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Jhe chaice is curs. Eveny situation in which we face in life,
family twagedy, CGioken fealth, disappeintments, or chuch
problems can be cvencome thwough Chuist. You might have
neightienfioed to new communities. Why? My fiwst inclination is
Finst Community, we are cedainly experiencing negative effects
from this endeal. Many of those families whae had te change
nagﬁ&auﬁaadomadeouﬂotan&aﬂcanbuﬂu&amtaamnumouy ‘ljet,
{fanu&e/afeaumgtﬁwcammuty,wemmtcmtmueawtcomnutmmt
and ministwy to cur Lond and Savier. Se, we have te make cheices.
We can focus en the probilems or pessibilities. I am asking each
membier to choose passibilities ; we fnow that all things are pessible
though Christ cur Savier. God had a leng histeny of ever-coming
impassilile situations and changing them inte new beginnings. “Us
St. Paul says, we fnow that in all things God waerks fer the goad
of these whe love Fim, whe have been called according to FHis

purpase.”’

Remembien, Fivst Community, God has a plan for this
congregation and fe will never leave us until it is cempleted. Seo
choose to wait on Ftim.

TOith man this @ inpossible,
but with God all things ae possible

Matthew 19:26
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Our deepest sympathy and prayers are extended to:

Brother Ronald N. Johnson and family in the loss of his
Grandmother, Sara Parker

The Brooks family in the loss of their loved one,
Charles “Shevonne” O’Conner Brooks

Sister Barbara and Brother Craig Jones and family in the loss
of her mother, Sister Mary McCauley.

Sister Diane Corbett in the loss of her sister, Joanne Goldston.

Sister Mary McCauley has been a member of the First Community
Church family for more than thirty years and we mourn the loss of
Sister McCauley, another member of our Church family. Sister
McCauley served as a Deaconess, a member of the Senior
Missionary Circle, the Senior Usher Board and the Kitchen
Committee. She had been in declining health for the last few years
and we have missed her in our Sunday services. She continued to
support the church and she participated in church events from home.
Rest In Peace Mary! We will miss you.

We extend our deepest sympathy and prayers to all our families and
neighbors who have lost their loved ones.

With deep
sympaiﬁy, we
share your sorrow

ISS ME but let me go,

Jor this is a journey we all

must take and each must go alone
N its all part of the MASTER' S l’l AN

! _a step on the roader™

ANSWERING GOD’S CALL
BLESSING - PEACE - JOY

God loves the people He created and wants to have
them with him in heaven. He has prepared heaven as a
wonderful place with all the marvelous spiritual blessings
for us that only he can imagine. We cannot imagine all
that heaven will entail. It defies understanding as to how
anyone could receive the invitation of Almighty God to
come to Him and His salvation and then make excuses
as to why he wants to be excused from coming! There
are no excuses that make any sense. When God calls
us, He graciously makes a way for us to respond.

The conclusion each of us must reach is that God
has called us, and we will be there for whatever it is He
would like us to do. Whether it is as simple as an
invitation to a life of fellowship with Him, or a complicated
and long-term struggle to get training to serve Him in
some specific place, we can respond, “Yes!”

Bible Expositor and Illuminator
Summer Quarter

Don’t be a “part time” CHRISTIAN,
Who demands a full-time God.

Why They Go To Church

Many Christians equate worship with church attendance. |If
they simply show up, most people assume they have fulfilled
their duty in worshipping God. J.S Bouchier penned “Why They
Go to Church,” which challenges us:

Some go to church for just a walk,
Some go to stare, laugh, and talk,
Some go there to meet a friend,
Some their idle time to spend
Some for general observation
Some for private speculation;
Some to seek or find a lover,
Some a courtship to discover;
Some to sit and doze, and nod,
But few to kneel and worship God!

-David A. Hamburg
Bible Expositor and Illuminator
Spring Quarter




RAINBOW TEA

Deaconess Shirley Byrd

The Doris M. Richardson Missionary Circle, hosted a successful Rainbow Tea at First Community Baptist Church on April 21, 2018.
The Fellowship Hall was beautifully decorated with six of the colors from the rainbow. Deaconess Shirley Byrd was the Mistress of
Ceremony and the Ready Singers from The Orange Correctional Center rendered the music. Sister Stephanie Brodie, Sister Karen
McGee, Sister Marjorie Vanhooke and Sister Mary Villines, all members of the Senior Missionary Circle, delighted guests with a skit
titled “If The Shoe Fits.”

Dinner was served with each table providing at least one dessert and punch or tea in their team’s colors. Remarks were made by
Reverend William Richardson.

