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Rev. William Richardson, Pastor
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Finding Your Place At “First Community”

Finding your place in the fellowship at First Community is
essential to its growth. Therefore, it is my hope, and sincere desire
that we will not only be viewed as a gathering of people simply
coming to church. Instead each one of us will come with a passion of
diligence, Christian witnesses to bring more godly strength into the
work of our Christ.

What is there that could become more meaningful and
attractive than having members to ask for a job description to work in
organizations of the church. | truly believe that our time of gathering
will become much more powerful in shaping and building the spirit of
Christ in this membership. One of the greater needs in our
congregation is a concern for whole, or all around participation in all
of the churches’ programs. | see many areas in our fellowship that is
being largely neglected due to uncommitted members. However, we
can meet this challenge of some members ‘Laissez-Faire”
commitment to “First Community’s” love for our Lord.

Each one of us must ask ourselves; do | allocate my time,
energy and God given resources to help maintain His Kingdom on
earth? It is my belief that, here at First Community when under the
Lordship of Christ Jesus all things are possible in His name. Jesus
designed His church to become one body of believers — loving and
working together.

Christ’s followers are called to go and make disciples. Let us
prayerful fill this wonderful privilege by finding a place to worship and
serve effectively at First Community. May we all witness and pray
that our earthy investments here at First Community will have
heavenly rewards.

God's Blessing and Peace be with each one of you.
Reverend William Richardson
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Thoughts
and Prayers

Our deepest sympathy is extended to:

Sister Maedell Watkins and family in the loss of her
Husband, Alphonso Watkins

Sister Theresa Clark & Sister Demetris Turner
and family in the loss of their Uncle,
Brother Chalmers Bumphus
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WHY DO WE PRAY?

Do you pray weekly? Daily? Twice a day? Or like many
of us, only when all else fails? The Bible tells us to “pray
without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17)...not three or
four times a week like exercising, nor once a month like
fertilizing the garden...but continuously. Sound
impossible? Here's how: as you attend God’s house
each week, learn how prayer is essential to your daily life,
how it can become as automatic as breathing, and how
you can focus on prayer. All you need is practice! Talk
to God at your house of worship and every day, make
Him part of your routine.

This message of faith brought to you by our spirited sponsors
encouraging you to attend your place of worship.
The Herald Sun

TO OUR CHURCH

D’Juana Jones
May God Bless You
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SUNDAY SCHOOL / BIBLE STUDY

Sunday School is held on Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m.
Bible Study is held on Wednesday evening at 7:00 p.m.

Do we know enough about God’s Word, particularly what
it teaches concerning Christ, to recognize false teachers
and their teaching? Such knowledge comes only as a
result of diligent study of Scripture. When we identify
false teachers (and teaching), are we bold enough to
stand firmly on God’s Word of truth? God will reward us
as we serve Him faithfully.

Bible Expositor and llluminator
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FAITHIS...

Faith is risking what is
for what is yet to be.

It is taking small steps
knowing they lead to bigger ones.

Faith is holding on
when you want to let go.

Faith is letting go
when you want to hold on.

Faith is saying yes
when everything else says no.

It is believing all things are possible
in the midst of impossibilities.

Faith is looking beyond what is
and trusting what will be.

It is the presence of light in darkness,
the presence of God in all.

Bradford Exchange




January 18, 2015
EIGHTY- SIX BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
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REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Special Presentation
Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Obituary
Twelve Pages Of Historic Information
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Sister Seletha Pherribo

Sermon
“Carrying The Cross Of Christ”
Rev. William Richardson

Music - The Youth Choir
Ushers - The Young Adult Ushers

Greeter - Sister Cherba Torain

Litany
‘King’s Plea For Justice
Sister Tameka Bethea

A godly love is the evidence of being a child of God. If a
person’ heart is constantly filled with hate, he cannot be God's
child. Even those of us who are His children, however, may
still commit the sin of not loving others as we should. God is
willing to restore us when we confess, determine to obey His
command, and live for His glory. This enables us to pray
effectively and be assured of His abiding presence.
Bible Expositor and llluminator
Spring Quarter Lesson 7

January 25, 2015
DEACON DEACONESS TRUSTEE DAY
First Community observed the nineteenth anniversary of
our Deacons, Deaconesses and Trustees.

