mayo and Sister Marjorie Vanhooke.  Upon completion of the 
classes each student received a signed Certificate of Completion, titled “This Is The Way.  Walk In It.”  
    Thanks to the excellent coordination of Sister Seletha Pherribo and various other members helping out, Vacation Bible School was 
informative, inspiring and just plain fun.     
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First Community Missionary Baptist Church 

P.O. Box 1047 

509 Eno Street 

Hillsborough, NC 27278 

Church Phone: (919) 732-6135 

Fax Number: (919) 732-1129 
 

Our website:  firstcommunitymbc.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please call the church office, when… 
 

 A member of your family is admitted to the hospital, so that visits can be made 

and the proper people notified. 

 You have death in the family so that you can receive helpful advice and assistance 

from the pastor and the church family. 

 Your group plans to have a meeting or program so that it can be placed in the 

church bulletin. 
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 Your home phone number is changed or you have a new address, so that the 

church records can be corrected. 

 

Please feel free to call the church. We are here to serve. May God Bless You. 
 

First Community Missionary Baptist Church Newsletter 
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