It has been several years since First Community hosted a tea. It was fun and everyone talked about how beautifully the tables
were decorated. The music was inspiring and the food was delicious. The Rainbow Planning Committee did an awesome job
planning, choosing team leads, team members, finding entertainment and putting together an excellent menu.  Planning Committee
Members for the Rainbow Tea were: Sister Novella Baines, Sister Dorothy Lea, Sister Marjorie Vanhooke and Sister Linda Powell-
Whitted. Team Leaders were: Sister Novella Baines - Purple Team, Sister Linda Snipes - Blue Team, Sister Linda Powell-Whitted -
Green Team, Sister Stephanie Brodie - Red Team, Sister Shirley Byrd - Orange Team and Sister Marjorie Vanhooke - Yellow Team.
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MISSIONARY DAY

April 22, 2018

“Committed To Christ Commissioned For Missions”
First Community celebrated their 27t Doris M. Richardson Senior Missionary Anniversary. Deacon Elizabeth Mayo presided.
The following Missionaries participated in this service. Scripture, Sister Linda Powell-Whitted, Prayer, Brother Donald Mclver, Sr.,
Litany, Sister Geraldine Fennell, Sermon, Sister Cherba Torain. The inspirational music was rendered by The Youth Choir. The Senior
Ushers served and the Greeter for that Sunday was Sister Linda Powell-Whitted.
A Memorial Service was held honoring our deceased members by Sister Dorothy Lea and Rev. William Richardson. The
Senior Missionary Circle has twenty members and meet on the fourth Sunday. We welcome new members!
Remarks by Sister Shirley Byrd and Rev. William Richardson.

We ask God's grace and mercy on the Senior Missionaries as they work diligently to win souls to Christ.




50t BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

Brother Martin and Sister Alisa Torain celebrated their fiftieth birthday at First Community Baptist on April 07, 2018. The birthday couple
celebrated their milestone birthdays together, (same month different dates) along
with an impressive guest list of musical entertainers and performances. The birthday
couple wore white and their guests arrived dressed in silver or white. The Fellowship
Hall sparkled in white with accents of silver.

Sister Stephanie Brodie aka Sister Bertha Jenkins was the Mistress of Ceremony
and delighted the guests with her hilarious skit titled “Church Women Hats.”

The celebration was opened with Scripture and Prayer by Elder Ja'man Portor.
The Hall resembled a gospel celebration as musical guests, Lee’s Chapel Male
Chorus, New Rock Springs and The Kings of Harmony rendered the music for this
event.  There was also a poem read by Doretha Tinnie and Praise
Dance performed by Sterlicia and Miracle Clark. Beautiful inspiring testimonials and
welcomes were given by the Alisa and Martin. Dinner, catered by Sister Patrice
Sneed was served during the event. A lovely evening was enjoyed by all.

Brother Martin and Sister Alisa, your Pastor, Rev. William Richardson and church
family hope your special day was filled with happiness, peace and joy.

MISTRESS OF CEREMONY
Sister Stephanie Brodie

Happy Birthday
Pastor

REV. WILLIAM RICHARDSON
First Community celebrated our Pastor, Rev. William Richardson’s birthday on May 6, 2018. Special presentations were made by the
organizations in the church. A fish fry was held for the Pastor on May 26 and was sponsored by Bro. Kenneth, and Sis. Karla Perry
and family. We are praying that God will continue to bless our Pastor to provide spiritual leadership to this congregation. Over thirty
years he has been our rock. Thank you Rev. Richardson. God bless you and keep you. We love you!

Fish Fry — Rev. Richardson, the Perry Family and friends.
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WOMAN'’S AUXILIARY BANQUET

June 16, 2018

Each year, the East Cedar Grove
g Baptist Association
Woman's Auxiliary
holds its banquet to
to celebration & support
its objectives.

e First Community Missionary Baptist Church supported the
Congratulations, East Cedar Grove Missionary Baptist Association’s 2018

The First Ci ity Church Family .
:";"Dm: :"'dy ;DN o Woman’s Auxiliary Banquet by attendance and purchase of an
ot Seat PO DX 10 ad.  The banquet was held at the Piedmont Community

Hillsboroug
Phone: (91

College, Roxboro, NC.
Attending from First Community were: Brother Earl Brown,
' : » Sister Shirley Byrd, Deacon Elizabeth Mayo, Sister Cherba
cgjﬁiﬁ%ﬁfi ;VZZ“:‘);?;:S‘Z’;z‘}lzzﬁ;;’ Torain, Sister Marjorie Vanhooke, Sister Linda Powell-Whitted

to all the officers, churches, family and friends|| —and Brother Lester Whitted.
for your support of the 2018 Banquet.