Deaconess Shirley Byrd

Call To Worship
Invocation

Scripture -Trustee Leon Lea
Prayer - Trustee Shawn Bethea

Litany - “For Those Who Serve In The Church”
Trustee Brad Duff

Greeting Of Guests & Announcements
Deacon Johnny Jarrett, Jr.

Memorial Service
Deaconess Katie Roberson
Rev. William Richardson

Offertory Prayer - Sister Cherba Torain

Sermon:
“Work That Matters To God”
Rev. William Richardson

Special Song- “Precious Lord”
Deaconess Geneva Brooks

Music - The Male Chorus
Ushers - The Senior Ushers
Greeter - Sister Iris Folk

There are three Deacons, five Deaconess and Twelve Trustees.
These Servants have dedicated their service to First Community in
hopes of doing God’s will. There are four deceased Deacons, two
Deaconess and three Trustees.

Deacons and Deaconess




BLACK HISTORY MONTH
During the month of February First Community celebrated with
Old Negro Spiritual Songs, and Presentations. We recognized
the achievements of Black Americans.

February 8, 2015

Special Reading
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Kareem Bethea

Sermon
“The Uncertainty Of Puppy Love”
Rev. William Richardson

Litany - “The Civil Rights Movement”
Sister Eugenia Jarrett

Music - The Mixed Choir Usher - The Senior Usher

Greeter - Sister Cothene Watson
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February 15, 2015

Praise Dance
Song - “The Altar’
Performed by - Nia Bullock

Litany — “The Civil Rights Movement”
Rev. William Richardson

Offertory Music - “Change Is Gonna i
Come’ “«7
Tribute To Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Performed by - Omarion Lewis And The Youth Choir

Music - “Overcome”

Performed by
Asia Latta, Nia Bullock, Jasmine Foust
Deniya Turrentine, Kareen Bethea, Angel Council,
Ciara Bullock and Keshon Torry

Sermon - “Praise To Promise”
Rev. William Richardson

Music — The Youth Choir
Ushers — The Young Adult Ushers
Greeter - Sister Cherba Torain
February 22, 2015

Music — The Male Chorus
Litany — “Black History Observance”
Brother Nkosi Mtumwa

Black History Presentation
Sister Stephanie Brodie

"

Serm\ — “Holy Breaker”
Rev. William Richardson
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

President Barack Obama
Obama Celebrates gospel
songs as ‘the songs of
hope’

Kicking off a foot-stomping,
hand-clapping  celebration
of gospel music, President
Barack  Obama  said
Tuesday that this particular
genre of music had helped
to shape America,
beginning with the slave era
and continuing on through
the civil rights movement

and beyond.

But “the heart” of gospel still remains true, although it has
evolved overtime, Obama said.

“It still has an unmatched power to strike the deepest chord in
all of us, touching people of all faiths and of no faith,” he said
as he opened the latest in a series of White House concerts,
this one celebrating the role of gospel music in American life.

Gospel songs are the “songs of hope,” Obama added. “Hope
that we might rise above our failures and disappointments.
Hope that we might receive His redemption. Hope that, in
lifting our voices together, we, too, might one day reach the
Promised Land.”




MY BROTHER’S KEEPER COMMUNITY CHALLENGE

Orange County along with the towns of Chapel Hill,
Carrboro and Hillsborough, supports President Barack
Obama'’s My Brother’s keeper community challenge.

In September 2014 President Obama issued a
challenge to counties, cities, towns and tribal nations to
become My Brother's Keeper communities. This initiative is a
call-to action for communities across the country to build and
execute robust plans to ensure that all young people-no matter
who they are, where they come from or the circumstances into
which they are born-can achieve their full potential.

Several mini-summits have been held to bring elected
officials, residents, business leaders, school representatives
and nonprofits together to discuss strategies to ensure local
youth, with a focus on boys and young men of color, are
provided with every opportunity for success.

For more information about the President’'s MBK Task Force
Report and the MBK Community Challenge, go to

www.mbkchallenge.org
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Rev. William Richardson and First Community members
worshiped with the Orange County Correctional Center to
pay tribute to Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. on January 18,
2015. The Kings Of Harmony provided the music.

On February 15, 2015, Rev. William Richardson and First
Community members and ushers worshiped with
Hunter's Chapel A.M.E. Church for their 137t Church
Anniversary. Rev. William Richardson delivered the
sermon, “A House Full Of Glory.” The Male Chorus
rendered the music. Rev. Vernon P. Burns is the Pastor.