May God Continually Bless Tach of You!

F
website: www.firstcommunitymbe.org
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June 17,2018

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY

A Father's Day Prayer
God, >
Bless all the fathers in the
world. Father, we ask that You
guide them to be good xole
models and loving to their

children. We also ask that You
help them to be a fathex like
You are. Give them grace and
patience to handle situations
in a loving way.
Amen

Father’s Day Tributes were given to the glory of Father’s Day Tributes were given to the glory of
God in Thanksgiving for our Fathers. God in Loving Memory of our Fathers.

The Male Chorus rendered the uplifting music for this Father’s Day service. The Youth Ushers served. Sister
Cherba Torain was today’s Greeter. Rev. William Richardson delivered the sermon: “The Best Man.” Fatherhood
was inherited from God, so that they could carry out His will, taking care of families. Our hope is in God that our
children will become bright and shining stars. God will get the Glory from our children.




MOTHER’S DA
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Mother's Day Tributes were given to the glory Mother’s Day Tributes were given to the glory
of God in Thanksgiving for our Mothers. of God in Loving Memory of our Mothers.
May 13, 2018

The beautiful music was provided by the Mixed Choir. The Senior Ushers served and today’s Greeter was Sister
Cothene Watson. Rev William Richardson sermon: “Mother’s Misunderstood Service.” The Youth of our
church passed out Happy Mother’s Day cards and beautiful roses. Enclosed in the card was a poem that read:

A Mother’s heart and a Mother’s faith - And a Mother’s steadfast love
Were fashioned by the Angels - And sent from God above.
Thanks to Sister Shereen Johnson and other members that worked with her including the youth for a great
Mothers Day.
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SENIOR CHOIR ANNIVERSARY

June 3, 2018

Senior Choir

Congratulations to the First Community Senior Choir as they celebrate their 31st Anniversary. The choir made a
Joyful Noise to the Lord and to the congregation as they inspired all of us with their uplifting music. What a joy we
experienced on their Anniversary. We are grateful for all the members of the choir, those who stand in with the choir to help
them celebrate and the faithful musicians who sacrifice their time and use their talents on the first Sunday to send praises to
our Lord.

Rev. William Richardson delivered the sermon, “We Belong To God.” All of our worship should be giving honor to
our maker. We should do the work that God calls us to do. The kind of work that we should do is to glorify God, bring
honor, glory, and praise to God. God spared us to get here for this Sunday morning. PRAISE HIM!




YOUTH RECOGNITION DAY

We congratulate our youth for their achievements during the 2017-2018 school year.
The Mixed Choir provided the music, The Senior Ushers served and the
Greeter for today was Sister Cothene Watson.

Sermon, Rev. William Richardson, “Don’t Build Your Life Without God”

Let The Lord Be Your Foundation

Sister Seletha Pherribo
Student Recognition

ELEMENTARY MIDDLE HIGH SCHOOL  PROMOTIONS

Brayden Hamlett promoted to: Kindergarten Graesyn Goodman promoted to: 6t Grade
Parents: Courtney & Shamaine Hamlett Parents: Courtney & Shamaine Hamlett
Ziyon Sneed promoted to: 1st Grade Tylinn Hamlett Promoted to: 6" Grade
Parents: Patrice & Fredrick Sneed Parents: Courtney & Shermaine Hamlett
Nakaylah Johnson promoted to: 2" Grade Fredrick Sneed promoted to: 6t Grade
Parents: Brandon Johnson & Christina Harris Parents: Patarice & Fredrick Sneed
Kennedi Richardson promoted to: 3 Grade Amayah Johnson promoted to: 7t Grade
Parent: Monaca Richardson Parents: Brandon Johnson & Christina Harris
Brian Riley promoted to: 3 Grade Cyani Jacobs promoted to: 7t Grade
Parents: James & Nikki Riley Parent: Candace Truss
Jeffery Scurlock promoted to: 3rd Grade Kamil Jackson promoted to: 8t Grade
Parent: Jeffery & Gloria Scurlock Parent: Tuesday Jackson
Aaliyah Riley promoted to: 4" Grade Mikayla Wells promoted to: 9t Grade
Parent: Justin Riley Parent: Robin Well
Elijah Johnson promoted to: 4t Grade Sharmaine Hamlett promoted to: 10t Grade
Parents: Brandon Johnson & Christina Harris Parents: Countney & Shermaine Hamlett, Sr.
Ari’anna Scurlock promoted to: 4t Grade Courtney Edwards promoted to: 11t Grade
Parents: Jeffery & Gloria Scurlock Parent: Patrice Sneed
Diondra Johnson promoted to: 5t Grade Doniel Bullock promoted to: 12th Grade

Parent: Martha Ann Johnson Parent: Tisha Bullock




“For | know the plans | have for you,*

declares the Lord, "plans to prosper

J" you and not to harm you, plans to give

you hope and a future.
JEREMIAH 29:11
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Treshon Richardson Samia Privette
Parent: Patrice Sneed Parents: Kenneth & Karla Perry
College Freshman - Winston Salem State College Freshman — Howard University — Biology Major
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Tijon Armand Clark Donald Mclver, Jr.

Parents: Ernest & Theresa Clark Parents: Donald & Rita Mclver

College Graduate - University of North Carolina Charlotte College Graduate —Drexel University
Major: Mechanical Engineering Technology Masters of Science Degree
Concentration: Applied Energy Maijor: Educational Improvement and Transformation
Made Dean’s List (4 — A’s and 2 — B’s) this semester Concentration in: Higher Education, Leadership in
1st place; Project Review NASA Student Launch Awards Educational settings, Educational Policy and Evaluation
Overall Best Senior Design Expo Project and Evaluation and Assessment

2M place; Overall Competition Employee of the month.

Vehicle Design - Payload Design

Safety Design - Project Media Design

Cherba Cates Torain

Parent: Rosa Fuller Cates

Bachelors’ Degree Theology - Apex School of Theology

Sister Cherba Torain completed her studies and received a BA in Theology from the Apex School of
Theology in May of 2018. She has been a member of First Community Missionary Baptist Church since
January 2008.  She answered God’s call to preach and teach the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and in doing
s0, He has opened doors for her to further her education. In August of this year, 2018, Sister Torain will
take classes at Liberty University in order to obtain a Masters in Professional Counseling.
Counseling and telling others of Jesus’ love and kindness has always been a passion of hers. In
speaking with Sister Torain, she is vocal in giving God the praise and thanking Him for blessing her in
allowing her to complete her degree. Sister Torain, First Community congratulates you on your recent accomplishment and wishes you
the best in your future endeavors.
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INDEPENDENCE
DAY

Our Father, we thank Thee for our country. We thank Thee that here we may have freedom while elsewhere it is being
extinguished under the heel of dictators or misguided leaders. We thank Thee that in our blest land we have freedom to choose those
whom we desire to represent us in government, freedom to educate our children as we believe right, freedom to worship Thee
according to the dictates of our conscience as guided by Thy Word.

Lord, we confess that we do not deserve the rich blessings which Thou hast seen fit to bestow upon our country. As individual
citizens and as a nation we have made ourselves unworthy of Thy favor. Too often we seek our own welfare without regard for
neighbors; we desire our country’s prosperity and peace without considering the effect upon other nations. We acknowledge that
frequently we proceed without thought and regard of Thy will. Graciously forgive us these and all our national and personal sins, and
give us a firm resolution to walk in Thy ways.

We pray Thee to continue to bless our country and all nations and peoples. Grant that peace may reign, that good will may
prevail, that hunger and want may be banished, that our needs may be supplied from Thy fullness. Above all, incline the desires of
men and nations to honor Thee. In Christ's name we pray. Amen.

William B. Ward

A symbol stands for an idea. The Statue of Liberty stands in Upper
New York Bay, a universal symbol of Freedom. Originally conceived
as an emblem of friendship between the people of France and the
U.S. and a sign of their mutual desire for liberty. Over the years the
Statue has become much more. It is the Mother of Exiles, greeting
millions of immigrants and embodying hope and opportunity for those
seeking a better life in America. It stirs the desire for Freedom in
people all over the world. It represents the United States itself.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Happy Birthday to all those who celebrated their
Birthday’s in April, May and June.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
Happy Anniversary to all who celebrated their
Anniversary in April, May and June.




First Community Missionary Baptist Church
P.O. Box 1047

509 Eno Street

Hillsborough, NC 27278

Church Phone: (919) 732-6135

Fax Number: (919) 732-1129

Our website: firstcommunitymbc.org

Please call the church office, when...

o A member of your family is admitted to the hospital, so that visits can be made and the
proper people notified.

° You have death in the family so that you can receive helpful advice and assistance
from the pastor and the church family.

. Your group plans to have a meeting or program so that it can be placed in the church
bulletin.

o Your home phone number is changed or

o You have a new address, so that the church records can be corrected.

Please feel free to call the church. We are here to serve. May God Bless You.

First Community Missionary Baptist Church Newsletter
Volume LXXXII

April 1, 2018 — June 30, 2018

Hillsborough, North Carolina

The First Community Spotlight is edited by Connie George
Co-Editor Linda Snipes
All Contributions are welcome!