First Community Youth Choir rendered the music at
Chestnut Baptist Church on February 15, 2015. The
Musicians are Trustee Randy Mitchell and Sterlicia Clark.
Sister Shereen Johnson is the Directress.

FOOT RALLY

First Community’s Annual Foot Rally was held on
February 1, 2015. The size of your shoes determined
how much your donation is. This fund raiser is sponsored
by The Youth Missionary Department. Sister Cherba
Torain is the Youth Missionary Supervisor and Sister
Linda Powell is the Associate Youth Missionary
Supervisor.
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N.C. DMV OFFERING VOTER ID CARDS

With the 2016 election fast approaching, the
North Carolina Division of Motor Vehicles continues its
collaborative effort with the North Carolina State Board of
Elections to issue no-fee voter ID cards and register
qualified voters at all driver license offices statewide.

Effective January 1, 2016, North Carolina will
require all voters to present valid photo identification to
cast a ballot in the upcoming elections.
No-fee ID cards are available at all driver license location
for residents who have no other valid form of
identification. Applicants will need to present documents
that verify their age and identity, their residency address
in North Carolina and provide a valid Social Security
number. The Division has posted document requirements
for the card on its website
http://www.ncdot.gov/dmv/driver/id/.

Applications for cards can be made at any driver
license office. The cards are mailed to applicants 10 to
15 days following the completion of an application.

For more information this article from the Herald-
Sun Newspaper will be posted on the bulletin board
in the fellowship hall.



http://www.ncdot.gov/dmv/driver/id/

RED AND WHITE BANQUET
February 14, 2015

The Senior Usher Board from First Community Baptist Church sponsored the Red and White Banquet. The
Kings of Harmony rendered the music. After the first selection we had prayer and the welcome. The Banquet
consisted of 1% Ladies Fashion Show.

Mistress of Ceremony Music Provided by
Rev. Gladys Long Kings of Harmony
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HILLSBOROUGH EXPLORED THE HISTORY OF BLACK CHURCHES

A collaborative arts group in Hillsborough hosted an event exploring the
history of black churches and their involvement in the civil rights movement.

Free Spirit Freedom, which formed in 2010 as a project of the
Hillsborough Arts Council, strives “to keep black history alive, things that were
not written, things that were passed down,” co-founder Thomas Watson said.

Although Durham and Chapel Hill had resources to keep their histories
alive, Watson and co-founder Renee Price realized Orange County itself had
nothing similar. So they formed Free Spirit Freedom in an attempt to honor the
history of local African Americans.

Free Spirit Freedom presented “The Black Church, Freedom and Civil

i ' Rights.” The panel members spoke about history but was opened to questions

from the audience, Watson said. Event organizers invited a local White Church, United Church of Christ.

Rev. Richardson was on the panel and was involved in the Civil Rights movement during his time with Mount
Bright Baptist Church. Rev. Richardson worked to educate people about job discrimination and the importance of voting.
He said during the civil rights movement, they had meeting in different churches and convinced people to get out to the
polls and be apart of the governmental system. Rev. Richardson said that remembering history is important to continue
the same education today.

“All too often our young people have not had the exposure to the history of the community,” he said. He added
that today’s young people are facing some of the same elements of discrimination that young people of the 1960’s faced.

Rev. Richardson said he is looking forward to the events, not only to help youth understand their history, but also
to begin working with other churches. He hopes to establish a church coalition in the future to deal with many problems,
including job discrimination. “If we can form some sort of togetherness in our churches, we can bring about better things
for the community,” he said.

Excerpts from the Herald-Sun
By Katie Jansen
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Soul Food Dinner-Poster Presentations




First Community Missionary Baptist Church
P.O. Box 1047

509 Eno Street

Hillsborough, NC 27278

Church Phone: (919) 732-6135

Fax Number: (919) 732-1129

Our website: firstcommunitymbc.org
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Please call the church office, when...

e A member of your family is admitted to the hospital, so that visits can be made
and the proper people notified.

e You have death in the family so that you can receive helpful advice and assistance
from the pastor and the church family.

e Your group plans to have a meeting or program so that it can be placed in the
church bulletin.




e Your home phone number is changed or you have a new address, so that the
church records can be corrected.

Please feel free to call the church. We are here to serve. May God Bless You.

First Community Missionary Baptist Church Newsletter
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January 1, 2015 — March 31, 2015

Hillsborough, North Carolina

The First Community Spotlight is edited by Connie George
Co-Editor Linda Snipes
All Contributions are welcome!




